
acetirate accouint otide (lenieis is f4itini.
XVe have tih ýr.fore nî.>hing tù decifde wliîftiîer
the floodî wi-rt- îîniv.rmai or tiot, iLs tiraîlit iion
i nit tiniverxal, at I.'at wu have il# traeei of'

s§uch tradition ini Egvyît. i >rsia, ii-r ini C en-
tral iAfrieîL, sapart frount M(olaetitanti i,,flteî îe.

Vs'. mîî~ ir Bile. Aut autlior ftf' tlîirty
cear.4 ago writing fuf ( Jiia.li %'oiil 111)t

incîuîdef tlie Maritimni, P -v-.4< or lite gr.'at
NtorLli-W.est. (,auîsî.lsi tiieî wvn.' siînjîly
Ontario,,u. and .is'* and>e fLu lo'wer
Canîada. 'Jie writ"-r i)f (Geîîcis lîy "the fac.'
of ai] tilt- ,'artl,, the nîlotntai ns' and. eveî'y
Iligi Iii il,' w.nîi i îen the eartia, n muin 1taii»
and hisI am thleu k uîuwn ;an am w wot%( have n
accuti., neans of icnowing w~hat was tuie
eartlî as thvii known, we canfuît s4ettie tilt-
question l'y an appeal to (kw'smis. WLe inay
di.4cuss i>lo>1al i is, but a strict c'iluxîenItary
of our record alone will yield us no certain
data; tior im iL necessary for the pniefor'
which te Bible w&.4 written, whicll, as we
have airvady hinteil, lias a more imîportanît
bearing tupon praeticai trutiî. We shall thon

pason to stable groihid.
Thle tiîne of Noahi was4 cliaracterized by

great wickodness (tien. vi. 5), ani daring
festivity. MaLt. xxiv. .17 azîd Ps. lxiii. 6-12
wiil doubtiessly describo their sipirit. ««There-
fore prido coimpasseth thein about as a can
violence covereth them as a garinent. Their

eyes ntand out with fatness: they have more
t an heart could wi8h. They are corrupt,
and speak wickedly concerning oppression :
they speak Ioftily. They set their xnouth
against the heavens, and their tongue walketh
through the earth. Therefore his people
return hither, and waters of a full cup are
wrung out to them. And they say, How
doth God know? and is there knowledge in
the most High ? Behold, these are the un-
godly, who prosper in the worid; they increase
in riches."

This corruption i described as universal.
The public sentiment was utterly ungodly;
" God looked down from heaven upon the
children of men to see if there were any that
did understand, that did seek l3od. Every-
one of them was gone back, there was none
that did good, no, not one."

It is an easy thing to fait in with a public
sentiment, Vo accept the common standard of
morality, and that without any inquiry as to
the correctness of tho sentiment, the authority

of tli:îttttidiar-!. A sîilitary <'vil loo.ks veýrs
loti'kbut %wli n~ large eom;îanltty o-ngage

tliiiri 1 it, iii', t wi iiuior.' gvi'uerai favmnir
liî.î4 a iipii,îr jniirlin.îfl us il, .'riuie, tiie dlliar,-

.dî)ttjn''i ly ftil4 il)<oiiu<u filércatilîi.
spî.ecildat >11 Scoii 1î'esp -M ILI If 1l. l'w.re i4 aL

c''î4aît .rî..'îevtiol l1ow t.l,* (.Msy. goilig
iii ual t y wii i li Nve are ~î un t e .We
wervî SE ,i lt IL Ili , <''iii i ig tii Ilf- m-lierf'
tilt- gi'oat îînîty ~î'letotiuilisayi's ', 1

siiotilil liket aL w'e.s' vo eu'rî b uit am5 Yi(?

odil.l' 'I'wv.'rity-tivt' yî'arm awu. lie wiL4 aà lu<ld Inai
i wnî îtsoue atle,îîîs .nîulfiritilysa "N(?,"'

t<> tii.lt- e Iga i t rife. lii moa ;îîuihîileîirage.
tu <lIii k ini tli' i ristittne wv ]lave inv.ntioni,
w liere total ahîstin.'uîeî' mtas i110 virtiu.', l'lit its
jîraetiCîO a e~''.i'. Noahi w~ai sitigîtiar, lie
gla- ed to 1w sihigullar, lie l ru'uli iglite<uis-
tàmss ('2 Pet. ii. 5> whîeîî iL va iupopular,
iaint airîe<l lus integnity wlien ai aruîinfi

were fl'ase. Noah was no 1iiee 017' ro
îîîoral coward lie -was. ahurie, bunt lie Ilad tilt'
cour'age of lus Convictions, lie t(>iied on, and
iuoldly uttered his message.

No,îh's faiLli hait a spuîcific direction, " Being
warned concerning tlîings flot 8een as yet,
inoyed with go<lIy fe-ar." We mecd ini these
days a faith in the direction Noali took. Re-
houndirug froin sonie very bard presentations
of God's providence and redemnjtion, we are
flying to the other extreme and mieetinîg the
spirit which Jsaiali decî'ciibes4 (xxx. 10):
" Prophesy not unto us riglit thiing4: speak
unto us smooth things, prophesy dleceits."
Mon are ready to accej>t .Jod's, mercy and a
chance at the last: they are' fot ready to
accept as rudes of life the continued declara-
tion of providence and revelation-" The
wicked shahl not go unpunishied." Such
blindness is wilful foly, for is there not a
coming jîmdgment for ai sin? and where can
hope be Îound for sin tinfor.saken ? There i
a inarked significance in the fact that the
peari of parabUes which openIs up so thorough-
ly the father's heart, emphaticaily re1 n'esents
no sign from that father as long as the pîrodigal
riots, not even in the degradation and hunger
of the swinelherd, or any outstretched arm put
forth untîl thore is repentance. Afar off
indeed the son is seen b> love's keen oye, but
thc stops are thon turned-they are home-
ward bound. God nover compromises with
sin, neyer!
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