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THE CARIBOU 0F QUBEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDUS.

In the issue of Ta OTrTAwA NATUILES? for February, ago,
Mr. Ernest: ThdooSte uribd a oew Ofchs caribou
fromn the Quota Charlotte teamds. Thetispecies was Sounded on
a fragmntary skiait a"d ont bor. but the àiwcripdi3n of tht skin
giien by a gentleman who sa.I a and a cSnpas esi-u of tht sicuil
with that of( aItitd s spcic Pem to warrant Mr. Thomnp.on-
Seton'a conclusion, that the caribou of the Qumot. Charlctte Ia.
lanjas was anudocbd ' -'pecoes Houer this May pro"e to
be tht mort important qutstion of whtthtr thtrc are roaily cari.
bou on Graham Island or flot bas botn doubted by mauy resiaitots
of Br"ts Columbia. This doubt bas now bot. Pot at rest: by
Commandtr Huant and Lieut Bilta, of H. M. S. Shtarwattr,
whose accouant of their visit to Graham tiamd as prinied betow.
It as due to, the kindntss of Mr. F. Kermodt, Curator of the
Proîlacial Museum at Victoria,, B. C., that tht EDIToe is enabi-
ed to suplment tht very camplete accwat givien by Mr. Thc-mp-
son-Seton of what was at that tîne known of tht Grahtam là-
Iand caribou by this latti information. Tht tracing of thé foot-
print relerred to in Messrs. Huant and Bilts' report lbas boen
shown to seweral gentlemen who have seen caribou tracks and ait
pronounce it to have been made by that animal. Mesffl.. Hunt
and Billsreor as follows:

',"For mSct years past tht question of the existen of caribou
on Queen Charlotte Islands lias bot. frequently discussed by
naturalists and sportsmen. A pair Mf antiers, stippos-
ed to have boen taken fraont a caribou shot on these islands,
was., ftnt f romt Graham Island to Victoria some years ago, but
this, we betie, is the the oniv specimen which as kncwn to have
corne (rom tluat istand, and sceptics have suggested ttuat the
lued probably came front the maintand *and wasq truuded with the
Indianç. of the islands.

"'Froni tine to tinte variuoms persoo s wbo, have visiteai the
islands have repcrted traks Mf animais Mf the dot. famity, but,
in -ew of thfact that wid cat am kn to ar about
inland, it hate been thcught that tluest wre responsble for tht
tracks. As far as we can ascertain, noa pair Mf antiers bas bon
taken front the islands for mm years, and, apart fni tht hormis
mentioned above, ove. whoose authenticity doubtq have bot. cms,

*natura!içtr. %We.e in doiabt as to the nature Mf the animal whicu,


