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absurd as to suppose it to be advantageous for a branch oftrade to be in an unsound instead of a sound conditionbecause articles may be temporarily dicheap." Lookingback at the state of fire insurance in Canada previous to theformation of the association when somne eight companiescollapsedwe have littie hesitation in saying that any companywhich would deliberateîy end an association wbich hasalready done so much would deserve to be stigmatized asculpably reckless, both Privately and publicly; but as far aswe can see no such misfortune need be anticipated.

CÂNÂDA'S WHEÂT TIRADE]M
In our September(, 888)issue we hiad an article upon "'Rus-sian Wheat,"Y wherein we pointed out the danger Canadaran in comî>eting for the English market, by the increasedcost of production and the consequent necessity of deman-1 .ing a higher figure than other countries for her wheat.That this warning was flot untimely has been clearîy illus-trated in a recent speech, by Sir Charles Tupper in whichhe gave statistics proving that whereas the total imports ofwheat into Great Britain in 1888 had increased nearîy tenilflion cwts. over those of 88S6,or about twenty per cent. theimnports 0f Canada atone had fallen off alm'ost two millions,or about 66 per cent. during the saine period. T lcthe rnatter more ptainîy before our readers, we W pllehexact figures and values, which are as IoUlows:

Total Inports. Value. Canadian Impors. Value.1886 47,404,344 CWts. L17,888, I5Sstg. 3YO80,964 cwts. L£j1888 57,224,934 di 21,971Y331 id 1,089,728 19 -, 8 2,728stg
434,385 di

This exhibit everyone must acknowledge discloses a veryserious state of hings, and one which is flot improved if weseek the reason thereof, for by taking the average relativeprices of the wheat as given above, we find that whereasthe price for the total imports shows only a trifiing variationduring the two years mentioned, being about 7s 7d. and 7s,8d. respectiveîy, the average price of the Canadian wheatWas 7s. 8d. in 886, but had risen to 8s 4d. in '888. Thus wecannot shut our eyes, to the fact that it is simply the advance.in Our price which has handicapped us in the great marketfor wheat, and that so long as the supply remains abundantýly able to meet the demand, we cannot hope witb our priceat 8s. 4d. per cwt. to compete successftiîîy with coun-
tries wbo can place the article on the mnarket at 7. 8d. Itis ail very well for Sir Charles Tupper, to urge the necessityf encouraging our trade with the mother country; but withthe latter, commerce is simpîy business with which senti-ment has nothing to do. Great ]Britai wiîucasPefood and supplies from those who wil el tei he hepest, and she is quite willing to deal witb Canada upon thc'seterns; but, depend upon it, the day is very far distant when,upsetting her Present fiscal policyseilsatohrpo

pe"YOu must pay more for Your wheat now, in order that 1may assist Canada and help her fariner5 ."9 YfEga~lagiven p "Protecting $9 her own fariner5, how cn wexpect ber to ciprotect 1'ours? 
nwNow it is evident that froin some cause or other the costof producing wheat in Canada bas become too heavy for usto compete with other countries Where Prices are low, andit will be well for u~s to face the situation Squarcîy and endeavour to discover the rexnedy for the evil. Our vjewsupon protective tariff have beern ernIrnciated M~ore than
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once in these columns, and while no unprejudice oflf I
deny that protection in itself tends to raise the C)t'
ing, yet it is only fair that everyone sould ber his0*
burdens," and tlat protection aone is not acou iale1
the unsatisfactory decline in Canada's wheat trade . uw
gathered froin the fact that Germany and other C utoGes
der a protective tariff increased thieir îheat eXPorts tobIe
Britain, during the years, the sttistics of which e 0O
given, and we cannot help thinking that the 'xntrsdot
this to a great extent is that those other colnietS for
keep up and tax the people with nine goverflen1 h
every four and a haf millions of inhabitantS. dThisUg
heavy load with which Canada is îvighted, andreorgte
Hon. Mr. Foster in hs able Budget speech hailep d 1
have said in effect, that taxation and civilizatiol go det,
hand, we do not suppose that e for a moment intendet

convey the idea that the more heavily a people are si
the more civilizd they must be, because in that case -
key and Egypt wotild be the most civilized of 113t'011stead of two of the most barbarous. A certain arnOultaxation 15 necessary to carry on the Governfilet of 1country effciently ; but when there are nine goverln e t
be supported instead of one, you not only have tO 5nre0l
Ilbona fide"1 taxation very materially, but whefl thettion is so small that the legitimate business of each of
8ub-Governments (if we mnay ue the expression) takes
mere trifling amount of time and labor, illegitit-rt na lment creeps in, to mieet which the people are in1PrOlýef -
taxed or, to speak more to the poiiit, pol iti call y robbed.- s
is the cancer which is sucking out the life-blood ofCal
for if a Railway Company is taxed it will probably .i~,u
its charge on the transit of grain ; if a bank. or a fire 1n
ance company is taxed, each will put it on in its çh-Irge fffifarier for the advance or the insurance on the saneg
and if this meddling taxation is civilization wve hould -do
glad to have a description of barbarisi. Until Cana5da Il
hersef by some mneans or other of this incbus Of Vo
legisation and its necessary adjunct of over-taxat"ol
will always stand at a disadvantage in Competing for.a' 1

in the world's markets.

AN INTERESTING QtERY.
A correspondent asks the following qLeiry:, ýOfbuilds a house and takes out instirance thereo n. 1 ,lstwo afterwards hie puts in bathroom and water cortctokThe policy as Written reads " on the buildings " sinli? 0111ing no mention of the water connections. What W010ld 00your opinion Of the right of the insured to ca ii for 1

the bath and vater fixtîres ii the event of a ls h to
by fire ?

take i to man a" REI'LV. wihb
Althoughi the teri here used is sil)y 4 iidntroOOtak i tomen a&'dwelling bouse," of wil ahW

and water connections would naturally form a Pa"'also suppose, as this addition was not made uintil taCY00or two afterwards,"t that the insturance originall]Al'?the prorerty had been renewed in the mieaitinli 1eg 1that such addition had been made within the knvi 4lnot with the consent of the company or its aget* is0Vthis view of the case there can be nio doubt as tO te"lity under the policy for any loss or damnage bybathroon water connections. Such piping aild
being of' a permanent nature, become " fixtures" buchattels, and are heki as a part and portiolà Of the ,


