THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

o

tender and low, for the child, who, ~umuel Like, rests n’
His temple.  No muddle wall of parhition divides foom a
Saviour's love; and 6ed’s fatherthocd extends wide as the
human race, and therefore, be you pr wrral or wnna, come,
come boklly back to your Father's home whe. e 1s bread
enough and to spate.

There is a decp pathos in theadoration of the infant Jeue
by the Magi--eastern sages bowing before the bibe i swad
dling clothes—the wise men wonbipprag at the hane
of a cluld ! How many, warnod by lue's biutcroypene wes,
jung tor the teturn of cinldhood’s tutial gt Chidhoad
gazes upon the worll wath veverent tust and wonder, mon.
hood has Jost trust and fove in baed proappling wath the fact.
of hie, becomes bewaldered with the e culwons thereod,
untsl jaded, bruised, the heart takes refuge in the cild agzan,
and finds adoration to be greater than teason, tiust sweees
than logic, and luve nearer heaven than cold alisiractions,
thus reabizing one of the deepest utterances of the once Beth-
lehem babe, ** Except ye become as httle chldien ye canain
no wise enter into the hingdom of heaven.” Childhood looks
out upon hfe tewstiully resting on the mother's arm, the
chaldbood of the hingdom, from death’s Tast sleep gazes fust
upon the vther hie from the embitace of the eller brother

* Safe 1 the ams of Jesus.”

The mquiry **Where 1s He 2" suggests the thought that
these stiangers without doubt, espected all Jerusalem to be
ast with juy at the advent, and would wonder that they
should be the first to raise inquiry upon the subject. Darael's
apathy wasnes usable, for the Sunbes—to Herod's gues.
tivn —had a ready answer, yet the chilin o of the hingdow
Ly privileges are otten further removed therefrou than the
publicans and smncrs they despise.

Endeavonnng to 1ealize what must have leen the fodivgs
of these strangers, who, scarching in Judea’s capital fu
Isreel’s hang, found no tiace of Joy or even ntarest, we can
i measure understand the joy with wloch they greeted the
second appearance of the star (v. 100

It may be there ate heatts here who can anterpret this g
who have felt the trusung, loving, peaceful spint of cluld.

hood quenched in cares and anxicus toil—lont 0 the bustle !

of hife's raree-show —who have followed many hghts which,
fike to those gleanunyg over mashes and stagn. nt pools, the
wiall 0" the wisp, have unly led deeper mto entanglements and
vamshed, leaving the heart that trusted thom ap the chill
damp of disappemtment, who **having angute Lot wise e
and found nothung, of rehgions men and discovered htle,”

have szen at length a ghmmenny star, leading to the place”

where the young child lay.  Whether your expenence has
been thus traced or not, beheve e, traveller through thes
world of care and sin, the Chast of that village mn you
need, we 2l need, turn to this hght.

*“Be it thy guide, thy hyht, thineall,

It tads all dark torebodings cease

And through the storm, daik dangu’s thmll,
It leads thee to the port of peace :

Then safely muorcd,‘ah perils o'er
Sing, first in mght's bught diadem,

For ever, and for evermote
The star—the star of Bethlchem.”

A RICH MAN ON RICHES.

* The following story, says the ** Wayside, " 1s tull of Jacob
Ridgeway, a wealthy citizen of Philadelptia, who died many
years ago, leaving a fortune of five or six mitho u dollars |

« Mr, Rudgeway,” smda young man with whom the mid-
lionaite was conversing, ** You are more to le envied than
any gentleman [ know.”

*\Why s0?" responded Mr. Rudgeway. * Tam not aware
of any cause tor wlhich 1should be parucularly cavied.”

s\What, sir ! ” exclaimed the young man i asionishient,
*“ why, are you not a mallionane?  Think of the thousands
your mcome brings you every month 1"

“*Well, what of that?” replied Mr. Ridgeway. * Al that

I get out of it 1» my victuals and clothes and 1 can't eat
more than one man’s allowance, or wear more than one swt
ata ume. Pray, can't you do as much.”

** Ah, but,” said the youth, ** think of the hundreds of
fine houses you own, and the rental they bring you !

“ What better am 1 off for that?" 1ephied the nch man.

‘¢ I can only live in one house ata time ; as for the mouney |
seceive for rents, why, I can’t eat or wear it, I can only use
it to buy other houses fur uther peoble to live 1, they are
beneficiaries, not L.”

¢ But you can buy splendid furniture, and costly pictures,
and fine carriages and horses—in fact anything you desire.”

* And after I have bought them,” responded Mr. Ridge.
way, * what then? 1 can only look at the furmture and
pictures, and the poorest man who is not blind can du the
same.
in an omnibus for five cents, without the trouble cf atten ing
to dnvers, feotmen and hostlers; and as to anything |
*desire,’ I can tell you, young wan, that the less we desiie
in this world the happier we shall te. Al my wealth can-
not buy mc a single day more of life—cannat buy tack my

youth—cannot purchase examption fiomsichness and pain— fmoched, btetally, * made sport with ™ or vutwiited, he was
cannot procure me poner to keep afar oft the ponerotdeath s |

and then what willavail, when, i a few years at most, 1 lic
down in the grave and leave it all forever 2™

I can nde nu easier in a fine carnage than you can
aml Antipater.
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M John oy The Word made Fresh
'O TRUT The Prince of Peace
) 2 ETRNTIN 3] Dawvid s toyat Son
Ih, Isa v 192 Gold and Incunse brought.
F. Fx no1io Muoses Saved
S A PRI TN S I XY tHerod aud Pontius Pilate
sab Mat o2 The Fhigatinto Egypt
HELDS 1O SITDY.

Phe thght o 1 gy pt seams to have taken place almest

immediatedy afrer the vt of the wiee nen We vamot

suppeose that Hevod sated many davs o seo whetiwes they
wouitd seturn to hun or not,

Betwean these two avents there 1o no oom fon the st to
Jerusalem, the presentation i the tample, ang the i o
Nazareth, tecorded by Luke 1t s e st reasonable to sup.

*peese that at least the tinst two of these Tt montioned events
hajened previous to the vivit of the wive men Thaoas
caothing to shew that they arcsod nnnediately aftes the
Savieur s basth, or that the * house 1 which they found

Him was the stable i winch He had Teen bian g and then
sown caleulation of the date of the buth of Chist, as come.

mincated to Heond, gives two years to conie atd go wpon,

Lhe proper place, w Lakeds narnative, tor the ovenis ot
those two Jessons as probabiy i the nuddle of the juin verse
of chapier v,

Lie disisums of our preseat lesson are : {2y Zhe £,

(2) LA Lerwatton, (3) Tac Return,

o Lotie Friens Vers, 1313 Although the usual
Stesidence of Josep band Mary was at Nazareth, they appoa
St have theug e ot e duty to emane at Bahdchom, and
“baing up the Thvine Child oe cie Oty of Davad,” Hese
“than they continued tdl God wained them of smpending
tdanger,

Of tlus fist part of our lesson four subdivsions may be
made (1) A Dream, 12) Gol's Caee, 130 Go, and he
CGoeth, " 1) A Frophecy Fulnbled
Coaod Draam, =Ner 13 As a rale, dreams are not

worthy of muach atiention; but we fearn fiom the Bible that
P Godolten wtlucnced His people and othiers i this way, and
pechaps He sometimes does so sl
© When they were departed  [his refers to the wie
-men. No acadents happen i God's hands,  The infant
Saviour was to rewain at Bethlchem until the wise men
| should see Hum, and Hle was abo to oxcape in goud time
from the wrath of Heraod.
| The Angel of the Lord. This was ¢ a dream that was
not all a dream ;™ the ** Angel of the Lord " was actually
l present and spoke to Juseph,
|2 Gad's Care.—Ver. 13, He orders the movements of
T His people dur the accomplishment of His purposes and
: for their good.
P Anse. No ume was to be lost.  We often find this
iword intioducing ascommand o God's servants. urging
!lhcm to nstant acthion.
¢ Flee into Egypt. This country was at a considerable
!dmamc, but st} 1t was the nearest, out of the junabiction
“ul erud ; a heathen country, but used mote than unee bietore
tor the sale'y of Gud's people.

J U G0, and ke Gutn”- Ver, 14 In fauh Joseph was
catrue sun of Abaabiam. e oleyed directly and without
question.

t By nigkt, Probably the very mght of the dreans. “Lhe
details ot the juurney are not recorded. Fhere 1 no founda-
ten whateveria scapiure for tue wild lggends invented by

the Chusch of Rowe, and il Lelieved by unllions, to the |

ctiect that on the way to Egypt, © dragons came atad bowed
down to Chiist, the hons ani levpards adoted Lim, the 1oses
iof]cnclm blossomed whereser hie trud, the palm trees at by
»command bent down to give thew dates, and at has eatrance
“into Egypt all the sdols of the land fell down with a sudden
Zrash, and lay shattered and brokeo upon their faces.”

. A Frophey Eulfdled—Ver, 15, Fhe words of the
prophets often, in 1act generally, have two or mote applica.
tons.

+t of Egypt have I called my Son. Fllusistobe
found 10 Husea s 1, and uudoubtedly refers to Israel as a
aation, but the Bible 15 us owe anterpreter, and  the same
Holy Spint that anspired Hosea to winte the woidy, also
wspired Matthew to tieat them as a prophecy concerning
Chust,

fl. THg PrRSECUTION.- Vers. 16.18. IHerod the
Greatis described by Josephusas a cruel and elentless tyrant
who put tu th a vast number of people, wcluding hus
wife, Martamae, and his three s ns, Aristubulus, Alesander,

Under this head, foar sut divisions may
also be made : (2) Herod's Wiath, (20 1 he Massacre ol
Innocents, (3) ** Go, and he Goeth, (4) A Prophecy Fulhie.

led.
1. Herads Wrath.—Ver. 16, When he saw that he was

exceeding wroth, enraged to the highest pitch.  Tre
wise men of course had no ntenaon of piayiug lum a tnck ;

mote ready to a uve them of decmpton and to be angry with
em for

tTA M ' Innsomtn ™ Ver, 16 The

op penenes of the B e ke nuuch of the fact that thee

evertis ot mentione Ly | oephins, but surely athing may
te tue although Bosepias does not say ar, st would take
mote than ore fosephus te tecond the acttoctes commitred

Iy Heaod o anith ©massaae o e keeping wirth the

vertentd shtements avde Ty that T nan reganding the

chavacter ard domges o the man

inother 8% ploy Frepoca. Vets 13,08 The te.
muhsalienly mte e the ot apphiciien of the
wordval tbe prophersappiy hoee aises Nadoubt the pas-
svigean ferennah w15 e s to the Jews an ceptinaty,
bt 1t s encngh doe us thatan the fext of our Jesson, the
Holy Spant ves st & ditfeant agopbaation

¢ Ketdo Laventaion Ver 18 Jethlehem was in-
Ealitcd by Do pinites and Fpbovoros and Toth of these
tbes wore descordad nom Kachiel,  Some twenty lovange
wiorhers, danghtess of Kehaed, were no doabt, @ wiepimy

Frorely cnvugh for thess dadings, tern i thas atms and
cruetly put ta death,

Y Tur Reives Vers 1923 When Joseph was
duected totake the Hely Chaldd and s mothar to gy, a
promine of tecall was piven to hame Lhat pronnse wasnow
to be tulnlled The culabivicins vid othis head ve
Lhe Dicath of Hlewon?, +2) Another Dhcam, 13 Come, and

“he coneth, T4y & Fhad faldiment ot Propheey

o 1 Dtk of Hovd o Ver 1o, Herold s death was
i heeping wath dus Lo The Lt command was that o
number of the noblumen of las cowrt should be excoutal, so
that there mught be mourmng at his death,

g0 Ancther oam Ver 19, As an the hist dieam
Jonephiwas told = 4y he was to go to Lgy pt, soan this second
diecam he s told why he s to return

For they are dead which tought the young child's

thfe  Lhe use of the plural bere istend of the smgular con-
seys to Joswph the asswiance the there was now no enemy
lelt aimve wWho could accompliah tre chald's death,

SCenm, and ke comith' Ver, 21 e prompt
abedience of Joseplt agan cnnes betore us, and fumsshes an
caample which ad ouy ki o follow.,

He teturns 1o the land of Israel, but puolabiy by (s
e undanstanding thas a continuaus teselence at Bethle
hem was not necessany to the ep by of the ** Son of

»Dasad,” and hradiag that

. Archelaus did reign in Judea, he avode T that pact of
the country and went e mie to Noareth, Aschelaus betng

“hnown to have wbernted the ued disposition ot s father,

and Herod Aaupas the tottarch of Galiee besnyg ot a anlder

character.

g A Lhed Lwlnimene ot Liophes Vers, 230 Fhe
wording hore s exceptional. e prophecy thiat He should
be calicd @ Nazarane s not attnbated 1o a1y parteular proe.
phet but stated o have been spoken by the Prophets,
It will be remembered that Nazueth was wuch an oincute
and despised place that Nathanael ashed ** Can any good
i thing come outof Nazareth.”  Lae prophets concerm des.
cnbing Chint as desprsed of men; and s tesidence 1in
Nazareth fulls, nut one prupheey, bt the substance of
many pro hecies, e.., Psalmazin 6, Josuah . 2, 3, 4.

Condusion.- Fiom the whole lesson we Jearn that those
who come o God through Chust, and place themselves 1n
"His hands, shall be saved and protected, 1 spate of what-
ever powers may comiune {or their destruction.
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CONSUMPTI{ON CURED.
] An old physician, retired from practice, having had pla ed
S s hands by an East India mnsstonary the foimala of a
simple vegetabic remedy fur the speedy awd petmaneat cure
for Consumpti wi, Branchuus, Cataith, Asthing, and all Enroat
and Lung Mectons, also 2 positive and radwal cure for

Nervous Delnlity and all Nervous Complants, after having
i tested it wonderful curative posers i thousuids of cases,
¢ has teltat s duty to make 1t known to his sutfonng fulows,
Autuaied by this motive and a desire to relieve human sufs
feang, T will send fiee ot charge 1o all who dosire s, thas se.
Peipe, 1n German, French, or Eaglish, with full direcuiuns
tor preparing and using.  Seat by mail ty addressing with
~lamp, naming this paper, W. W. SHERAR, 749 Powers'
Dlock, Ruhester, N. V.

Tue Geunan Federal Counail his adopted by a consider-
able majonty a bill fixing the legislative peniod of the Reich-
stag at four years, and providing that Budgets be presented
every two ycars.

It s said the Cathulic clergy have refused the Govern-
ment’s cuncession allowing them to supervise rehigiousinstrucs
non in schools. They claim that they themselves should
actually give instruction as befure the enactment of the Falk
laws.

Havr the iatellectual failures of the present day come
frema lack of dennite aim and an unflinchung devotion to
ssome sprel paisui, When so many anteresting ietds of
uity ate opei, U requires 3 Roman fortitude of nund to
purposely give up aii ~veonc ortwo. But this is preasely
what 2 man must Jdo if hie mens to make his power tellin
the world. "To concentiate 1s tomaster something eveatually,
while to diffuse one's tine and energy 13 to acquire a preat
wmass of mnperfect knowledee, and to hold superhaally 2
mulutude of disconnected facts.  There 1 not a part of the
human body, or a branch of any -cience, upon which one
couid not spend a hifetime of work, and yet leave much un-

but the deceitfulness of his own pature made bun all the

{

touched,



