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WINNIPEG, OCTOBER 17, 1892.

What le agltatlng WVlnnipeggers who tako an
luteroit (as iil gnoo oitizens ahould> in civic
%ffairs, more evon than mattors of taxation, lit
[ho j>rq-.poisl te illetitrite a now system of civie
go'uctlmit. At a meeting of aldoranon hold a
fow weekis aguj, a répott wus prosented by the
mayor, favoring a plan of govcrniment by civio
commission, or rather wo might s.ry, a mixed
tormi of goveriment, partly by commission anai
j*artly by àbeard of aider mcn. lhe question
has sinco beau under tho consideration of tie
tegisiativo coninittce, occasional meetings hav-
ing ben hold for the discussion o! the ms.tter.

Tho plan tiret proposed by the mayor, was
i but a chiof officiai ho appjinted, on the recom.
inendation of the counicil, for a terra of five
years, who would have supervision cf ait de.
partmonts, uugder direction cf an executive
venimittco of two, the latter composed of the

I iayor aud a. member cf the couticil. The
lcuncil would select cne of lit members for the

oxceortive ceînmitteo, whiie the mayor, of
course, would be clected directly by the people.
Trho citeautivo committe aid tho chie! officiai.
would each receive a good eaiary. The council
wonld continue as at prescrit, with the samo
authority over îeceipt3 and expenditureB. The
executive wculd, mider this plan have a
~imiIar relation to the council, that a govern-
mlent bas te parlianierit. l3y a two.tbirds vote,
tire touncil, according te the plan proposed,
would have the îrower cf psssing tie veto upon
thre nets cf the excutive.

At the firat meeting of the legisiative coin.
i nittecl oif the council, a rosolittion wus passed
e' ndorsing tho principlo cf the proposed change

Sin the plan cf civie goeorumont. It was aise
Sresî'lved thaï; the proposed chie! çifflcial, te bue

lcnown as the general superintendcnt, abould
bo appciinted by the judges cf the court cf
flueen'a bcncb, for a period et fiye yeara.

There eau be but eue opinion aus te the pre*
seul plan of civie goverumont. Civic business
uî,der the e-isting sy8teni in net conducted witb
that promptitude and business ability which is
given te " the affairs cf large firm8 and cein-
panies. This in net te bu wondered at. Wbat
in' everybody's business is nebody's business.
WVhat the city ia lacking new is oxecuitivo
autbority, conflned te and continuously giving
attention to civic: inatters: A laîrge businteis
corpuration could never ho suoecesfuly con.
ducted by one or more porsons, who bad their
time almoýt contiually taken up with other
important interestis, and who wore Nble te give
but a few moments now and again te the affair%
of the company. E'ailure would bc certain in
a short timo. Hlow, thon can we expeet the
affaira of tho city, important ana diveroifiedl as
they are, te bo su.cessfuliy ana ecenomically
inanageu. Under the prescrit plan of electing

* aldiermen for a short termi, they hardly have
t ime te becoma acqnaintod vwith civie maLters,
beforo they muet give place ta now mon. "
sies it ls practically impossible to accre men,
who have Choir owni private affkirs te look

aftler, te Rive tho time and attentionî required
te civio niattors. Business mon have net tho
Liiie te do iL, %a wo bave rnot hue mon of
Ieisutre Who are conipetent for the work. As a
resuit, oivio affitirs are eondueted ivith a loase-
tins hich would ruin a fin or cempany of au
crdfnary commercial nature.

fVo can hardly dnubt, but that tho principlo
of the prop3sod plin, if carried into effeot,
would maýae a great imprevement over Cie ex-
fsting order o! thinige. AIt that would ho
neceissary in te seoure the right mon, and thoro
éboula bo no difficuity in socuning thorougbly
competent Mnd truîst w.ot hy muri te Cake charge
of tho city's affairs, if a reasonable inducoent
be ,ffercd. A lieacy wise-anid î,ound-foolish
jielizy Bhould net ho pursued. If city affaira
werc in Cu bande of a few mon cf the riglit
8tamp, tbecy would certainly be able te save
large sutri annualiy which are uow wasted, and
a few theusand dollars bure or tiloro In the
item cf salaries, sbould net bo for a moment
censfdercd. flesides, tho promptitude and
greuter efficiency in wbich the cityîs business
,vûuld ho oonducted, even if there wcre ne Bav-

ing ini exponditurcs ie ether directions, would
repay axaply for tho extra salary required te
securo the right kind of mon.

Under the proposod plan, the couincil wculd
ho moreiy a legisiativo body. This change
acorna a good eue. Iti laer te logislato than
te carry eut legi3iatien. It in in the practical
werk, rather than tho legislative, that Che fait.
run la moet apparent under the present systoni.
It in net suob a difficnît matter te get a numbor
of intelligent mon togcther te discus and adept
legisiative mocasures inî a eatWsactory inner.
..:ut it ia the time and porsonal attention re.
qnirod te carry out aIl Choe ineasuirea in prac.
tice, which aldermen wbo have thoir own affaire
te look alter, will netcdo. Hoerein iswhere the
city suiers mont severely now. Under the pro.
posed plan, the executive would atopl in at the
right Lime and continue thre work of tho council
te a% tuccesf n issue. Tihe executive, by being
thorougbly familiar with city matters,'and ha".
iig plans proporly prepared and laid out, coula
greatiy simplify and expodito thre work
of Lthe counicil. The ocutive and gene.
rai suporintendent should net ho appoirrted for
Lob limited a peried. The right mon, once fa.
miliarized with the werk, wonld do botter for
the eity than making frequent changes. Tho
ane thinfg should apphy te the council, in thiri
legisiative capacity, oven with an executive te
ixiaist them. Thé main thing la te select tire
right mon, sud thon net change themn shortly
tif ter they bocomo familiarized witb tiroir posi.
en.
Rems.rks are occasionally mado about

mon saàcrlficing time aud busines te look
uifter cjii mattors. It is a common tbing
to, rofter te thre mayer ail aldermen inr tis
way, and it is tometimoes said that it la
bard to geL tire right kind e! mon te
szacrifice thoir own intereats for the good of thre
elty. This eu oe ef the atistaktea cf the present
system. Why sbcnld tire city require auy o!t
iLs citizees te sacrifice their own peraonal inter-
eas for the public good ? The eity ia ahI,, te
puy, and should puy. Thoso wbe taik about
oacriflcing se much for the city, are the oceu
wbo) arc likoly te sacrifice tIre lout. If tite

iulea o! bectrng mon te look iter civic affiaira,
at a sacrifice of personai maiters woro abandon-
cd, and tihe propor mon stoured lu a busiurss
way, WC wagcî' the City îvould be tho Rainei
inensely therehy, net o.rly ie tIre grecater offi-
ciency with wbich clty buesirîca would. ho donc,
but aise in direct saving in oxpeditures.

Some exception nîay hu taken te Cho plan
jrroposod by tire mayor. for tire future govere
mont uof tho city, witliuut cndemnning thre prin-
clb. It in about as certain as rnythlug can
bo, Chat Lhe ciLy would bce vastly tbe gainer by
baving its affaira placol in the bands ai Lvi ur
thîeaocf tho right kind ouf mon, for practical
managjement. l'ode, such a plan. b..wover, as
Cho ono autiined, it wui boom unnccaary te
continue tho fuit board o! aldermen as at pîes.
ont. A roduction in the nuinher o! aldermen
te say hait the proent number, would appear
ta mecet ail requiremeuti. Six good mon vuitb
the maycr slrould uînswcr as a logisîstive body
vory wvell and oveu botter Chran if biai! a dezon
more were adcd, pruivideul tire lai ter iucludod
some unieruirable persons. Thorn would ho
more care and igreater intercit in electing a
hourd of six, Chan if tho number were doubled.
Presont ivard boundarles, new a cauta cf tro-
quent petty Eqouabbies and jealousleiesj the ceun-
cil, coula very well Las abolisbod, and have ai.
dermen clected by jopular veto of the wlrole
city. It bas aise been proposed wiL roasen,
Chat the aldermien aboula ho elected on a hbuis
4f reprosentatiur in proportiun te taxation, say
large tax payers te eloot one.tirird of the nuin.
ber, moderato tax payera te elect anotirer third,
and amaîl proerty boldera the romaining third.

M~oREDID GOAL JiISOOVERIES,
'fice recont discovory cf col in the Prince

Albert district is a matter of vory'great im-.
portance te a large sectioa of country. If tire
deoeit is ut ail au valoreble as oxpeoted, il; fa
a maLter upon, which thre people ef ail Manitoba
aud adjacent country mnay ho cougratulated. à
fow years ago, the fuel suppîy o! Western Can.
ado. was couaidered a quostionr cf the greatoat
moment F orest areas were limitcd Lw certain
districts, white vast stretches of country wero
without aury adequato supply o! wood fuel, It
was recogaized that wood fuel coula net bo de.
penaud upon te supply the country for any
great tiare ini the. future. Lecal supplies of
wood in many districts, it was recognized,
would not last long alter any considerabie not.
tloment had beon madie. Thre ceste!f procuring
and transporting Wood la very great. Thougir
thora are extenrsive areais of wvood country te
the north and eust of tIre great prairie region,
ib is apparent that wood fuel fromn those forest
rogioris couid net be aupplicd te al partis of tho
prairie region, except at a cost which would
mak-e iLs use aimniot probibitery. The supply
o! wood fuel in tho aggreguîte fa vast eougb te
mnpply the count-ry's wants as far ahend as lb is
ut prescrit neccssry te look, but it la net se
distributed as te beceme a couveniont aud
econo:icaý fuel for Liai :ountry at large.

The disocovery o! vat coal boau hi tire we3t,
greatly relioved tire anxioty regarding the fuel
snpply of the future. As Choese discoverics
vient ou, iL vias fieaily decided that the fuel
questiois had been favorably mulved. Thora ne-


