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THE NEWV GIENESIS.

A SCIENTIFIO MEUO.

The suni had risen Ilighi into the heavens
transfiguring a thousand cloudlets into mises
of the blest, and iuaking old Earthi ashamed
,of lierself for Iooking so young and gay, in
spite of an age which even the famnily Bible
liad marginally notedl as ilet less titan 4004
before the CJhristian era. Ail this pomp of
lighit and ail this miracle o« tinie-killing
camne aud went, yet the wvhole thing ende.d
in nothing se fat as this important mne. is
concerned. Thiere need flot have been any
suni at al, and, if thiere Lad beeni, lie need
not so ha;ve displayed himnself in the oýen
theatre of the sky. It was with the coming
of the stars that history began to lie made,
for it wvas on the starry evening of that very
day, wlien the sun.mocked earth éiolered
down from hier unbecoming frivolity, that
we ar-sernbled as a mixed but united party.
We were net infidels, thoughi we were of dif-
ferent ages ; nor were we loose characters.
thougli one of us, hereaf ter called by the
naine cf bis favourite, but, as hie contended,
unintoxicating wine, wvas temperately fond
of Maderia bottled in 1840. We w'ere, I say
variously assorted. Twe of us wvere Fellows
cf the Royal Fraternity <respectively known
as the senior and junior scientists), thirce cf
uis picked up a genteel but not luxurious liv-
ing by wvriting science for trans-mnarine mag-
azines, two were men cf property, and twvo
were genuine men of the world, who openly
.admitted that in what they llatulently calied
11"the rugged programme of life" there, auglit
te be a place soinewhere, if not too near for
uuaffeceted and undeunonstrativé piety; in
plainer words, for a piety that ktnew its ewn
quiet corner and quietly kept te it.

We met for a purpose. WVc met te dais-
place Moses, or whoever lie was, and te
write a new account of creation. We iact
as mnen cf progrcss. If we éould get the ac-
count of creation right, we could eiflier case
off the beavy end of the Commandinents or
leave Gentile morality te, fashion and te fire
(I hope à' do net illiterate too strongly) its
own ethical canons. I know there should be
another -'" in cannon, in order te, justify
the use cf the termi "fire," but men who are
intcrested bu cosmogony wiil neyer willingly
stoop te the details cf orthography. W%
wanted te, put Moses righit. We wanted te
corne eut iii a row of figures thau creation it.
self could take some pride in. Net for the
wor!d would we part with the Bible, as in-
fidels would. We simply wanted te, open it
with a statement worthy cf modern research
and calculation. We went round te each
other's houses ini order tliat we might revise
the Bible under varions social conditions,

knowing-as, the magazine moembers of our
company put it-that a good deal depend8
upon etivirouinent and atînosphiere.

We fearleEsly began wvitli the very flrst
verso of the Bible. MVe were gallantly lcd
by the ju.nior scientist, wvho said, ini a highi
toile

"Gentlemen, we miust rise 1,o the groat-
ness,-I will even add, to the sublimity-of
the occasion."

We ail cried, «"Hear, hear, " Madeira said
it twice.

The junior wvas encouraged. He said that
though hae lad reckoned upon practical un.
unimity, lie unustadînit he "lhad flot cotinted
upon Snecl eliullienceo f reconstructive feel-
ing.". Some of us did not quite follow his
ineaning, so, we loudly repeated, "lear,
hear," an excellent cry whenever you are in
a situation of unîntelligibleness.

"Wýhat I propose," said the junior, 'lis
that we advauce uuet only with boldness, but
with precision. "Science," hoe continued,
"lis flot content te, replace ono generality
with another. We must corne te, figures."

"«Certainly," said the inen of property.
"Have you any figures to suggest ?"I
inuied

I hope not, " said the j ut)ior ; 'II have no
figures to suggest. I have figures to an-
nounlce and. to insert. "

"lJust what we want," said Madeira. "The
very ticket in fact."

The junior continued " IGen. i. i, should
read tbus :Fourteen hundred and eighty-two,
billions of ages ago there mras a sti -- "

"\ýVhere?" Madeira suddenly exclaimied.
"'A puzzlcr," ,aid 1.
The junior was frettcd. "'Sir," said lie,

fixing bis excited cyes on Madeira," in great
speculations we must aQsumie something-"'

,II think net, " was niy interruptive reply,
"lwe %vatit to account fdr things, not to as-
sume themn. Plieebe," I coutinued, be-
ing encouraged by the kiudly Finle of the
senior scientist, "the people 'expect us to
give themi clear and credible statements.

Maderia supportcd me. I wislh ho had
usFd a more suitable expression, but I arn
bound te report him. verbatim, I must do
hîm justice. "I1f," saîd lie, 'Iwo assume
anything, why not assume the whole hog 1"

One of the magazine writers echoed

The junior then said, "if you prefer it we
can dismiss the term 'stir', and substitute
the word 'motion'-there was a motion."
there was a motion."

What was there to mnove ?" the senior
scientist benignly inquired.

"lAnother puzzler," said I, and, corrupted
by the mauners of Maderia, added (land a
choker toc. "
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