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C.P. R. EXTENSIONS,

nquiries made at the (. P R of-
% a8 L0 L1e intention of the com
ny rogarding the proposed line from
cuburn to Selkirk, show that the
company undoubtedly  intends  to
bund this line. Surveys  for
It nave already been made with the
result that it was found u line cun be
With & tolal of not more th
degrees in angle. The grades are
to be nearly level whie the cost
of grading would be very light. The
most important item s that a distance
of seven miles would be saved by
running 4 cut-off from Reaburn from
the present route through W innipes.
It is understood that the plans for
this line hive already been registered.
Construction work on the ¢. P. R.
lines is now In full swing. Track Is
being laid now on the Kirkelia exten-
sion between Bear ’
pelle river und oper
soon on the Arcola extension into Re-
and also on the Yorkton exten-

n.
all about 200 miles of track
be laid in the west this spring

and summer.

This does not include the new side-
tracks to be bullt on the main line
between Winnlpeg und Regina  and
also on many of the branch lines in
the province and Territories. These
sidings are to be bullt for clevator
sites and for the purpose of facilitat-
ing he handling of traffic so as not to
block the main line with freight when
passenger and stock tralns are o be
rushed through,

The difficuity which the Canadian
Pacific find now is that they cannot
get enough ralls and although the two
hundred miles of new track form only
a part of the graded lines, the com-
pany are unable to get definite prom-
ises that orders for more than this
amount for the construction depart-
ment In this division at least will be
filled.

On the Kirkella extension it was
learned from the construction de-
partment, steel will be laid
summer for a distance of about GU
miles north of QuAppelle river to
Neudorf, making altogether a new
track of about 106 miles from Kirk-
ella, This is about as much as the
company can promise will be laid with
steel this season,

They have sent in during the past
winter about 1,500,000 feet of timber
for the erection of two big trestles at
Czissors and Bear Creeks, Track has
Just been lald ucross the latter and a
crew is now at work erecting a steel
span over the Qu'Appelie river.

An appropriation has been made for
30 miles of new steel on the Yorkton
extension of the old M. & N. W.
and a total of about 70 miles of new
line will be built. It is not likely,
however, that the last 30 miles of this
line will be tracked this summer.

Foley Bros, & Larson, rallway con-
tractors, have secured the contract
for the building of the Arcola line into
Regina and 113 miles of new track
will be laid this year it it is possible
to secure the st

There are several large contracting
firme tendering on the work of grade
reductions between Moose Jaw and
Swift Current, Grades on this section
will be reduced from one per cent to
two-fifths of one per cent, thus doub-
ling the hauling capacity of engines.
This work will be done this summer
and it 1s one of the largest improve-
ments that the company has In hand.
The reduction of the grades is a most
jmportant item in the work of the
construction department and a work
that when completed means a very
Jarge saving In the amount of power
required to operate trains in this sec-
tion.

MILLING TROUBLES.

Minneapolis, Minn., April 18.—The
flour mill and wheat situation in Min-
neapolis and the Northwest is more
complicated than It has been since the
shut-down. The millers stick to their
original explanation, an unjust dis-
crimination in tarifts between Duluth
and Buffalo against flour and favor-
Ing wheat, which, they assert, was the
real cause of a big loss to th
Most rellable advices are that every
flour mill in the Northwest h
ed operations, pending In ructions
trom the Minneapolls millers.

The crux of the trouble lles in the
statement that the transportation
companies have for ye:
ed agalnst flour in favor of wheat.

THE
costs to-duy U cents per 100 pounds to
gel a barrel of flour from Duluth to
Buftalo. It costs 2 cenis a bushel,
or § 1-3 cents per 100 pounds Lo carry
wheat to the seme point.

The action of the millers was sud-
den and unexpected, and was prowuyt-
ed by developments at the head of the
lakes, The head of a local milling
firm received a d

COMMERCIAL

he party freighted to Lesser Slave
iake and from there to Peace Kiver
Jrossing, entering the Grand FPrairie
country by way of Spirit river. From
there Mr. Burns worked his way -
wards the mountains.

The Grand Prairie country, as the
Peace river district is commonly call-
ed, had little snow this year, and cal-
to the few ranchers al-

message from Duluth stating that a
deal had just been closed for the car-
rylng of 450,000 bushels of wheat
trom Duluth to Buffalo at 2 cents &
bushel. With the existing rate of ¥
cents per 100 pounds for flour, this
put the miller out of it. Word was
sent about, and a meeting of the
heads of the various milling compan-
les called. It was decided Lo close
the mills at 7 o'clock.

The trouble lies in the fact that the
foreign millers and the New York and
New England millers are coming to
Duluth and other points and are buy-
ing great quantites of wheat, and are
taking it to their plants to muke it
into flour. They can do this and sell
the flour produced more cheaply thai
the Minneapolis mills can sell their
four in competition, for the reus
that under existing discriminations in
rates they can get the wheat (o their
plants for much less than the Minne-
apolis millers can get their tlour to
the competing points.

More than two thousand men di-
vectly connected with the mills are
vt of employment, and many others
employed in the cooper shops, bag
factories and in the railroad yards will
be affected.

It is the belicf vi rellroad men who
nave expressed thems  ves that the
situation must be wis:'y handled.
They say the controversy is an old
one. It involves the entire question
of comparative rates on raw and fin-
ished products. Transportation ex-
perts belleve that the rate on grain
should be less than that on flour, in
that there are no clalms against
wheat shipments as there are against
flour. Grain is a bulk shipment and
does not have to be handled as does
flour, which is a package freight. Un-
der the present conditions the boats
are glad to take grain to load back
at whatever they can get for It.

NEW CUSTOMS REGULATIONS.

“Rreferring to the clause in the reso-
lution submitted to parliament under
which a surtax is to be lmposed on
Ger n goods, which provides that
uo such surtax shall apply to
any goods actually purchased on or

efore the 16th day of April, 19003, by
any corporation, firm or person in
Canada, the question of Interpretation
to be placed upon this exemption
clause will be & matter for regula-
tion. 1 am authorized to state that
such regulation will provide for the
application of this exemption to goods

ve arrived in Canada and are

duty on or before the 30th

day ne, 1003, provided satisfac-

tory proof be furnished in each case,

that the order therefor from the im-

porter in Canada was in the hands of

the forelgn exporter on or before the
16th day of April, 1603."

This notification of th
tation to be placed
emption clause will ena business
men to determine what they should
do in regard to orders they may have
placed up to April 16, for German
Buo

Canada’s imposition of a surtax on
German goods was seemingly not un-
expected in ministerial quarters at Ot-
tawa, where the step is not regarded
us changing the trade relations to any
great extent, since Canada, recently,
has only been buylng such articles
from Germany as were not obtainable
elsewhere. The preferential duty ac-
corded to Great Britain already had
placed Germany at a disadvantage.
Nothing 18 likely to be done by the

rman government, as It I8 recognis
ed that It 18 nothing more than might
have been expected from Germany's
exclusion of Canada from most fav-
ored nation treatment In any event
the German government will not pro-
test until Chancellor Von Buelow re-
turns to Berlin.

Interpr
the ex

PEACE RIVER SURVEYS.

Edmonton, N. W. T, April 15—B.
Burns, in charge of the C. N. R. &

The parties left Edmonton some time
in the middle of January and went
first to the Athabasca Landing, where

tle
ready in the country were looking
splendid. The fur traders at Little
Slave Lake and at the Peace river
crossing a trade
this year and expect to
larger quantities of pelts than ever
fore. Freighting between Lesser
Slave lake 4nd the Pcace river is in
full swing and the traders are rush-
ings the goods for the points to Peace
river, Simoky river and north, so as to
have them laid down befora the thaw
and bad roads. At the Athabasca
Landing bullding s going on
vigorously and some five scows de-
stined to carry treigut down the Ath-
abasca river, are in process of build-
ing. Anybody who knew the Landing
some few years back, would hardly
recognize in it the hastling and bust-
ling place of to-day. Business depots
have sprung up, and the employees
have built themseives comfortable
fra 1e houses. The sawmill is taxed
to Its utmost to keep up with the de-
mand for lumber. Gagnon's new hotel
could not accommodate all the trade
and he found It necessary to bulld an
Mr. Burns finished his survey
ut the
17th of March. By this time the snow
at Grand Prairic has disappeared. The
party came back with pack horse by
way of Sturgeon Lake and Lake St
Anne. The Hudson Bay post at Stur-
geon has beer doing an enormous
fur trade eason and the traders
at Lake iit. Anne have been doing
well also, T'ie settlements are reach-
ing out alre.dy within close vicinity
of the lake and fences and houses and
other signs of human habitation have
made thelr appearance when only a
few years ago there was practically
wilderness. Mr. Burns will stay a
few days in town and wiil then return
to Winnipeg.

NAVIGATION OPENS.

Fort Willlam, Ont, April 10.—To-
day navigation was opened at the
port of Fort Willlam, for the season
of 1903, with the arrival of the anm
ers from Duluth at 3 p.m. This fore-
noon the Sonera could be seen making
headway for this port, arriving about
10 o'clock, and the steamer proved
herself to be a veritable ice breaker
as she cut a cha e
for a distance of about

followed In the Sonera's

the four Algoma Central
steamers—Theano Pallki, Montshavoi
and tow, Bartum; and feld
with her large steel barge, the Agawa.

The docks presented a holiday ap-
pearance, a large concourse
zens assembling to see the steamers
arrive. The line of boats moving
slowly up the channe!l in the ice pre-
sented a sorry plight. The steamer
Leafield didn't fare as well as the
other boats, owing to her tow barge
Agawa being a wider boat than the
channel cut by the Sonera, which caus-
ed detention in the arrival of the Lea-

evening.
The seven boats are all
the C. P. R, docks here In port.
total carrylng capacily represents
nearly a million tons of grain, The
captains of the steamers are: Sonera,
Capt. Reld; Theano, C . Pearson;
Pallka, Capt. Garvey; Bartum, :
Cadott; Agawa, Capt. Slammers. The
Kaministiqua river Is all free of ice.
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MAIL CONTRACT.

Sealed Tenders, addressed to the Post
bo recelved at Ot-
ay, the 3th
f
ty's ‘malls, propo ontract
four years, eighteen times per week
way, between Bt Honiface and Winni-
veg. from the Iat of July next
inted motices containing further in-
to conditions of proposed
forms of

office of the post
Post Office Inspector's
W. W. McLEOD,
Post Office Tnspector.
Winnipeg, April 17, 198,
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UNSURINKABLE [

This s one of the lines . °
carry In stock. We have unde - 9
wear In great varlety, Inclui. g
ing_practically everything th g
i desirable in this departmer
o

o

9
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Hosiery

In this department we aim
to excel, and the enormois
growth of our hoslery trade i -
dicates that we have the goos
which the people want.

We do not forget the ladi s
Some fine lines which will please
them In hoslery.

Suspenders

Fine Hand Sewn Goods. A
grand assortment. The st
lines in the market.

all other departments of
the Men's Furnishing trade we
ure fully up-to-date.

Our Mr. 8. C, Métthews nd
Mr. A. H, Wood are now in the
west, each carrying full lines of
samples for fall and aswort ng

them before placing your
orders,

Matthews,
Towers & Co

The Leading Men's Furnishing
and Undncrwur House of
ana

14 ST, HELEN STREET,
MONTREAL.
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