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that tie Pràkrits, or dialcts of modern Judia, (Io to the literary and
sacreci Sanskrit. Thus the people of Quito sp)oke a, dialeet wvlncli
difflered scarcely at ail fromn that at the capital nof greater diflerence
subsisting hctween theun than subsists betweeni the Queeni's Eniglish
auJIL the dialect of *Yorkshire, if inideeci there wvas so inucli. lIn the
niortheru -and central parts of thf- sierrat of Pemu the Chinchav-Suytu
wvas spoken. The Yunca wvas the langu age of the Pertuvian. coast
the Lamia of the tribes near the great, Rivtr Iluallaga, and the Cauqui
of the p)eople ofi Tauyos in Central Peru. ]Round the shores of Lake
Titticcacat the Aymara, Language is stili spoken, fi-oui the city of' Punio
to the southi of Bolivia. Aymara is certainly very diflèrent from
Q uiehut -in pronuniciation, but not more than Lowv1and Scotch froni
E iglishi south of Tweed, the vocabulary being on the wlhole the saine,
and the ,rammatical construction is identical wvîth that of' Quichua.
Further south, in Tucuman, in the Argentine Republie, the Caichaqul,
a variety of Aymara, is spoken. \Vith the exception of thie Lamia,
wvhichi is a branchi of the great Tupi family of languages. ail these,
aialects, and a, large nuinher more, are from one conimon stock, and
Q uichua is to be considered the eider sister and representative of the
grloup, even if' we do not regard it as the parent of themi ail. During
the perioci of Inca ascend:- icy, Quichua superseded ail the otheî'
dialects as the languiage of '-e genn 0race; it waFh anug

of a peoifie far' advanced iii civilizattion ; it wvas assiduously cultivated
by Iearni-ied men for several centu ries; and it may theu'eforo be selected
as the nîost perfect of the extensive American group of languages.
Hence its importance to the philologist. Tlhrotigh the rapid diminu-
tion of the aboriginal p)opulation, and the constantiy increasing cor-
ruption of thieir ancient tongute, throughi the substitution of Spanishi
for Quichua words, the introduction of Spanish idionis and the loss
of all purity of style, this langruage, once so :flou rishing, whici 'vas
tised by a polishied-and wve mighit even. say splendid court-.-and a
weil-establishied Goveriinient, wvhich w'as once spoken througbout a
vast empire, is fast disappearing. Ere long, perhaps, it wvill entirely
fade ava.y fromn the miemory of living generations. -Witi it wvii dis-
apP)ea the richest forni of tdie great Aierican group of languages.-
no smiall loss to, the studeut of' phiioiogy With it wiJl bc Iost ail the
traditions ;vhichi 3et remain of the old glory of the Icas-ail the
l)oelns, elegies and love songs which stami) the character of a onc
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