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cerity. The civil establishimcnt of religion in this country is, j, our conviction
a principal obstacle to, the succcssi both of your ondeavours and our8 in this
cause ; but with the knowiedge of your sentiments, we sBould think iL Nvor-se
than futile te, urge your kind regard as a reason whyv you should assist us in
our constitutional atteznpts to have that establishiment withdrawn. We can-
flot but persuade ou -elves that thus far wve comniend ourselves to, your impar-
tiality and candour.

" 3. Seo then, in what, position Nwe conceive we are placed, in regard to your
favourite measuires. lst. As te anti-patronage and non-intrusion inoveniints,
we are persuaded t1iat there is no hope of your succeding in reznov'ng those
evils, whilc you retain your connexion with the State, and your pecuninry de-
pendence on its bounty. You inay succeed in obtaining froni the State tsome
modification of patronage, and thie placing of it in other bands than
those that hold it now,-or you niay yourselves invent checks for its abatement,
but wbcther we look to the bistory of patronage from the Reformiation te, this,
heur, or te the Act of the Legisifature under wbich -;our establishment is con-
stituted, or te the vast majority of your clergy wvho are its abettors, or te an
avowed design of your late Veto Act wvhich wvas te pre.serve it, or to thme deter-
minatien of the secular powers and the other parties wvitli whoin yeu have te,
transact, or, flnally, te the constant acceptance of patronage, even by those,
11m1011g you who are the Ioudest in its condemnation, eaepruddta
the attempt te exterminate patronage and preserve the Est.ablishment, is a
more waste of Limie and pains, a tantalIizin gof pub lic expectation, anid in reality
littie better than an expedient (thougli iL nlay not be se meant by some,) te
reconcile many te the yoke, by keeping alive Lthe vain hiope of its being eoon
broken. If we are te help you, it must bo in soniething Nvhic:i w-e sec te bo
practicable ; you can bardly expeet us to wagc a conflict alon- wîth yon, in
whicb we cannet be animated with the slightest hope of victory, espe-ially wlien
we are as sure as wc are cf olir existence, that we kuow a short, an inflUible,
a scriptural road, by following which you niay grasp the prize as soon as You
will-the peaceful path we ourselves have taken. 2nd. Ia regard te, thie spiri-
tuai independence, te, which yoti justly attach se much importance, we are, if
Upossible, stili more certain that you nieyer can have it in your position as an
Established Church. Our conviction is, that if you will depend un State-pay

yen mnust bo subjeet te State-control. 15 the State to pay the Clergy, preach
and live as they may ? you do net Lhink se. They are paid to give bread ;
mnust they Le paid for giving poison ? With your -hole hearts you, say, ne.
But musc net the State then, whlmi concerned itself with the creed and consti-
tution cf the church, in order te sec that ail wvas seund before it gave its sanc-
tion, concern itself still that the creed bc net corrupted, co- the constitution in-
vaded or set at nougit ; or otherwi8e desert the duty iL undertook in taking
care of it at the beginning ? And if se, is flot this, effective supervision, and
control, beside the pecuniary influence. And is that body independent over
wbicb this power is stretched ? Ou-lit the spiritual Churchi cf the iRedeemer
te be thus subject to a foreign or secular power ? WVe feel some surprise, we
must say, that Lîis should be questioncd; particularly by those wbio, like yen,
have lionestly and unrescrvedly, subseribed tl;e Westminster Confession. In
defining the duý!es cf the magistrate in regard te religion, iL is net a littie re-
markimb!c, bis endowing the church izs net included, the money check is not
thoucht ef. but sufficient powers cf a different sort arc assigned te hini. "lie
hiath authority and it is bis duty, te take order, that unity and pence be pre-
served in the church, that tbe trùtli cf God bo kept pure and entire, that al
blasphemies and heresies bo suppresscd, ail corruptions or absuses ini w-orship
and discipline prevented, or ref*ormed, and ail the ordinances cf Gad duly set-
tled, administered and observed. IFor the better effecting whiercef, lie bath
power to cal! Synods, to bc present at thern, and te previde that whatsever is
transacted in them, bo according te the mind cf God.>

" 4. Such are our convictions respecting thme situation wbich you cheese to,


