The Cross.
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souls same of the rich and b2nignant treasutes of !
his passion. !
ile has gone, likewise, to send down the Holy -
Ghost upon lis apostles and the members of hus
church ; and during these blessed days winch
intervene between Ascension Thursday and the
anniversary of the descent of the luly Spinit, we
shounld unagine that we are placed in the =ame
situation as Lis disconsolate discipies had been u |
from the tme of his depariure unu! the ho'y Para-
clete descended upon them. Duning *Yat pericd |
they remmncd shut up in 2 room, perseverzin .
praver, and m holding commumon w:th God ;
weaning their souls from rensual commumentiai,
and making ther nearis voud of evervibing pe.-
taining to the carth,in order that the floly Sporit’
on his descent mught replemsh them with an
cbundance of his grace. That great nuracle which
visibly took place there, 1s perpetuated since from ;
vear toyear, and from day to day, in the church {
of God; and hence, if we be prepared on Sunday }
next, as the apostles had been, that same Holy |
Ghost who came down to them, will descend in- |
to our hearts, and inflame them with divine love, l
and replenish them wiih lus sevenfold graces —
He will come to us from our Heavenly Father,
and be to us as a real Paraclete ; and, thercivre, ;
wvhile we lament with his disciples, that our Re-
deemer has quitted tie earth, we should recollect !
his words, ©When 1 go, the Paraclete shall come
my Fathier will send hunn jay name, and he!
wiil cansole you, for he is the Comforter.” Our ;
duty, then, should be to ¢ispose our souis so as o,
discourage every earthly gratification, to mortify |
our sensual appetites and desires, and ta desiroy
within us every tracc of sin, o that when the !
Holy Ghest,as 1 trust he will,) on thisday week,
descends into our svtls, he mzay find them wnre.
pared to receisve ail lns clivicest blessings. These
are, sy deariy beloved brethren, some of the con-
solations that fill the Curictian heart at tius holy
season, and need I eahort you ta take advantage of
them, o detach your sperits from the world, to ine
12 e world as if youbelenged nat te 11—to use
the world asif you used it not 1 and to remember
i ail tungs that the figure of this worid passeth
away 7 I¥you reficet as you ought on these
glorious mysteries, the carth  wiil no longer have
any charws for you, and y ou will be nbic to enter,
o the feehings of the Apostle, whken he said,
© Here we bave no lasting city, but we  seek one
thatis to come ; * o7 of the toyal prophet, when
he declared, * Woe Is me that my sejournment s
prolonged 1 my sonl wos cscecdingly 2 stranger
i this land of cxale I or wilth anotier aspirant
after imanortal Life, I will be satiated, O Losd,
whea thy glory shallapprar.”™ You will be like
the holy mariyr, St. Jgnatius, wheo, winle endur-
ing all mannes of lorture in being greund to preces
and palvenized as wheat in the moutks of wild
beasis, cxpressed his willingness w0 endure  all,”
only that he might go to Chnist, youn wall thus be |
ope day preparcd to fee our beloved Jesus, the”

<

{ therefore a place of exile.

King of our hearts, who has gone to prepare 2

+ place for us in his Father’s kingdom. Aid shall

we with such 2 yrospect before us, still rewmain

. attached to the earth while we contigue upon it ?

Oir,*no ! Jesus has quitied the earth, and N is
It has lost all its
charius, for our Beloved is fled. His presence

. could pladden the rocks of the desert, as it trans-

forined lambo into Paradise. Wheraver he is,
there is happiness, for tie is 1ts sovrce. Where
conld we be unhappy in his delightful company,
or how can we tasle of any cnyoyment if our
Jesus be not present 2 Should we not rather say
to curselves: mv dearest friend, my n ¢ loving’
ledeemer, the God and Supreme King of my
heart, and my portion forever, my life, my hght,

< my consolation, my all, has abandoned the earih,

and has ascended to lus Father ang my Father, to
his Ged and my Geod, has quitted this strange
land and entered into his o-vn kingdom, my true
country and proper inheritance : 2nd shail I be
satisfied todwell en carth? Can anything re-
place himin my affections, or satisfy hke bim
the desires of my heart? Ob,no! I will con-
tinually sigh after an eternal vmon svith my first
beginning and my last end. My tears will be
my bread, day and night, whilst 1t 15 said to me,
where 1sthy God 7 T desite to be didsolved and
to he with him. 1 leng to shake off this body of
corraption, that I may behold bim uaveiled in
glory. * Who therefore wiil give me the wings
of a dove, that I may get up early in the morning
and flee afler himand be atrest.  As the church
prays at this festival, whilst [ remain here in the
poson of the body, may I dwell in spirit and in
mand in leaven ; as iny Redeemer has sscended
mto Heaven, may ldwell there in spint during
wy mottal earect, in erder that on the day of iny
ée~th 1 may go theré in reality, and have address-
cd to me his own glarious declaratien, * That
where 1 am, you 2lso may be.”

Refore I canclude. I wouid wish to address =
few twords of zdvice to an interesting, and thank
Gad, to & very numerous portion of the inhabit~
ants of this parish, and of the surronndmg dis-
tricts. I 2in so foraibly reminded of this subject
by the sacred spot from which I address you,that
it would be smpossible for me to pass 1t over onan

' cecasion like the present. It is impossible that §

could forget, standing here in this humble temple,
the many visilations of the Alanghty,—the many
deszents of his Holy Spint, which bave wkenm
piace among lis prople of this Jocahty. For
some vears past, hundreds, | shoalg ratner have

- said thousands, of the poor of this acighboor-

hond have received the temperance pledge fram
me and my Reverend brethren at thas altas’
Many of them have come from a distanice o

cven twenty miles to this haly temple to {devote
themselves here to the sacred canse of Temper

ance, by solemnly pledging themselves to of,
serve the tll]?t of the Temperanee Socirﬁ;.: b



