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prayers and supplications ascend to the ex-|rence of the Government, when it has not'as Christians we ave not at liberty to relain
alted King and [ead of the Chureh, thatil»ccn proved that they have used their uu-:it exclusively to ourselves, or to throw gl
He may appear in his glory to build up thority in a single case in an illegitimate ‘stacles in the way of its more rapid ]
his Zion. Then to uso the beautiful and mauner, or to trace it to the influcnce of extensive dissemination.  As Christian.y,
expressive imagery of the aneiwent prophet Christian Missionaries on the native wind, must attack error wherever it prescuts its,,
when predicting the future prosperity and,when the fact is notorious that, in the Pre- As a Church we are specially byund o,
happiness of the Redeemer’s hingdom tu the sidencics, where Christianity is most eaten- instruet those who know not the truth 7,
world, * Then shall the wilderness and tllc;si\'cly diffused, disaffection and rcbclliun{supposc, then, that a Christian Guyy,
solitary place be glad for them, and the areuwuhnown,or to argue from these premi- micnt s called wpon either to discown,.
desert shall rejoice and blossom s the resc'ses that our Missivnary vperations should nanee or saspend Missionary operatiog-,
~—they shall sce the glory of the Lord aud be suspended, when not a shadow of’a erime 'to hold prineiples which fegitimatefy f{

the excellency of our God.” has been alledged against any of these noble to these results, is to hold opinions th+ ny.y
hearted men, is conduct the most reprehen- dangerons, irrational and absurd, any .,
- a—— sible, and worthy of the severcst condem- can possibly cntertain.
Defence of Missions in India, nation,

Nor is this all.  The same individualsto’ We coneeive it follows from what we hay,

We have heard aud read a good deal, of 'whom we have referred, imagine that we aid, that we fail in the discharge of ¢
Jate, ubout the matiny in India, and its jare absolutely prohibited from introducing Jduty, if we do not attempt to Christian's
conuection with the cause of Christian |Christianity into that interesting partion of our Indianempire. It is of the utmant i,
Musions. By some of our best cducated jour dominions. ‘They suppose that, in con- portance that the native population shou']
fumilies, as well as by some of the leading sequence of the treaty binding us not to be fustructed in all branches of learning
Jjournals, this revolt is almost, if not alte jinterfere with the natives in the exercise ot'lhut especially in Scriptural truth, und
gether, attributed to an apprehension on the jtheir religion, we are ulso bound to leave the the sume time the greatest poesible e
part of the matives that an attempt was mative population to live in the darkness in should be taken that, in all our interenu-
about to be made by the Government, ¢ven ywhich they have been eoveloped for m:my'\vith them, no countenance be given to i,
in opposition to the most pusitive pledges, jges. But to this construetion of the treaty, iden, cither direetly or indircetly, that w
to cocrce them to cmbrace Christianity. the Government never gave its assent, i'or,'al‘e vivlating any treaty into which we myy
How this story may have originated—how whilst it is true the Government has en- havs eutered,  Inthese circumstances, the,
far it may have aided the cause of the mu- gaged, under the most solemn promises, not 'the question is not whether this revolt isi,
tincers—through what tortuous provess it to disturb the natives in their rcligiouslhc aseribed to the propagation of Chriv’.
may have passed before it assumed its pre- [worship, it is not true nor does it necessa- anity, but whether the metheds cmplerd
sent form, or whether it bas much, it any. [rily follow, that it has cither guaranteed to have heen the best caleulated to further i
foundation in fact—are questions we cans maintain their religion intact, or to close ond in view.  On this latter point, prof.
not easily determine. Nor do we propoese,on jthe portals through which Christianity may:hly, grave doubts may somerimes he enrer
this occasion, to dv so. Our object, rather, enter. Nor could it do this, even if it would, tained.  13ut even granting this to be true
will be to examine this subject in the light and to attempt it would be an act of sui- it comstitutes no valid argument either 44
of Scripture and of published facts, with (ide.  Freedom is the birtheright of evury:intcrfcriug with or suspending Missianary
the view of enyuiring whethier we are war- | British subject, aud wherever he pcne!r;xtc:,'npcrutions, when legitimately pursued, I¢
rauted, as some have argued, in immediate- there will his intelligence and Chri:ﬁ.mily,.Ulllcrs have erred and incurred blawe, the
ly suspending, and cumpletely removing, sooner or luter, be developed. Of necessity, ‘does nicither release us from our respensi:
our Missionaries from India. then, there will be a collision between truth bility, nor justify us in f:iling to fultil our

Were it true that the Indian Govern- jand error, whether the individual be lay or duty.  Our duty to the natives is ill a
ment really attempted to entrap and Chris- (clerieal, and whether employed and counte- biuding now as it was before the commenen.
tianize the wnatives, however censurable nanced by Government, or not.  Indeed, it ment of the presentwar. It remains unaf.
their official interference way have been, jcanuot be otherwize, To suppose, then, fected by any thing that has bappened, x
still this would form no valid objeciion jthat weare called upon to furbid the publi-'“’ﬁ" as by any treaty that exists, and tha
ugainst the propagation of Christianity ina ‘c:]tiun of Christianity, is to labor under :z’duty, as Christians, we are bound to J'«
legitimate manner.  Hitherto, however, not {delusion, and to wish us to do so, is adding charge.® Al then, that we require. i, tha
a single instance has been brought forward (a gratuitous insult to a gross offence. In the Government do uot interfere with the
in which the Government has been incul- guaranteeing peace and tranquillity to the Missionaries, or do anything to countemr.e
pated—till this is done, there is 1o ground {natives, we simply fulfil the terms of our the idea that any treaty has been violated.
for complaint on this point. We admit the jcompact, but we leave their religion go:Lct our Missionaries be free and uunfettered
fact that some officinls in the Indian army ;stand or fall amid the advancing intelli- to preach the Gosprl, and we have no fear
have spoken privately and in their private izence and Increasing light agninst which it‘for the result.  The preseat outhreak may
capacity, perhaps occasionally even rashly (has to contend. . Were we to do otherwise, retard the good work for a scason, hut it
and intemperately to the natives, on the j—were we to hold India merely as a source  forins no plea for the removal of our Mi-
subject of the Christian rcligion, but this ,of wealth, without attempting to culighten sionaries, and the discontinuance of th-r
neither compromised the Covernment nor her, ur were we to forbid our Missionaries work.  Su far as we have been able 10 &=
violated any oxisting treaty.  Every man, from setting fvot un her shores—rve would cover, the natives have no ground of con.
we apprehend, uuder the protection of jnot unly incur the wruth of the Almighty,fplnint cither against the Government or. ur
British Jaw, is not only at liberty to wor- for our uufaithfuluess, deprive our Cunsti- Missionarics, hence the causes of this wid.
ship God as he pleases, but also to embrace jtution of that strength and our Jaws of that :.sprc;ul disaffection must he traced to other
every favorable opportunity of making his justice which Christianity imjarts, but roh sources. Lt not, then, these filse gronnds
{cligion known toothers.  Nor will any one the natives of incaleulable blessings, both of complaiut furm any pretext for ﬁ?ﬂur\-
1n this country, and sarely much less 'm,hcrc and hcvenfter. 'ing the work in India, which has been «
India, who is really a Christian and burn-j  But thesc men, not satisfied with the ne-,auspiciously hegan.  Let it be continad
ing with love for the souls of men, retuse to ,gtive aspeet of the subjeet, would positively ;Lct not our Missinnarics he discouraged br
teuch those who are living in the groseest ’iorbid us to teach or preach Chrislinnily,lhcir present trials.  Let them lnok to Him
darkness, alike ignorant of their duty and jamong the natives; but to this, as a Chris- who ruleth over all, and He will streugthes
their God. For these reasons, then, to juan Government, we cannot subscribe ,and uphold them, and specdily deliver then
ascribe this revolt to the official interfe- ,Christinnity is aggressive in its nature, and,out of all their distresses.
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