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THE LAW, OBLIGATIONS, AND
PRIVILEGES OF THE SAB-
BATIL

Let us attend to the purpose and du-
ties of the Sabbath

The purpose of the -Sabbath has res-
peet both to God and man, and the du-
ties of the Sabbath, accordingly, have tie
same twofold character : they have either
God for their object, or the temporal or
eternal well-being of man himself.

We may view the Sabbath, in the first
place, as having God for its object.  And
n'ew:.}g in this light, it is intimately asso-
ciated with hisglory.Look atitin this light,
and say if it was not most natural and
proper in God to require one whole day,
at regular returning periods, to be devot-
ed to hisserviee, and to be especially con-
nected with his honour ? What could
piery more naturally appoint for itself
than a whole day at certain intervals, to
remember God, and to be spentin his
service 7 Viewed in relation to God, the
Sabbath is a day especially set apart for
1is honour, on which we aré to medi‘ate
upon his charactér and works, and offer
to him our homage and worship. God
accordingly challenges it for himseif —
To keep anything holy is to regard it as
God's, and as dedicated to his use. And
the commandment is: “ Remember the
Sabbath day, to keepitholy” And* the
Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hal-
lowed it” In the words of Isaiah, itis:
“1f thou turn away thy foot from the
Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my
holy day, and call the Sabbath « delight,
the Loly of the Lord, honourable, and
shalt honour him” The Sabbath, there-
ore, 15 a holy day : itis God's day : it is
evoted to hus service. If so, as a neces-
consequence, we must rest from our

own employment on that day ; for to en®
gage in our own avccations on that day,
would be to take it from Ged, and appro-
priate it to ourseives. It would be to
make that our own which we have seen
is God'’s,  Accordingly, itissaid: « not
doing thine own ways, nor finding thine
own pleasure, nor speaking thine own
words.”  That this is necessary to the
character of the day, and is enjoined by
God, will be seen by areference to many
passages of Scripture. Look to the com-
mandment itself. Exod. xx. 8, 9, 10, 11,
Deut. v 12,13, We find the same thing
proved by the conduct of Nchemiah, as
recorded in the book of Nehemiah, xiii.
15,22. Read also Jer. xvil. 21, 22. We are,
then, on the Sabbath day, to abstain from
our own cmployments, from such things
as may be lawful on other days. Excep-
tions can be made only in cases of neces-
sity and mercy. With respect to these
God could never make a law which would
exclude them on any day. To do so
would be equivalent to his withdrawal of
a right of grant to his creatures to life it-
self.” If hife 1s given tous to possess,
then those things can never be remitied,
which are necessary to its maintenance.
If the inferior creatures are put under
our dominion, and intended to be sub-
servient to our use, then they as well as
ourselves must have all necessary care

and sttention. It is here that ihe prin-

ciple of our Lord comes in: * The Sab-e
bath was made for man, znd not man for

the Sabbath.” The Sablath was made

for man’s good cqually as for God’s glo-

Ty : it was given him as a day which he

might improve to the geod of his soul ; but

10 oblige him on that day to omit those

offices or acts which necuessity or mercy

would dictare or require, would be to in-



