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Thus the last -yettrs of Oharles's reign beheld the overthrow of
the Whigs. The conduct of James roalized thei'r wot'st, fears.
Absolutirnt and Uatkolicisrn combined tu, threaton the future of Eng-
land. Stili the nation hcsitated as the heir to, tho throne 'vas
a confirrned Protestant. The birth of a son brought matters te at
crisis.

('1t is no wonder if men received the news with incredulity, a-ad tbought
that, as James had called into existence a sham beach of judges, and 'vas pre-
paring to, call into, existence a sbam, House of Commous, ho had now produced
a sham heir te the throne. Whether the chitd 'vas the queen'S or not, its very
existence made prompt action necessary, unless James's system 'vas to be per-
p etuated."1

Thus the leading mon of bot h jyarties combined * o invite the
Prince of Or-ange to corne, and the two houses offered, the throne
to William and M-ary.

TUE.v REVOLUTION SETTLEMENT, AND TUIE ]RULE 0F' ýrUE WHIG

AuîSTOCRAcY.

Tw J1evolution wvas mnore than a change o f Sovereig-ns.
ccUp to the Revolution, Englanid %vas tnder a monarchy surrounded by cer-

tain cnnistittitior.alt chccks, intended te, prcvcnt the wvill of thie moxiarch from,
degeineratiing into arbitrary wilfuluess. After the Revolution, Enigland became,
practically a republic, in -which the Croiva possessed various coastitutional
powvers, inteaded to prevent the 'viii et the representatives of the people frein
degenerating into arbitrary,'vilfuiness!'

Such wn.s the fact, but the theory upon wvhich contemporitries
grounded thecir new conception of governinent was tho figment of
the Social Compact. The resuits of' the .Revohition camue quickly.
Governmeats had fai led in their attompt to côntroLtho domain of
religion and intelligrence. Their filure led Vo the Toletation -Act
and to, the withdrawal of the censorship of tho press. -IlA frec
press and a free puilpit took their place ini the new systerna estab-
lished by the ]Revolutioni."' Thus by the restriction of the sphero
of governrnentu its, work was macle casier. Yet the accesssion or
power te t'he Rouse of Gommous was not unattended with danger.
Parliamentary faction grewv apace, and, during the last, years of
William,3 the -Rouse of Gommons meddled With Tnatters -%hieh it,
did noet u nderstand. This led te the evolution of Cabinet Governent,
VIZ., government ly a cornmittee of botli Houses of Parliament,
chosen from, the Dominant party by the Ring or Prime 3Iinister.
The Gommons was able te secure governmeut in accordance w'Ith
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