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mub an, in the Tanjore District, Madras. Three men 2

%ve~-re charged before a bench of magistrates with having commit.
ted a common, assault. There were no less than four hearings, J'
and six magistrates took part in deciding the question, of' whon 7
four convicted two of the accused persons, wvhilst twvo acquitý ~
ted aIl three. But as wiil be seeti from the judgment of the
High Court on revision, which we print further on, not one
of these six magistrates had beard the %whole of the evidence,
wvhilst one of the four convicting magistrates had ùot heard anv

'-U - , XVof the evidence at ail. The convicteci persons appealed to the
divisional miagistrate, who dismissed their appeai. Finally, the
case came before the High Court. In England a single niagis-
trate %vould have sLttled the inatter iii haif an houi-, and no appeal
or revision would have been possible. l3ut, then, he Nvould have
settled it honestly and sensibly.--Indian jurist.

LAV 01: \VILLS.-\Ve symnpathiZe with the vieNvs of the Irishf
Law Times ini their allusion to \vhat appears to be a serious deftect
in l;niglish testamiietitary 'law . - No curb is placed bv the law of
England on the arbitrary power of testators. If a person is
proved to have been of sound mind, and flot under undue influence
at the tinie of making bis (or ber) will, andi if tic w11l is correct
iii forni, Lnglish law %vill îîot venture to set it aside, no matter
how cruel, how unjust, or unnatural mnay be its provisions. Sup-
pose, for instance, a man bas conceivec. somne unfounded antipathy

agaist bs wie -n children-a thing that som-,tirnes happens-
there is nothing to prevent him, according to English jurispru-
dence, fromi leaving thern penniless, alth.ugbh he happens to diea
inillionaire. ile înay give all lis property to an utter stranger
-to a mistress, for instance-and the laNv will not interfère with
bis Nvill. As a text-book on 1'robate Law puts it, - However

4ridiculous or extravagant the dispositions of a \vill înay ho, still if
the testator Nvas. at the time, of sound inid, and not acting -

under undue influence, the %vill miust bc establislhed." Many

exaniples have been giv'en of absurd and capricious %vills Nvhich

Engl ishmnian Nvho liad at d ifferent t imes, wh ile resid ing i n I nd ia, pro-
fessed the Hindoo and Moh'qmiiedai faîth, and who, te, the exclu-P
sion, of ail ,bis relatives, left the bulk off bis property for the benet of
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