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Psalm Lir.: ' Why
ief, O mighty man.
This Psalm appears to have been composed
2 oocasion of the treachery and cruelty of
,the Edumite, the prineipal servant of
. Tn wae 21st and 22nd chapters of 1st
musl, a full account is given of the condi-
ion and conduct of David and of the person,
bom he here addresses, and whose character
d end he has described in this Psalm. Doeg
asindeed a mighty man, he was chief among
e servants of Saul; he was set over them,
counsel, direct and control. He was a
ighty man also in his own esteem. He was
ated by his success and superiority in sta-
e felt as if he alone was fitted for the
e which he held, as if he alone was wor-
¥ of the honors which he received.
k is thus that many feel, when placed in
{xth9nty over their felfows. ‘That becoming
iguity mseparable from rank and rule,
cuerates through solfishness, into an osten-
tious and ovet%earing display of prerogative
d power.  The haughty demeanor, and the
bitrary procedure both of eivil and of sa-

oasteth thou thyself in
"
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onties are attributable alone,
caning coneeit of themselves, to a cherished
€2 of their greatness and their might, simply

petiority. Many 3
Wryand acquired distinctions, both by talent
advancement in the
tld and in the
Yor. V.—No. 10.

de~:

 rulers, especially of self-constituted au- ! even exceeded the commant
to an over- ! extending his cruelty to the

G ! children, and sucklings.
use of their official elevation, or presumed | mischief most appalling, widespread and ruin-
are wighty both by heri- | ous,

kingdoms of the | had no means of defence,
kingdoms of God, who are |
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yet possessed of a meck and quiet spivit,
which in the sight of Gad is of great price.
And Doeg, with all his might as the chief ser-
vant of Saul, in the possession of such a spi-
rit, would have claimed the highest respect,
instead of being here addressed in the lan-
guage of reproach, “Why bossteth thou,
&e., &c.”  He boasted or exalted himsalf in
mischief. The original term here renderea
mischief, denotes the breaking of some es-
tablished order or preconceived design, plan,
j or the like, It is applicable to ali the acts of
j disorderly and wicked men, especially to such
‘ as disturb and distract society at large, and
injure or destroy the peace and prosperity of
individuals. ‘'The mischief which Doeg had
done, and to which particular reference is here
"'made, was his unjust sccusation of Abimelech
' the high priest, and his cruel treatment of
; lim ant AF his associates in the priesthood,
ea of the inhabitunts of Nob in general,
ich was the city of the priests,” 1st Sum,
xxi%., 9, 17, 19,

Here then, is a most affecting description
of the mischief done by this mighty maa.
‘He first preferred a wrong charge against
;the high priest, and then he did, what the
 footmen, runrers, or light-armed guard or at-
tendants of Saul wery afraid to do, yea, he
tof the kung, by
whole population
to the wonen, th
Here cortainly, was

fes
I
w

"of the city of the priests,

Mischief in accusing wrongfully be.
fore an excited ruler, a set of men who
no opportunity of
proving the falschood of his accusation, nis.



