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THE HARBOR LELEVA7TURS.

The end of navigation this season sces the
Just of the old harbor arrangements which
for several years lave been found altogether
insulltcient for the growing demands of
Canadian shippers. The fmmense operations
which have already enlarged the berth roown
give some idea of the erormous increase of
harbor accommodation which will be availa-
ble ai the beginning of next season. Last
Friday’s meeting of the Harbor Commission.
ers was an occasion which will be remem-
bered by all as having exhibited the aston-
ishing magnitude of the clevators and ware-
houses  proposed for the harbor. Actually
the appliances may be somewhatl in cxcess
of those proposed, but the offers that are
and will be made about these harbor neces-
sities are based on the kuowledge that the
want is a very great one.

The conference appointed between the Har-
tor Commussioners and the Conner syndicate
about the crection of clevators and ware-
houses is an cvidence that work on these
will begin soon and in earnest. The im-
portance of having at the carliest date these
essentials on the enlarged harbor is evident-
ly understood by all interested in the widen-
mng development of Canadian exports. The
Harbor Commissioners, the Board of Trade,
and all the seven claimants for precedence
in the work of fitting up the expanded har-
bor with the most modern appliances appear
to realize the magnitude of the undertaking.
They all realizing also that theie is no time
to lose, are without exception anxious to
start operations at the very carliest oppor-
tunity.

The Friday session, however, gave oppor-
tunity to the nresident of Commissioners
and the Mayor to place in ipvidious prom-
incnce the extra special completeness of one
company’s proposals. This company, a to-
tal stranger to Montreal, slid quietly under
the favoring notice of the president, the
Mayor and Alr. Crathern, into the position
of favorite for the ti .2 being. ILlevator
and warchouse conveniences oing matters of
immediate importance, dilatoriness in  any
candidate for the work should of course put
that candidate out of the running. But
were the other six  companies dilatory?
Were they made aware in time of what was
expected of them? Were they told that 2
preference would be given to the company
making special promise of an Fast End
clevator and of immediate commencement?
It is a great work these companies are of-
fering for. On 1t depends whether or not
this port, keeping first place, shall rise to
the measure of Dominion requircments. Cn
this account it was hoped nothing
definite would have been settled at vester-
day morning’s canference. As a piece of
fairness to the other companies offering and
because uscse companies are well known and
can be relied upon, a cedtain brief  period
should have to be allow:d them to put their
proposais in as explicit and defimie shape, as
the propocal of the Buflalo Conner syndi-
cate.

The thorough preparedness of chis syndi-
cate's letter read at the Friday afterncon’s
session of the Commissioness was so  much
in contrast with the generaiities of the
others, that a suspicion arises that the syn-
dicate has been discrimina.ed n favor of.
in the matter of information denied to the
others. The question, therefore, springs up:
What price has it paid for the ir.formation,
and is this another job where there is boo-
die> Tle final rush in the nepotiations at
least had left no time to the Prescoit com-
pany ta take the question up again  and
state in definit¢ terms the propusals thev
conld make. The other fice companies did
aot in their letters make any overt com-
plaint about this final haste, but as none
of them except the Allan Co. had anvthing
deflnite to propose. it is irconceivable that
definite proposals would have heen awanting
from them all if timcous instruction had
been given that these were wanted,

Judging from the way Mr. Allan's busl-
ness-hke proposal was flouted b?' one Com-
wmissioner, as a proposal “‘entirely in the in-
terests of the Allan Lane,” tiis line and
the other five vompanics should be advised
that a considerible amaunt of clheap senti-
mental rant about the St. Lawience route,
and the greatness of the Dominton will per-
haps go further than a business offer. The
Conner  syndicate scems to have known
about this weakness of the Commissioncers,
and has laid it on pretty thickly about open-
ing up the St. Lawrence, benefiting Montreal
and the Dominion. Its precedence was se-
cured in this way because neither the Allan
Co. nor any other asked for delay and is as
willing as the syndicate to start at once.
In replying to the sentimental objection Mr.
Allan plainly said that tus proposal did not
pretend to be anything else than one n the
interests of the Allan hne. 1s any one, how.
ever so foolish as to suppuse tiat thh Con-
ner syndicate will not work for its own
hand. The blatant profession of working
for the general good outside of seclf interest
is a piece of humbug which should weigh
heavily against this company instead of
being used as an argument in its favor.

Again, also, its guarantees taken as sup-
porting 1ts claims to precedence over better
known companies are utterly worthless. It
guarantees 25,000,000 bushels for the first
year and 35,000,000 for the second year, but
as Mr. Torrance said, 1n speaking for Cana-
da Atlantic, this company, the Canada At
lantic will be able next year to handle 25,-
000.0.. or even tnore than that, but unless
Europe wants all that grain, 1v cannot all
be brought to Montreal elevators. In try-
ing to pacify the Montreal Transportation
Company, the Montreal Warchousing Com-
pany and the Montreal Terminal sailway
0., the Mayor mentioned that ro monopoly
was intended. A statement like this is
worllh no more than the breath which gave
it uttcrance, as every one anows, and the
Mayor not least of all, that the Elevator
Company which gets the first sanction is in
1he best position. It by the erection of ample
appliances can make it almost a virtual im-
possibility for any other compuny to hope
Yor much success in similar enterprizes at
least for some time.

The Harhor Commissioners are right in
getting to work, but their preference given
to the Buffalo syndicate has, 1t will be ob-
vious from the preceding remarks several
signs of its heing one more put up job. The
Conner syndicate’s proposal in its third
item, the butlding of an eclevator and ware-
houses at the east end marks still more
strongly the inside nature. of this syndi-
cate’s proposal as compared with the others.
‘the East End extension of tne haroour has
all along been objected to by the Board of
Trade as useless for many vears yet, but
Mr. Tarte and the Mayor got wneir way in
tuls matter This policy tought for and
won in the general plans is now being ex-
hibited in the details.  Manipulation is evi-
denuy being resorted to, to get a company
suitable for Mr, Tarte and the Mayor.

The same controlung influence .at foreed
wie general harbor plan to take in the East
End as part of its extension is showing now
in w.as preference of the Conner’s syndicate,
its prescnce again in the 1~cion of detail.
There might have beea moie fair play, and
it is hoped there is time vel. to give the
other six companies fair play, cven after a
final settlement is made, but the sciection
is consistent with the Tarte-Prefontaine
purpose. The controlling influence in the
Harbor Elevator scheme is not weakening
It is quite as much to the fore in the de-
tails of that extension as it w5 when the
generalprinciple was carried.

Immediate action and a four million dollar
ontiay on the harbor which must comprisethe
Ilast End. There are essential parts of the
prospectus of the company now finally clect-
ed.  Performance need not be up to this
mark, since the conpany selected is the one
of the controlling clique’s choice.
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wili result in your receiving such in-
formation as will enable you to decide
wisely and well,



