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LiABILITY 0F BAIRPISTERS FOR NEGLIGÉNCE.

country, thaet people ought to be paid for
their work, and ouglit to work for their
pay ; and with this feeling ail honest
men must sympathise. Therefore, when
the Huse lias been told, and told with
-truth, that instances bave occurred of
leading counsel taking heavy fees, with
the fuil kuowledge that there 'vas no
prospect of their presence in Court to
conduct the case, and that instances have
also oecurred of haggling for ai> increase
of fees after the brief bau beeu accepted,
it is flot a inattex' of surprise that business
meni should seek a remedy for sucb evils,
and sbould vote for Nir. Norwood's bill
as a mneans of cure. The baql Iinck in
litigation of '4r. Norwood's coileagne,
which wvas supposed to be a reniarkable
examnple of the risks rnui by suitors. may
.also have augmiented the nuruber of
votes; for, although the. case wvas not
mentioned iii the debate, it bas probably
been pleritifully discussed in the clubs
and the tea-room. Then, again, the
speech delivered by the member for Lon-
donderry probably commanded several
votes ; for when a solicitor of .;orne re-
pute denoutices professional rnisconduct,
and declàres that a iieasure before the
House will put an end to it, it wouid be
strange if the declaration were niot be-
lieved by a large nuniber of persons who
have no personal knowledge of the ques-
tion, but justly deemi such evi(lence
wortby of consîderation.

Now, there is one point upon wvhich no
one seeins ininied to offer any informa-
tion, and upon wbich eertainly notbing
like precise informiation was aitorded to
the Honse, and it is this : ow many
barristers are open to the accusation of
taking briefsý when thiey know they ean-
nlot be present at the liearing of the case?
Mr. Norwood ,'ays that the whole of the
Chancery bar is iiuniaculate, and that a
verdict of iiot guilty must be recorded f'or
that section. Next, as far as we cati
gather froi ail thiat lias been said or
written on the subject. nu indictinent is
preferred agaiinst the junior counsel o.f the
so-called Commnon Law bar. Tbhe ques-
tion, therefore, inarrowvs itselt. to, the
Qtieen's counisel and tbe serjeants who
practice at Westmninster. Then, bow
many of these are tu be pronounceti
guilty?' Shaîl we say a dozen, haif a-
dozen, three, or one? For our part we

should be ready te make a challenge
against the possibility of proof in the cas
even of balf-a-dozen barristers. _No doubt
two or three counsel can, if they are reck-
lessly indîfierent to the honour. of the
profession, do enornious inisohief. But,
althoughl a dozen rîgliteous mnen înay save
a city, tbiree wicked men onghit flot to, ini-
volve the condemîtation df a profession
ivbicb boasts nearly two tbousand persons
il> actual practice. Assuiniig t bat there
are sonie few persous' who corne rigbtly
under ýIr. N orwood's laish-and lie him-
self adniîtted tbat " the evils comnplained
of Wveil only coinmitted by a sn]iaIl section
of the profession "-anniot we sec our
way te a reinedv wti thouit putting iii force
sncb a neasuie as '.\r. Norvood pro-
posed ? NoboO~ is olîligeil to ret.ain tiiese
barristers wbo are charged wvitli this rmis-
conduet '.and wbat is mnore, if their re-
tainers were cut .dowvn to a reasonable
numuber p)er annumii, the evil ivould at
once cure itself; for it is niot pretended
tbat these coun.sel take their fees, and
tbien -o off tg lÈiclirnioxd Park 'or Ascot
races. They are in Court liard at work-
about that there is no nîistake. iiinish
their briefs, and away go their sins and
their fees at once. Therefore, wve are at a
loss to understand bow a solicitor cani
gively get up'iii the Hoetse, and say that
the disease is s0 bad as to require the
di-a4,ic reniedy proposed by Mr. -Norwood.
C'lients, no doubt, ivili inn afrer fashiona-
hie barristers, j ust as patients wilI mun alter
"1crack surgeons, " and sncb suitors wil
grumable at tbe scanty attention they get,
just as the patient dIoes. luI ail cases
wbere, for a mioderate fee, expectations
are entertained of 3ecurin -g very fashiona-
ble eounsel, xvlo bave thie reputation of
taking briefs r-elcessly--tliat is. if there
are sucbi eoinsel-it is the dutY of solici-
tors to warn the" client of the risk, of non-
attendance.

We have spoken of titis qunestion as re-
strîcted tu barristers; who cri' froni want
of t3ufticýient diseretion and caution in
taking- briefs, for M.Nr. -Norwood does flot
go so far as, tu say that a barrister Who
takes a brief is to be present at thç hear-
ing at ail bazards and in ail events. The
Most superticial acquaintance with Law
Courts woul prevent aîîy ruait froni faîl-

in nosucb an extravagance as that. It
is no uncoimon tbing for a case iii the
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