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r nnîovvil, except toi se rîsessbers andi siose inii lie ininsediateocalty of thseir olienaioî ; andî '<''Iatever gooti iîey (Io, liasses
sileisily issla tise g'eieral sîreain of suc al riîiPna-'iiesst. A fe vv
of tîsein, isasv<er. have-s listracird niotice, is s'aîsnetsios '<vsli tise
lives of' celebraird ieisshsrs. 'Nîso iseptds lu bc isslarmed ils.t it
w<as ln onîe of thefse tissu Robert Busrns traiîied iiseif to tisai
1vîgoîsr ai e'<îsressiosl for '<viics lise af-lerwards acqisireut so îssîcis

- distinction t1 lu thei 'laiblolîsî Club tise yatsng r 0-t f'oîsisi-
fur lis oveî-tlu'<isg tliottsgists, ansd iseqsiet a easdiiess ot sîset-cis
fli astosirshei siot ie tely countsry lade of lais Il aou i d'sse

but lise learses profesFors anlasl ièiiub»p ladlies ai tise s'apjital
If, accordinïc 10 tise classicai seuls', Bisrns Il '<as sarîs a 1îso-'i." '<e
have nuo nezssosi lu sîpsîsoi tisai lie 'sves bons iisi ilie gilt of cois
vessation ansi reatiy effe'ctiv-e tstteranu'e. Il is stsrely Isicie rea1zoîi-
aie 10 caîss'ssie staI he auvesi il, pairily tsi bis exes-iît iwsti tic-
for, %viso seits Io have foilovres tise ;n1deleritial -y.li'iii o! edura-
tion,. as il is îîow< callesi, ands partil, t0 Ilse Iisactice î iiq baie, Isai
li had ssilr sueves-al ).Pars ins tise clubslit lie liiisss'e!ls.'ii-iii
*and of '<viicli lie w<<as tise leasiîg ;tar, ? Nor must il lie issut- i iCit,
tisat becaîsse only onse or tise yotisss farmner laits tsee1sirds a'i'-
lincîjois, tiq '<vus ail tise good hIe club slis. 'vs-ry issewbes.,dossblless, profited lsy tise discusaloits ilîcre cssraied osu ; asist, luol

tu speak, of tise pleasanî bouts spessi in agrecabie comnissssisassli;s.
isecame a more intelligent Manu. Tisey îisist îlot, isy disc*ussi' -is.
1become more skilfssl agrict tisits, tiouis itisis adulsats o! di- putt-s,
jbut they '<votsd cerlainly increusz their gesserai po'<er of iiii;
and if la tisis way a ssspcnior glace were c-isl os er priv.tle lueé,
the club casîsol lie saisi to have existesi ii s'a-lt.

But il lias not merely beesi amorti tise class 10 wshich itui uis
belonged tIsat practice is debate lias lienaisasi recouiie 10. Fioru
varionts recetît publicatiosns, '<ve find tisaI at alinest ssii oîsn colirges

Isuds societies listve losng existeS ; asnd ilere is 150 reasosi 10 ttblt
tisat they have, os tise '<viole, been iseneficial. Tl'ley have ser'< id

inl somne mneasure 10 ccit'racî tise monkisi tendencies ot stîcs
Iinstitutions, by direeting tise attention of tise Ilisgeiotss youtis
10 qusestionîs of presessi importnsce, iîsstead of ke-epsssg ihlîcîsa l'a
es-ar guas'iag- ai tise dry boîtes oi' asstiqtsity. M~oreover, liy de-
veloping Isse powen of speech, and acctsstoming tise youth t1 lie
ready use of ilîeir mother longue, tisey hasýe gone as fair te cul-
tivate the praclticai reason as asuy course of logic or nalhematics

itf0 wvîici îiey coulsi be stsbjected. h '<vas in one of tiese societies
tisai lise Rev. Robert Hall ands Sir Jaînses Mackintoaýi traiîscd
themselves, to that ficulty et speech for '<viue hotu '<<ere subse-

- quently sO mssch distinguished. We are fI*a t'rom îisinkin- tlinat
ie careful sttsdy ot tise great '<<riters of anîiqsîity '<vent f'or rio-
inîg; stili less are '<<e disposed tes value iighlîy the neading of

our owi nsative '<riters ; butt w<e consîder il not unrsir t0 assîsme
ibat tise habit of coasversissg ors tise commron subjects of tiseir

'stuuly, atsd lise practice ln debatissg before lissir fetio'<vstudcssts,
hasi some influence la trainsing Ihessi foriisieirfuttsre carecr. lad
îbey (losie nothissg but debate, '<e sisoulsi ini ail probabiity hsave
neyer lîcard of ilsem ; bul bolls '<ere great readers, andi boti
- uidîîously pnactistîd tise ait of Esugiish. comipositions. 'T'is
tieefold exencise lias beeu consmenided by ise iiiustrsoîss BXacons,

saud, ins connection '<itis uebatiîg societies, isis svosds ougit niot
ta lie lost siglit oh'-' Rleadiung maketis a fulil mais, confs'reesce a
tissdy inaîî, ands '<vrting ais exact mlass-"l Rcatliness is a Most
taluable quality, hmut if il lias isot a solisi f'ouidatiss tIo rcsl oss, il
becomes a sorry affair.

But lise gerseral increase of intelligence ands prompiness in
nepiy. are siot tise oniy asivantaîges gainesi by takiîug a pai t is
suci Sebates as are carricd on lus tîsese societies. Aîs imnportaunt,
tisougish incidentai asivantage, '<visul ihey are f'stiest ta cossler, sains

'<tiicis, la point of fiact, îhey hîav<e offert cosîferresi, desers-es to lie
takennotice oi. WXeasdisde 10tlieopportiiityw'viicitiseyafforh
of getiing ait îiii bli sîst usait nature-a. isso'<ledge of '<viicis

'à m iore îtecsssary la lise condtîct of life than Greekz oî Latiîs late.
ht is saisi tisat Dr. Rlobertson rmade a licIter isistoriasi from lbis

- ieing a leader ini tise cisîrcis cosîts-his o<''s expseriessce in liai ty.
tacllcs enabling himi t0 interpret many of ise arts of' party mess,
'<iicis lue otiser<<ise cotîlsi neitiser have îsîsderstood isimseli, isor
have rendered intelligible 10 othssrs. As tie csurchisosrls provf'sI,
la Dr. Robertson's case, a good prepiaratory !Fciool to, isu tînsier-
standing <' of tise plots and Inmarshaahlîasg of affairs," so, genriraily,

ido debatlng societies. Non is il elifficult 10 discens tise neasosi.
iTise boy is Il'falier t0 tise mais;" lu is tise samne isumaîs nature
tisu beaus la ail bosomns asi lie '<'<ho lias wastisled attentii ely
the trscks aîsd artifices isasi recousse to iniiie delsatisig club, '<iti
Pt base mîsci 10 learsi sisosîs h li e adivanced tIo tie inupenaI

pas licîent, or gcainî a sent ins i lie pi svy cotincil. 'l'ie tact andi
jîrosence of mnid actrjuies is tise osie field) %vili stands isim good
ini tise olier.

Not Ille least imsportantî resîsIt of deliat îsîg sos'ieties is Ilse
esîsîî'atîo asnd autosur tlsey produsce usl ise as-uItlistion of knotv-
ledge. Tise youîtisl wio lias esposssed tise cause (if Qîseen Mary,
l'or insstansce, agaijst Elizabeths, or dit ai Ulsasles 1i. agist
()is er Crcsmwe!, andss is lmnuisid by a certajis day to speak isn
pYüseiie of is comîsasionq, %% iose gnos. opinsions ss te iissi a igis
olsîcct ai'ambition, to tihe eilis af [lie case, is fa- msore iikely
t0 ransack iitory, aisd see'k osst l'or autisorii., tiais lie wvould
tie il lsserety îstosspted in lis aras cli isy ciss ussit)y, or Isle love of

ahlidracita lits. 'Fise dcsise of'ksweg is agît tobecosne wessk,
ssîsless %ve have it isi our îsoiver 1<) inspast our iniaîîsatiois 10
0' liser>; uniboisscil, Isai learsesi Illkilosoilsiers hsâve iseesi les to1
dusislt uW ietîer assy 5fliss cîiliOsity vOusit lie stîficiesit 10 engage
Iiusi iss a cuisse o! pes seves issg, bttsd, il lise ivere erstirely eut off

l'lotist tie esoîci t >Ocial isitescouirse. 'l'ie sulîcere love 0f trousi
is, lis siouts , a higher msotive lissis ie love of approbations; but
so loîsg s.s Isle latter wsss ks ils stsblbrdinstios Io the former, no

iîj 3 cai as ise. At aîsy rato~, %% i bsout synspiathy andi comnpassion-
>Iissp, si ii ossi appcsir -. sii liut impossile to keep alit e tise desîte

- t ksu ed W.'e hsave a l'âmosis instanîce af tise trssth of ibis
oiion joiiis titi, c ibe ut Palid. %, iso tells uss of iirself, tisa lise wvas

otig iu lisdus sai hiseîatics, aiîes isavsîsg ctsrrsed tise stsdy
laitiser tias a'y o't Lis cosstcsporar.es, becaîsse he fouiss tisere

vt cre ss fesv u< sis m lions ho cals d canvesrse on sîscl a suliject,
aid thiî, iseseluî-e, ail !saliîsacîors in tise stuîsy '<as lost is its
i-olatioss. Il lise sage depenssd so mrnîi on i<ympatisy, iow rsssch
mors' tie yotsng snuîirer

WVC hsa% e alressdy spokei oi tise ads asstage isat siebating isocie-
ties aiord, isn besng a kaîst of pieparatory ss'soil for tise 1îractis'e
of' public speakiusg. Bîîî il is isot ,olely 1witis a s-iew to public

,Deý0( that tie powver of ellectîs e uttes-aice sisotsd lie asssdtsotisly
esîlîs atesi. 'T lise solitaîy sîsdent tisis sanie power u is Iigily

sîluable. Gosethse sseser sp l10 urtter %%s oss tisais ''len lise saisi,
tisai Il Wiat we dIo nat speak af. we seidomn accusateiy thîink
of" 'I Wetiser il is, tisat lise active effort ai speakiîsg excitestise
dormnsat fiscusities af tise nist, ir tisai siew tisoughts are reflertesi
Io uîs ioîn tise coussienances of ilsose we adslress, certain il is
tisaI tise very act ofspieakissg bots sertes 10 ciear our ovn tiotîglîts,
ansd iieips 10 enligisten ise sainss of others. lit, Chisasng, ini
lus '<eli kîo<n tract on "-Seif-Culitre,e takes niotice of botis
lacts. "'I'here is a poier,"< says lie, '<visicis cacis mari iouisi
cultivate according 10 isis abiluîy, but 'visicis is very mucis neg-
lecte inu tise Mass of tise peopie-an in isl, tise pow<er of te-
aisce. A man w<<as not matie to sisut ssp is msind ils ilseif, but
Io l'ive il voice, ansi to exciangre it for otier miads. Speechs is
oite of our grand distinctions fiom tise lirie. jUnir pow<er over
utheis lies îlot s0 isuels sus tise alîsotsut ol tisotigisl -vitisin lis, as

ils fise poster of bringing st oui. A nian of saure tisasi ordussary,
inteliecttual svigur m-îty, for '<sausi o«expressiou, lie a cipher, w<itis.
out sigsiificasice in socicît'. Auid not oniy dues a nian influence
oilsers, bîît lie gresstly aids isis o<s ri isitei-ect, by gîving diesîjîse
andi forci blet tttes-asste to lats tiioutîgs. Weutndeîstand ourselves
betier, otir cussceptions casoi cleas or, by tise very effor-t Io make
tiseni clear Io anotiser-. . - 'lic poiver of titterarce slîoîld be
itscitîdeti by ail is tiseir islans oil self-cultur-e."

'lo secure tise full isenssfit deris'able from attentiance on, and
ant active isîterest in, discssiosn classes, il is necessary liant tise
membets, '<vîile liey are, as lsearly as may bel ai tise eamestage
o. mental de% eloinment, be yet of difleresit '<vays oftisuîsking; for
i t tisey are ail ut osne sect or pariy, lie il '<'<liat il may, tbey are
sture lu becoîne belf'cussceitesl selio!asis. Being agreesi on im-
psortantî ponits, to mnake a debate ai ail, isey as-e oligesi todispute
asbolt tsifles, ands so acqîsire thse habit ot îrsillsg, iud in tise endl
cati scarceiy fuil 10 uîake ilsemseives, not goosi practîcal reasonels,
but wls ît Locke prosouicea t0 lie tise direct opposite-" l ogical.
cîsicaners." As îisey '<viii geîseralby consîsît tise same authos's,
tity cals brinîg no new iiormnation Io ecdi oiser; and iissstead of
leasing ecd other te tise knowiedge tif Isews trssths, they w<iii
oîs'y coiirm osle anotiser iun ols iprejudices. 'lieir reading is
suire ic0 becoîuît oîse.sideti ; tisey .%ili iii i so tise grievous error

Ct of conversing '<sils one soit of mess, readsng but one sort of
books, and not comiîsg un tise liearîîsg of butî one sort of ntotionus*"
ands ils isss '<vay iisey will gel Qnid gîte vl'ews siot only ssarrow
and pervrrtesi, but bslstcly false.

Tl'ie mensbers, îooi of iiese borieties shoulsi le sufficiently
sutiserous tu excite intereiIt wîilsout caîîsisîg exestemnent; tise
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