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Gold:Comiissioncr's Office at 'Manson Creck-Mir. F. W.
Valleau in Front.

trail. but we siot very few. owing t t ist of tlet
havitg tlier yoîutg witlh tlemtt.

Froim St. Jantes to Fort .\lel.cii the country is
S altos level. well timibered witi pine. spruce and pop-
laur. and dotted with inmumerable bcautiful lakes. 'le
soi! for 30 miles east front Fort Si. lames is very
fertile. pîeau-viie and wiild limtîothv growing tl a height
'if four eet n many p'aces. T'he trail. altholigh gr<avi
t'p with y ountg pilles :md willows. is a id one. aid
litere is a finme liard bott'omut for niearly lIte whoIe dis-
lance. This trail is oiiv used b the HIds n's l y.'
t'o. for transportiitg supplies frot Fort St. Janes to
ilcir utyinug pdsts. .\ iew years ag-î a smuall nitu-
!er oif prospectors used it to reach ie Peace River.
but itone ha.v passed over it for the lasi irece 'r

"tour vears.
Thixe second t ay oit froi SI. Jaies we passed Lac

-- Long aiid crossedi Ile river of the same name. We
reacied Fort Niecl.eod on .\ugust 2id. I.ake 'Me-
I.cod is about ( miles !oni. but nat'rrow. and Itle

b war of Fort \e..cod. Fromî .\lanîsen tg) Stuiart
Lake, a distance of about 123 miles, I followel the
Mansonî-( )uesî'el trail. h'lie counîtry betweeni these
places is of a rolling character. tit greater portion
havinîg been swept by tires, the resuilt of which is that
it is covered witih fallen tinber and a seconil growiit
of simall jack pmte and pop'ar. 'lhe trail cro. 'e.s a
untumber of creeks. in nonte of which. so far as I
couild ascertain. has gold becn fioinid in paying pua-
tities.

The surface shows a ieavv waslh of lox ulders :md
gravel sotihnvard from 1asonl to> within a )lit 3(>
miles of Fort St. James. wicn the character of the
coulitry changes and iecomnes more level. with large
tracts of open prairie aIilhay mieadws. The oniv
c'nsiderable heiht i Lookouit Nlountain. abo 'ut 2
miles north of Fort St. lales.

F:'ioil Lookoit \illintain to Fort St. laines the
t 1mbe;r consists of poplar and cottomwood. witi a few
white bircht. somte of lthe latter beinîg quite large.
Grouse and fool-hens are very plentifui along ti
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shore line is broken b* a number of bavs. Som'e of
whicli run back for a couple of miles. After pirchas-
ing sutliient .provisions to last the party to Fort St.
Jolihn. I left NcLeodi next morning iii a very cranky
"utigut." The lake at this point empties iito the
Pack River, which we descended ani entered the Pars-
nip. 'lhe 'ack is a snall. swift streaim, in some places
almo.st blocked with drift-wood.

hlie Parsnip is a fine river, about 200 fi. wîide. the
water beiig« clear but of a grayish greet colour. Fish
are V)n(iertl!y plentiful for its wlole lengtlh. ling,
char, trou t i rainhow. brook and .\rctic). beintg cauught
uwherever a ily was cast. This river. wien i Ilood.
evidlently rises very hîigl. as the banks are caring in
aind driftwood is pilel all along. in somie places to
the lCiglt of 25 o 30 t. lTe baiks are for the imost
part loai and vegetale matter. vet. on te bars.
wherever I paimîed. T got a large quantity of black
sand thicklv stud led vwith particles of linle gld. elie
timiber is principal!y cottonwood amd poplar aloing the
river banks. but spruice )rcloiniitates on the hills.

hi Sunday. August 4. I got mv first view of the
Rockies. HFies of everv description lad heent very
Ihad siiice leaving lc.cod. The titmber on this por-
tion of thle river is sialler thtant that hitgher up. and
banks of gravel appear on both sides. We passed te
mtouth if Nation River. at which point it is not itearly
as vide as at the crossing of I \lanson-uesntel
trail. somte no mil's furthier up streamt.

The ntext day. Auigust 3. we reaclhed thte confluenîce
of the Iarsntip and Findlay Rivers, the headwaters of
thle Peace River proper. For the last 23 miles the
Parsnip is verv crooked. ani a!ong ixh banks for
titis distance trceiedois land-sides are itmet with.
whici have brougit dow'n rocks and trees and piled
lthem on citier side.

l'he view froi the contience of the Parsinip and
Findlav Rivers is ver' beatiful.' Awart to Ite west
can lie sein thle higit. poiited tips of te (h8ntineca
Range, witle to the cast the Rockv '\Mountains give
une hlie impression that it ii impossible for te Peace
River to force its way through tieii. Looking donv
the Parsiip River wici about ; miles froii its nouth.
I iiiagined ils juniction with te Fimbchay was a con-
sideraltie distance awav. but I soon founid that I had
ailso leen looking up the vatl'cv of the latter. w1hose
course. as it approachtes t Parsntii). is ii directiv a
straight Iinde with il. le tIwo last-imeitioned rivers
j-'iting forn t Peace. At the time of my visit the
Parstip was very loi. while tle Findiay was lit floocd.
.\t the junction. islands have been formcd of drift-
w aod ad wasi. brouiht down vear after ycar. and
bclow it islands the river is anvthing but saie for
navigating a canoe. as from t fdot of tiese t tc
Findilay rapids it i, one succession of ircieedous
sw irls. req1uiriig tihat a craft. such as T had. slhoild
he verv arcuily hatnd!ed.

Ther Fidlav rapis, which iwe ran. occur about
ihrce-qiuarters of a mile froim the jîitction if the two
rivers aiuve mientiotned. he are about 220 vd. in
lengilt. the river being over a quarter of a mile vide.
while large masses of rock are scattered over ils bed.


