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Taigcellmreous Atticles.

THE RISE AND FALL OF ANTI-CHRIST.

) - Concluded from p. 132.
d;l's it asked, When will the Millennial era of the Church’s lory begin to
™ ! —How long will she have to wait ere her sufferings and persecutions
'niﬁl the power of Antichrist terminate, and she enter upon her Sabbatical
topgB0ry of rest? On such a question it does not become us to dogmatize, as
We have dogmatized. The enquiry has hitherto baffled the skill of the most
::;lent critics and commentators, and set all their prognostications at defi-
tig - And it is well that it should be so. It is not for us to know * the
~°°5 and seasons.” These God has reserved in His own hand. All that
g 1 man can say with regard to the future is merely to offer conjectures or
Obabilities. And eur conjecture is, that the expected. era of the Church’s
;ﬂ@ml glory will frot commence until about the year 2,000 after Christ.
liy, ,0Rjecture, we are aware, is at variance with that of those who hope to

-

see the dawn of that glorious ers, and who are ever and anon inventing
Qpo2e8 of interpretation that coincide with their Utopian motions about
“B"t’s t‘Kersmml reign upon the earth.. But we eannot help it. It seems to
lgd‘%t ere are some good gronnds on which 1o rest the opinion thus expres-
1y, Aud what are theso-grounds ? it will be asked. They are the following :
‘ilqhe angel tells us by John, in the 17th chapter of the Revelation, that the
Ry, Beast that was 10 arise from the abyss, was to be the eighth head of the
Bozan Empire. On this statement we rest the opinion, that the Pope of
iy, ® could not be the Antichrist of Scripture fully developed, until he ob-
iy o 0 8 kingdom, and thus became head oP the empire in & secular as well as
tli:';‘ Scclesiastioal sense. When he received the title.of Universal Bistiop by
kg m.‘cl'ee of Phocas, and came to be known in the world hlvl that proud title,
Reoy Et indeed bo cetled Antichrist in a. limited sense, as he was then made
Ovgp Of the Church of the Empire ; but until he received dominion and pawer
oy :}‘5 State, he could not roperl}y be said to be, in the full sense and mean-
, thﬁ term, the “eighth head” of the Bmpire ;—and it is to be observed,
le%““tll Head of the ﬁnpire, in & secular as well as in an ecclesiastical
Qogy he could not be said to have powsr to persecute  the witnesses” unto
Yworg % pursue “ the woman” into the wilderness, or * to kill men” with the
% the & oial acts that are attributed to him in prophecy. We therefore look
%y O time when the Pope of Rome acquired sovereignty, and became a civil
biy U 88 an ecclesiastical ruler, as the time when he rose to the summit of
Wer as the great Antichrist of Scripture. Now this did not fake place



