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joined to particular music, and intended to be There is a large body of evidence in the
sung from heginning to end, on particular Old Testament, which we muet leave to be
necasions-shewing how much better the followed out by such of our readers as may
Hebrews understood the laws of association, have become interested in this subject, and
and managed matters, than we do. It must hasten to consider what light the New Testa-
be remembered, at the arne time, that these ment affords. It must he premised that it
arrangements weremade by inspired prophets, would be unreasonable to expect much in the

ad owe their existence and perfection to Di- circumstances. (1.) Because the service of
,vine wisdnm. song in the ancient church was not typical,

h is quhe unnecesar- to rehparse the ar- and therefore did not pass away with the
rangements made hy David, ' the sweet abolition of the temple service, but remains
psalmist of Israel," Solomon, and the reformi- valid to the end of the world-yea, forme
ers Ezra and Nehemiah, for "the service of part of the prophetic descriptions of the
song." See 1 Chron. vi. 31 : xv. 16 : xvi. 4. church in glory. (2.) Because the inspired
These instruments are called, in the last quot- history of the Christian Church is the short
ed chapter, the " musical instruments of God." book of Acts, and that relates solely to the
This expression ought to be well weighed by planting of a few churches and their subse-
those who hold extremie unscriptural opinions quent persecution. (3.) Because, at the cor-
against instrumental ail. as also the fact that, responding period of the ancient ehurch, we
though the Lord stlew Uzzah for thoughtless- find few traces of those arrangements for the
ly touching His ark, He did not srmite that praise of God that were subsequently made.
large company of plaveis who led His praise And, (4), because our Lord and the apostles
with iratruments of such number and variety instituted litile, leaving whatever was moral
that we now see the like only in oratorios. and of permanent validity under the ancient
When one comparea the immense advance of dispensation to be perpetuated in the new;
the Hebrews in this matter, compared with ane leaving, also, the great doctrines ofthe
other ancient nations, it must he ascribed to gospel to adapt themselves to the sympathie.
ihe inspired guidance of God's prophets. It and peculiarities of afl nations, and form a
waadirectlv the work of the Almighty. What new humanity-a Church for mankind.
% sublime service must the 24th Psalm have There are, however, some circumstances
made, as they conducted it, when the one con- worth attention, even in the first days of tle
pany of ehoristers cried : " Who is this King Christian Church. Our Lord and His disci-
of glory ?" and the other replied: "The Lord ples, at the Supper, " sang an hymn." Alt
strong and mighty !" interpreters are agreed that they sang, on

The conducting of social praise in the man- this occasion, the whole or part of the lHael,
ner indicated, is autherised by exhortations i. e., the Psalms from the 111th to the 118th.
embodied in the Psalms themselves. While So that it was one or more Psalms; and if it,
i was the idea upon which they were all had been sung as in ancient times, it would
planned, and which gave them the name of! have had a musical accompaniment; and we
Psalms, it enters into their marter. The op- muet not conclude, without evidence to'the
ponents of instrumental aid in social worship, contrary, that sonte of the disciples were not
in order to be consistent, should discontinue qualified to lead the Psalm in this way. Af-
the use of such Psalms as the 57th, 68th, 81st, ter the deliverance of Peter and John, related
87th, 92ndi, 98th, 108th, 144th, 149th and in Acta iv., the whole company of believers
150th. We would direct their special atten- "lifted up their voice to God with one ac-
tion to the last Psalm, which no opponent of cord,"-in which, if we flnd no mention of
instrumental aid can sing, till he abandons instrumental aid, we find what is of more
his principles. There is only one case in importance, a description of the way in which
whith the Jews felt that they could not con- the primitive believers praised God well worth
ply with the instruetion of this inspired Psalm the consideration of silent congregations in
book, and follow the custom% of their fathers. modern times. That praise formed an indis-
This was when they were in Babylion, and pensable part of the church service of primitive
bug their harps upon the willows that grew elievers, we learn from allusions in the New
by the banks of the Euphrates. Speechiess Testament, and from the testimonies of the
with grief, thev could neither sing nor play in ancients. It was their great characteristie.
God'i- praise. In this respect, we have been 1 Cor. xiv. 26: "When ye come together,
much wo re off than they ; for our csptivity every one of you hath a psalm," &c. The
has beenm of much longer duration (300 years). apostle Paul enjoins us, in Eph. v. 19, which
snd, while our songs are either unsung or ill- we translate as Alford does in his well known
aung, the devil has got eur harps. Failing Gréek Testament forming our highest critical
Io use the aids intfoduced by inspired pro- iad hernieneutical authority: " Speaking te
phets, and probablv iuren.ted owing to the one another in psalms, and hymne, and spi-
power of religious ideas, piety has heeu rmbbed ritual songe, singing and playing in your
of its heritage h is ·on n mhtaken friends, hearts," &c. le, as well as other interpre-
pad sinful pleasure has monopolized them, ters, understands by "psalms," social songs
attracting ti e people of all elasses to the with a musical accompaniment; by "lyrics,"
îemples of folly, and destroying aouls. acred songs without it; and by " spirituai


