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nature is a standard for the ineasurement of tirne, whlich hurnanity iii ai
places and in ail ages ilnay accept.

The direct connection between tachi locality on the earth's surfilcu
and thie wvorld'.- standlard clîrononieter is through the hour -eridian. h
is plain that when any griven hour is indicated by thc solar passage, the
sun will be vertical over every part of that mneridian ini both i einispliercs.
Accordingyly, the earth's surfatce bcin- divided into twventy-four section.,
or zones> each extending seven and a hiaif degrees on each side of
its hiour ineridian, w: obtain the nieans of establishing univcrsally thie
one reckoning by the cornmon standard. This has been terrncd tilt
"hour zone svster-n.» By its use> the difficulties which have becn referredl

to are overcor-ne %vithout any violent departure froin our inherited idc;aý.
and the exacting custoins entailed upon us.

The unity of tiine is indisputable. Looking forivardC a few years, unit%
of notation inay become indispensable; meanwhile, the present amni and
object is to obtain iii aIl civilizcd couintries uniformity of reckoning. If
a coniron notation wcere at once attcnipted t iro ughlout tlîe wi.orld, it
would corne into direct conflict wvith the hiabits and customs xvhicli
]lave everywhere prevailed froin the first dawn of civilization. Thle
hour zone sI.ystenii, while fitriishiing the easy iiicans of t-ansition to
one notation, irovides a ayby which correct principles inay at once
universallv be applied, and uniformity ini tine-rcckoningc substanti.ally
.secuired.

The hour zones theoretically cxtend seven and a liaif degrees of
longritudc on each side of the hour mecridians, but an arbitra-ýry enforce-
Ment of this limitation is by no mneans essential. The boundary linc of
contiguous zones must be govcrned by national, geographical, or coi-
niercial considerations, as expediency in each case will dictate.

The principlcs which underlie the hour zone system are, (1> duit
on the passa.ge of th e sun on any hour nieridi<in it is held to be twvel'e
o'clockc (noon1) throughout the zone to w'hich that meridian belongs,
(2) that the notation iii cadi zone is (lircctly comncctcd wvith die
commnon standard unit of the world by an establishedc relatio!lshlip. It
iq obvious, tlîat if tlie notation in the several zones be thus connicctcd withi
the world's standard, tliere will be a complete and systcrnatic identifica1-
tion ini thc notation of each of Uic twcnty-four zones. There wvili be
différences, but thc différences will iii every case bc known, the grada-
tions beilmg the invari-able multiple of one hour. Tlirougliout thc globe
there w~ill bc coznpletc ident-4ty in thc minutes and seconds. For
exampie : wlien tic reckoning is described ini the tentlî zone as 6 liours,
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