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AN Eaglish ~cientific expert has
reported  upon the distribution  of
telephones in different countries in
Europe, on which is based an article in Zue Zater-
ary It NV Tt is surprising to find the system
iost oxtended in Norway, Luxemburg, Switzerland,
amd Denmark.  Norway has a telephione to every 144
inhabitants, whitle Great Britain has only one to every
630, Franve one to 1,332, Austria one to 1,040, [taly
1 to 2.53¢, and 1 Russta there is only one instrument
for every 13,102 of mhabitants.  In Luxemburg the
price ol a tuephone is $16, which covers everything,
the cansequence of this cheapness being that the whole
of the Grand Duchy has a telephone service.  Taother
parts ot Eutope a system has been established for
brimgany the villages into a circuit of telephones, a
development along the lines of which there will ere
long be great advances made in Canada.  The lower-
ing of rates expands the demand for telephones, so
that companies can get better results from moderate
prices and liberal conditions, than from excessive
rates and arritating restrictions.

Telaplione Diatr)
butfoe,

RiurorTs on the Provincial insane

luennity Stathaties, 0 s show an increase in the year

from 2.603 patieats to 2,731. How

far such increase is owing to the increasing facilities

for placing mentally disordered persons in a public

asylum is worthy of attention. “T'o such facilities, and

the greater and increasing readiness of relatives to

relieve themselves of the task of caring for this class,

there is reason to belicve a considerable increase is due
in the number of asy lum patie is.

Physictans are becoming more and more in the habit
of taking the sick away from private houses for treat:
went i hospitals. Cares must be known to most
persons of the removal uf patients to public institutions
for medical care, which only a few years ago would
never have been dreamt of as requiring such a separa-
tion from the home.  OF our own knowledge we have
cogmzance of persuns of large income, capable of
secuning the best advice and nursing at home, having
no special need  of hospital appliances, who were
removed to a povate ward in such institution, chiefly
tor the parpose of secunug the houschold from the
wterruptions  incident o the presence of  sickness.
Census  statistivs give the number of insane under
treatment iu public asylums in 18g1 in Great Britain
and Ireland as 113641, being an average of 31.47 for
each 1,0 of mhabitauts.  In 1871 the number was
73,885, ¢jual o an average of 24.03 per 1,000.  The
increase 1 ten years of 7.44 per 1,009, which is 23 per
cent. wanld be alarming it true. We, however, are
thoroughly satisfied that such an increase in the num-
ber of 1sane personsin the Old Country has not taken
place, but that the imerease shown above  can be fully
accounted lor by the madern practice of using asylhung
so generally by all classes for the eare of patients who
in furmer davs would have been kept at home. Not
far from this city recently. a young mau was desired by
s phasician to be sent to an asyluut ; on hearing of
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this, his sister said, ** No, dector, he shall stay at home;
and if needful 1 will devote myself entirely to his care,”
s0 her love stopped one more being added to the num-
ber of asylum patients.  Tu the case named the symp-
toms of brain disorder were quickly alleviated, and the
sufferer will be thoroughly convalescent far sooner than
if he had been incarcerated in a public institittion, the
very surroundings of which would probab'y have
made his permanent detention a necessity.  Statistics
in such matters need to be taken with a grain of salt,
as they do not always so present the entire factors ol
the question as to justify a decided judgment being
formed.

A FEW nights ago the switch-board
in the DPrince of Wales Theatre,
London, burst into flames, threaten-
ing that terrible calamity—a theatre panic. The audi-
torium became pitch dark, yet no one moved. The
flames were quickly put out, and the lighting re.
stored in a minute or two. Over this incident the
Journal of Gas Lughting makes merry, as it reflects upon
the claims of electricity to be a safer illuminant than
gas. The incident is certainly another illustration of
the danger of defective clectrical apparatus, a danger
which will certainly disappear as ore perfect methods
are devised and adopted for the installation of an elec-
tric lighting system. ‘There is, however, this vital
advantage on the side of the newer light, electricity
may start a fire, but it does not feed its offspring, as it
usually puts itself out by creating a fire, as it did at the
Prince of Wales Theatre.  Gas, on the other haud, when
it starts a fire, keeps on adding fuel to the flames, and,
as firemen only kuow too well, many a fire is made
difficult to extiuguish because inflammable gas is being
poured out in such a volume as to create intense heat
and conditions which are exceedingly dangerous.
When the fire occurred at the London theatre the
audience kept still, owing, no doubt, to universal con-
fidence felt in the safety of a building lighted by elec-
tricity. To extend and to render such confidence jus-
tifiable should be the policy of all interested in elec-
trical enterprises.

An Eleetrie Firo in
a'Theatro

Ix accordance with suggestions made
a length oftime ago, the Government
has just issued a class of Dominion
notes intended for the exclusive use of bankers in their
larger transactions with each other and with the
Finance Department. These notes are not negotiable
by the public, indeed they cannot fall into the hands
of others than the ! akers and the Government
officials for whose convenience and protection they are
issued. Should one or more get astray in trausmission,
it would be quite valueless to any one but the rightful
owner. The new notes for $5.000 have a portrait of
the late Sir John A. Macdenald, the $1,000 ones that
of the Queen, and thuse of §500 of the Marquis of
Lorne. Their chief use will be in settling Clearing
House balances, in the payment of which those notes
will obviate all risk from a parcel of them being lost
or stolen.

New Class of Damn
fulon Notes,




