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* The miserics which the wretched Irish endured from tho
vicinity of the royal forces, which prevened them from seckiog
any means of subaistcuce, were afilicting to tho humanity of
oven their enemice. Thousands perished by famine: and every
t03d and district was encombered by thewr unburied carcasses,
The hideous resources, aought for allaying the rage of hurger,
were moro torrible even than such desolation.* ¢

* They performed that serviee cffectually ; and brought thel-

rebels to 50 low a condition, that they saw three children eating
tho catrails of their dead mathef, npon whose flesh they hud fed
twenty days, and roasted it by a slow fire; and it was manlest,
that some older people had been in that starving condition, that
they,murdered and eat children for a long time together, and
were at lastdiscovered and executed for that basbarity. In vhort
tho famine of Jerusulem did not exceed that amongst the rebels
of Ireland.”’}

* And as for the great compames of soidiers, gallowglasses.
kerne, and the conunon peaple. who follow ed this rebellinn, the
nuinbers of them are jufinute, whase bleed she earth drank up,
and whose ‘carcasses the fowls of the air and the rasemng beasts
of the field did consume and desour.  After this followed an
extreme famine ; and such whom the sword did vot destroy, the
anme did consume and eat out; very few or none remaicing
alive, excepting such as were fled orver mto Egnland s and yet
e stara in the towns was far spent, and they in distress, slbeit
nothing hike 1n compar:son to thase who hived at large : for they
were nct only driven to eat horses, dogs, and deud carrions ; bint
also did devour the carcasses of dead men, whereof, there be
numerous examples ; nawely, one 1n the County of Cork,where
when a malefactor was executed to death, and his hady left
upon the galiows, certain poor people secretly came, cut him
down, aud did cat him ; likewse, in the bay of Smecrewecke, or
St. Marieweeke. the place which was first seasoned with this
rebellion, there happencd to ho a ship to be there lost, through
foul wieather, and ali the men, being drowned, were then cast
on land.

¢+ The common people, whohud a Jong time lived on jimpets,
orewads, and such shebifish as they could find, nnd which were
now spent; as soon as they saw these bodies, they took them up
and most greedily did eat and devour them ; and not long after,
death and famine did eat and couseme them,  The Iand itselfe,
, which, beforo those wars, was populous, well inflabited, and

zich in all the good hlessings of God. being plentenus of come,
full of cattell, well stored with fish and sundric other commodi-
ties, is now hecome waste and harrea, vielding no fruits, the
pestures no cattell, the ficlds no corne, the aire no birds, the
seas (thovgh full of fish,) yet to them vie’'ding nothing. Final-
lio, every waie the curse of Ged was so great, and the land so
barrer both of man aad beast. that whosoever did travell from
the one erd to the other of all Munster, even trom Waterford
10 the head of Smeereweeke, which is about six seore miles. he
would nct meet anic man, woman or clnld, saving in towns aud
cities ; nor yet see anie beast but the very walves, the foxes, and
other like ravening beasts ; many of them Jaje éead, being fa-
mished, and the residue being gone clsewhere. ™)

#* Suche horrible and lamentable spectacles there are to be-
Eolde, as the burninge of viliages, the ruyn of churches, the
wastinge of suche as have been good townes and castells; vea,
the view of the bones and scelles of the ded subjects. who,
partlie by murder, partlie by famyn, have died n the feclds, as,

in troth, hardhe any Christizn, with dric cies could be-
holde.”*

¢ 1587. Never sawe 1a more waste and desolate lande, no,
not in the confynes of other countries, whe++ actuall warre hath
contynuallic been kepte by the greatest pnaces in Chnsten-
domme, and there herde 1 suche lamentzble cryes and dolefull

compiaynts, made by that small remay, rople  whict
o arc)leﬂc.“i ¥ remayne of poor people which
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Moryeon, having stated that the subiniesions of the Irith
were at length rectived, informs Wis sender, that 3t 1ovk place
¢ partly out of human comtnisseration, having, with their own
eyes, daily scen tho Jamentable sate of the couutry, where we
found every where men dead of famine.” Ilc ndds ¢ we have
been crédibly inforined, that in the spocr of a few muntha, thero
were above three thousand starved in Tyrone” 121 1
Spenser, the poct, who had heen eyve witnees of these hare
rors, gives the following advice.  Jlaving preposed, that
twenty days should bo allowed to the “ rebels” tocome in, he
continues :

« A fierwards I would have none received,but left to their for-
tune an\ miscrable end ; my reason 18, for that those, which
will afterwrrds remaine withaut, are stunt and obstinate rebells
gnch as will never be made dutiful and obedient, nor brought
to labour or civill conversation, haviug unce tasted that licen-
tious life, and being acquuinted with spoyle and outrages, will
ever bo ready for the like nceasions, so ey there is uo hopo of
iheir amendment or yecovery, and are, therefore needfull to be
cut off.

« The end will, (I assure we.) bee very short, and much
sooner thau it can be in o greata trouble, as it scemeth, hoped
for, although there shonld be aeno of them fallen by the sword
nor bee slaic by the canldiour: 3et bewng thus kept from ma-
nurance, and their canle from runuing sbroad, by this Lord
restraint, they would,quictls consume themselves, and devour
onc auother ; the pruofe whereof I saw sufticiently in these late
warres of Munster ; for nctwitstanding that thesame was a most
tich and plentiful countrey, full of corn and cattle, that you
wonld have thought they should have been able to stand long,
yel, in one yeare and a halfe they were brought to such wretch-
cdness, as that any stony heart would have rued 1he same.  Qut
of avery corner of the wonds and glynes thcy came creeping
forth upon «heir hands, for their legges could not beare them,
they looked hke z2natomies of death, they spake like ghosts
crying outof their graves; they did eate the dead carrions happy
where they could find them, yea, and onc another soouc after,
insomuch as the very carcases they spared not to scrape out of
their graves ; and if they found a plot of water cresses or sham-
tucks, there they flocked as 1o a feast for)tl:e time 3 ye}t‘ not able
10 continue long therewithall ¢ that in short space there was
none :xlmnsl,:\uﬁ 2 ost pupulots country SUDDAINLY LEFT
VOYD OF MAN AND BEAST.G

We shall quote anuther extract, to shew.that in later times
the ascendancy had not forgotten the lessons which their fa-
thers had taught them.

s¢ About the veas 1632 and 1633. tiie piaguc and famine bad
s0 3wept away whole countries, that a man uught travel twenty
or thirty miles, and not sce aJiving creature, cither man, beast,
or bird : they being citker al) dead, or hud quit these desolate
places , our soldiers would 1ell stories of where they seen a
smoaak . 1t wasso rare to see enther simoak bty day, or firg or can-
dle by night.  And when we did meet with twieor three poar
cabing, nonc but very aged men, vith wou en and children, and
those with the prophet might have complained, (¢ We are be-
come as i bottle 10 the smcak, our skin is black like an oven,
because of the ternble famine ') I have seen those miserablo
creatures pluching stioking carnion out of a ditch, black and
rotten, and been credibly iufurmed, tl.2t they digged corps-
es out of the grave to eat: bui the most tragical story I
cver heard, was from an officer commanding 3 party of horse,
who, buntng for tosies in a dark night, disc_ove:ed a light,
which they supposed 1o be a fire, which 1he torics usaally made
in those waste countrics, to dress their provisions, and warm
themselves ; but drawing near, they found it to be a ruined ca-
bin, and, besetting it yound, some did alight, and peeping at the
window, where they saw a great five of wood, and a company
of miserable old women and children sitting ronnd about it, and

1Cox, 449. Jbetwixt them 2nd the fite, 2 dead corpse lay broiling, which, as
{\}.Ioli,nshed. Vi o456 ’ pee a3y [:8 ’
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