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iWilderticss, erresis; at tenitiontind coînitenda aur symipa-
i .hy. The wvords ofet leas.osle copy of tue .Scpiîiagitt
bave tcnded ta circillate the iistako; for tlîcy repre-
sent Abrahamt, as noti oîîly giving ta Ilagar tic brcad
and the boule of Nvater, but as piacing Ishiînacl also an
lier shoiders; and ntany have been coîîlirntcd iii titis
error, by the liasty îseiusai of i.iise twvo passages iii aur
oiwn translation of tha scîriptitres, wlhere it is said, 'Site
cat tia chiid under ane of tic slirubs, as if site bcnd
been hlitherta carryit- im ;i and tose, waris of the
un-el, 'Arisa, liFt up the lad, anîd bold luts iii thitte
hand,' as if titis hinguage ment iliat site was ta raise
and support lut iii lier arias. But on exaîiinigl tic
record, you wviil find that Ishntlei was not, nt titis
montent, sucbi a cbild as ta be capable of beiing sa
ireated by liagar. lii Genesis \vi. 16, we are told,
thlat, at the birtit af Isimanel, Abraîn wvas fourscore
and six yenrs aid; asid iii Gen). xxi. 5, ditat hc Nvas un
iîundred yeari aid wvhei lis sons Isaac %va born ta
bit, at whiici turne Islintaei miusi have becis fatîrteeni
years of age. Farditer, froni the vcrses tîtet imnic-
diately follotv in tia cliapter lest referred ta, Nve her
titat it "'as net tilI Isac %vas weauicd, and proiî;biy
somne cansiderablu tinte after tItis, dîint Islinael de-
parted front ls fatier's hate. Itis disputedet wlîat
peî'iod chiidren, in tiiose days, and in those counitrias,
wvere %veutied. Sonte say tliati. N vas not utîtil they
,verc five, otîters, maîil tliey were thie, years of lige.
Tise latter apinion sceis ta be coîifirnsed by the
speech of the mother t< bier soit in 2 Maccab. vii.
27 , 'O0 my soit, have pii.' îpon tac thai. baîc tite--
and gave dice suck dîirc years, auid uiotirishieul dic,
a:id brouglit dic up;' and front wisat is stateul in re-
féreace tu chîildren of three years af age, in 2 Citron.

x i.16. Front wviat is written coîîcerning Samsuel
%v'lsen lie was weanied, 1 S5cm. L. 22-28., it is certain
tsat hoe must have becnaet leust tîrce, if itot four or
five ycars of age. Addiuîg tîtase tirc or four years
thert, during which Isaac was wvezned, ta the age of
Isbinsael eit tic birti of Isac$ Ishntel, ant tse tinte of
]lis departure front the bause of Abrehbain, mîust. have
beets a lad of seveutteea or ci-liueen years of age; aîîd
instead af bciag borne, in this jourîsey, in the arts of
lus suother, he niusi. liintsef bave essisted her in bear-
in- the provisions wvitis 'hich Abrahamn hled furnishs-
Ca tîseni.

Hit youths accotîits for luis failire front fatigue, bc-
fore thse strengt of blis niotiier, a wantan in mtature
life wvas cxbausted; und wltat is nieatst by 'lier cast.-
ing te cltild under anc of tue shrubs,' is sintply titis,
-ttat, baviiîg endcavourcd ta support hlmi for a tinte,
giving Min bier arrs, whlicn sufferiog fron lieat and
tbirst, sli laid 1dmi down nt Iength, periiaps et luis
owo request, andl l ic heiaughît tisai. hie was about ta
dIle, uuîder a sirub, whosc sîtade aisî maisture itiglit
somewliat soathe bis tbrobbing tentpies,--ad tsat
sise dia ut also with those feelings of distraction, by
-whicb, is sucls circiussstatces, a niotlicr's hear. mts
hlave been tara; and tisose words cf the ange], 'Arise,
lift up, tise lad, and hold bita in thine band,' are sint-
pily ta, bc understood as a contmand ta persuade hlm
ta attentpt ta sise, nnd ta assist bini in tluat attentpt,
%bat lie miiglit botter receive the cooiiiug dratîglit sIte

itas ta bring fratut the rei1 tritiia Lite naigel tnîs niiout
ta shiow ta lier. Titese feets, iii referetice ta Isle a go
of Isliincei, thon, siîoîld banisit froue auî îîinds tha
isistakec ta Nvltici we' have beca adverîiiig. Tiicy re-
lieve tue secral ntarrative ait titis point fraie ini.;ean-
ceptin, ait(] siîouid gitard lis egiinst tia niany sur-
atises ofluarslîness aiti crueity, Nviiiciitltose trito avler-
luck tîtese ar.ts, are rca<ly ta er.tertain coiîcertiiiig tItis
part of the conduct of Abraitin.

The willerness in wiaicli Hegar and lsîtiuseeli watt-
dered, was tue %viideriiess uf ieerslte>a or Sliur,-tie
sane deser. ino whili Ilnger flid et bier first disputa
%vith bier taistress Suîrdi. fflietiicr this desert was
ciiosen by Isliniaci, as perlîîps oite of the iieerst ta
his f;itber's dwchiing, aitl itre, in its vasi. solitudes,
lie aiglit toiest buîy the mredi and disappointtent of
lus prauti spi rit,- or,%li)etser it %vas chaon by Hiagar,
as tise rearest ratite ta Eg-Ypt,-%vc airc nat infornied.
It is eut uiiikcly tîtet the latter was tue trutb. ut was
natirel for Ilagar ta seek refuge in tise plhace of lier
iiativity. A nsg lier mila kindred she asiglîr.hope ta
linul tise asyluin %hiieli bîtî been detil lier by Serai
aitd iîeîe also sIte wotiuld abtaiti protection oil giier.
diansliip for lier soit; i>ît if this was lier intuentian, it
"'as neat, tlwougli tise ot'er-iuiin g purposes or Hleaven,
et titis tinte, et toast, ta be acconuplislied. The wiider-
ness of Beershteba lies et tIse nortbi-eastern extrenity
of the Red Sen, ouîd is the itortiiers part af ihe great
desert of Atabia. Accordiii ta sanie persans, k is cf
vast eoxpeose, aitd cannot Ite traveileil i0 lest than forty
days by Uie naresi. route, and " su w'iid and desalate,
thai. no bleuie af verdure is ta hc seen; and were it not
for a fcwv hardy plants, suci as tua tatearittîl and aca-
cia, it Nvould seent a regioti trierein nature teas wiîoiiy
deaul ;" but, eccerding ta ailiers titere are witiiin it
spots, ivlsere busites of varins kiîîds are ta bo founîl,
stîct as the tIsera-troc and certaini adariferaus plants;
but tue mat pleasing descriptions tsai. are given of it,
represent it as bcbng, gentrciiy, e fearful scene. WVe
do cet mean, liowct'cr, cgain ta dilate an tiiose awfui
suflecrings ta wisici~ traveliers, in itese deserts werce x-
poseul front the burîîiîg sanîls, tue heat of the suis, andi
tise scarcity of tîtuter. Yoii tvili retnter tise des-
criptions 'xc bave already given, aond bc chic toa ppre-
ciate tue miserabie prospect, aîîd tbe actual sufférings,
ofliagar allez Isinneel. Event iisera springs of vater
exisi. in dicte wvilds, tbey arc ooteiways easiiv discuter-
cd by a stranger; andi traveilers, lifter nsucit fruitiets
searci for this preciaus liquid, bave frcquentiyiaindawn
ta die, even ln tue neigiiborbaod af a wehl. Theve-
eut, io tissvery wildlernetss: founîl a hetiiisliiitg Aras,
tvio lied heco without food or drinkl for five days, and
Wvho, likeC Isismuel, lied laid bis lîead uodî.r a busli ta
tatoul tise dcntp afiuts scassty verdure; aud Camtpbell,
who hll travelied anc whle day tvititott abtaining
trater, and halted atsunset iii greetdittress fron thUirst,
fouod, on tise retitrn af cîaruing, dit. le 1usd restd
wvitiîin a few yards of a founstain. Tîsese feets show us
tisat %vc need Coi. imtagine, as sente bave done, tisat tisa
weii wbich Hagar saw whenc 'tbe aegel af tise Lartd
opened bier eycs,' was anc tisat, ai. tise will af beevei,
bad at that instant spirung ista beitig. luger, la sncb
a situationi, tutiglit tveii bc ln despair, like othcra whuo


