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T HE Venezuela difflcuity bas b.-en rtferrcd ta
arbitration. The latvycrs will rlght it out

and the rest of us may stay a? home aud give thanks
that the battie is ta -be only ane ai words. We

* hope the men who shautcd for war lost Chritmas
were argely among the citizens who got snawcd
under an the 3fld.

W E hope in next issue ta prcsent an interest-
ing sketch ai mission %vark among the

Indians in the North-West, condcnsed ironi the
report af a conference ai missionarles engaged in
that work, held in Winnipeg in the cariy part ai
this month, at which a large numbcr of mission-
aries and others took part, and saine valuable
papers were read.

TF the Ottawa Government is inclince1 ta be
Iatheistic in its programme, as oui neighbor,

thie Globe, says ail Govcmnments arc, the new
Senators for Ontario shouid heip ta kcep the pro-
gramme on crthodox Unes. Senator Milis is a
man ofI high character as well as of great ability,
and Senator Cox is perhaps the niost Influential
lay Methcdist in Ont aria.

TI-lE folowing scntence fram President Cleve-T 1and's thanksgiving proclamation would
sceem ta show that the head of' the Republic bas
not forgatten his Shorter Catechisin

And let us, t111701191 the mediation ofI lim who ha& tAu ht us bow
ta pray. implore the fargvenessioaioutrtinssand a conauace af
heavenly favor.

That is a real gaod sentence and wII make good
whoiesorne rcading for the Unitarians af New
England.____

THE death, which toak place suddeniy an-Sat-
Turday last at St. Andrcw's Manse, ai this

city, ar the Rlev. Dr. Smeilie, who hiad rcachied
the advanuced age ai eighty-five yearq, vill came ta
aur readers as a surprise. We shall hope soon ta
give a brie( sketch ai the deccased. His decease te-
unoves another ai the few naw remaining links
which cannect the prescrnt with the davs ai the carly
pioneers af aur Church ta whom it and the country
owe s0 much ai aIl that wve most highly prize. His
death, foliowing at Sa short an interval thiat ai bis
daughter and scn-in-iaw, the late'Mrs. Macdonnell
and Rev. D). J. Macdonneil, wiil anew draw forth
for the bereavcd famiiy and friends the warnm syni-
pathy and su!,taining prayers oi thc whoie Church,

OURp good friends, the Hera/d and Presbj'tcr
0and 7he Iiiterior, admonish us kindly but

with great faithfuiness for saying that President
Cleveand bas more brains than the candidates who
were running for the Presidency and Vicc-Presid-
ency ail put together. The Herald and Presby'te.
says we ought ta be able ta admire the workofa'"a
gtcat man without disparaging athers equally
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great.' \Ve faiied ta see any ather equally great.
Thie Interior says aur remarks were " invidious,"
'0unkind," and IIsevere." Positively wve did flot in-
tend to be any one ai these naughty things. Our
opinion wvas formed by reading the speeches, state
papers and other literary work of the President,
and conflrmed by the splendid appearance he made
the other day at Princeton. Being high*class
ncwçpaper men, our western friends will flot denv
that a man's literary work is a gaod test of his cul-
ture and brain power. When anyone of the half
dozen who were in the running mnakes as good an
appearance as Cleveland miade in Princeton befare
ane of the niost learned assemblages that ever
met on this continent, we will revise aur opinion.
The revisian nmay came about the same thne as the
revision af the CÇ,nfession af Faith that aur friends
began ta work on a fev y.ars aga and gave up in a
hurry

WE could hardly conceive of a better wa)' of
Vgving ta every family in the Church that

will read it, a bird's cye view ai the whole fareign
mission wark of aur Church than is contained in
the last leaflet sent out by aur Fareign Mission
Secrctary, Rev. R. P. MackaV, entitled IlForeign
Missions of the Presbyterian Church i Canada in
a Ntit Shell.»B 1t his previous short sketches of
différent mission fields packed with the latest.in-
fo ination, and filed with a missianary spirit, Mr.
Mackay has rendered the Church and the Foreign
Mission cause a signal service. This last leaflet,
cmbracing the wliale field af aur ioreign work, is
simply a marvel af condensation and makes ignor-
ance of this branch ofithe Church's work simply in-
excusable on the part af any who honestly wish ta
know about it. A copy af it should be put inta
cvery family in the Church. The few sentences at
the close, quoted from missionaries telling af the
cffect af cutting down estîmates for the year 25
per cent., should go straight to the heart of every
reader, and aught ta be the means of taking away
this reproach fram the Cliurcb, and of rcviving the
hope, and courage, and faith of aur missionaries.
Besides giving pain and disappontment ta aur
missionaries, this course must have been a most
painful one for the committee ta take, and it is ta
be hoped that it will be so feit by the wbole
Church as ta enable it very speedily ta retrace this
backward step.

T HE seaon for circulars on ail subjects is upon
us. hilesome must go straight into the

waste basket, it is ta be hoped that none from our
Church authorities wil ixicet that fate until action
bas been taken upon them. The H.M. Com-
mittee has just issued one through its Convener,
Rev. Dr. Cochrane, ta which wve ask attention. It
states that last report ta the General Assembly
showed 419 missionaries and catechists, 354 mis-
sion fileds, ,a44 preaching stations, 15,6o4 com-
municants, and 1 1,633 famlies un der the care af
the committee. A smail balance was left an hand
last ycar, through the aid receîved from British
churches. The amounit contributed by Presby-
teries falls-fet'-hort of the requirements af the coin-
mittee, and a strong pîca, which it is hoped will be
duly laid before every congregation, is made for
increased contributions if the werk is nat ta be
scriously crippled. The closing sentence will, we
trust, be put before and take hold of the mind and
hcart of every member and adherent in the Church :
"Unless individual ministers do their part, anid

congregations endeavour conscientiously ta reach
the amount allocated to thcm by Presbyteries, the
result will be disappoîntmnent and suffering ta the
hundreds af missionariesand families under the care
ai the committee, and disastraus ta aur cause in the
vast North-West mission fields." This' great work
ai aur Church wîll surely be among» the first ta
showv the effect of the better times which, it is gen-
erally believed, we are enterîng upon.

THIRTY-THREE yearsago The London Ad-
Tverùser started upon its miission ai enlighten-

ment and instruction, and just the other day this
third of a century af publication was marked by a
banquet. About the board were gathered a num-
ber ai the more distinguished of that joumnal's
graduates, praminent among thr.se being the Hon.
David MilRs and Mr. J. S. Willison. Mr. John
Cameron, the founder af the paper, and, during an
exceptionally honourable and useful career, its
guiding minc, occupied the chair. It is not aur

intention ta dwell upon the speeches made, ai-
though they wcrc of sufficlent excellence ta deserve
extended comment, We mecly wlsh ta add aur
little meed af praf4e ta the universat apptoval ac-
corded the A<fvrti.wr as an outcame af this aus.
piclous celebration. Nor was this chorus oi appro-
val i an','wlse ovcrdrawn or unnieritcd. No
journal wltlîln aur kîîowled ge hla% adhcred so
steadfastly, or for so conoIderabIc a perlod, ta iofty
ideas-has advocatcul and îipheld al that is best
and purent In tho bod!y poiltie wtth greater tenacity
-than has the Advertiser. I'crsonal ly Mr. Cameron
is anc af the mont genlalai f mn, a man ai unques.
tioned probity, and posussed af Instirictsthorouglily'
journalistlc. Endowcd wlth a style which stands
almost alone In Caondin ncwspaperdomn for
directness, lucidlty and grâce, he, combined wîth
those other qualit lcs qlrcnidy mcntlotied, bas been
greatly favou ICIby natural gits In building up a
solid and influential nciwopalper. Mr. Cameran bas
infused Irito the columnus of the A4dvrtiser a reflec-
tionof hls own pcrNonality,oî,d It isowinir tothis fact
that we have In the roreinont publication af Western
Ontario a memory of tho palmy days of journalisma
when distlngui.led edîtorm wieldcd a direct influ-
ence upon their constitucnicy.

DOMINION IVOMAN'S CHIRIS TIAN'
TIIMP/!RANCI2 UNION CON-

V lNION.

A s we have alrcady cuite recentiy calied at-
tention ta the wori< being donc by the

W.Q.T.U. on the occasion of the meeting lately ini
Pemibroke ai the Ontario convention ai this society,
it is flot neccssary -jo soon a gainta go o'ýer the
saine ground, especlally aq t he work af the Do-
minion Convention Is really the sane, oniy on a
arger scale, as that ai the Provincial Convention.

But aur sense ai the Importance of this Association
as anc ai the great uplfttlnq agencies af our day,
af the work it Is engagedini, ai the need and the
beneficence o( It, and our hlgh regard for the noble
women whose thought anud anergies it engages, are
ail such that we could not ashow the Convention af
the Dominion W.O.T.IJ. whlch tast week closed its
sessions In this city, ta pas,4 unnoticed. Special
reasons added intercst ta the meeting this year.
These were the approacilng plebiscite over the
whoie country on t he questlinao prohibition, the
presence ai Miss Agnes T. Stock, secretary ai the
world's W.C.T.U., and the decisian of the place af
meeting ofthe Convecntion ofthe World's W.C.T.U.,
ta be held next yeur In Canada. The Conven-
tion was an important anc and called forth a large
amount ai public Interest, whlch was shown by ai,
attendance at the meeting on Sabbath the 8th inst.,
which quite filled the flarticultural Pavillon with an
enthusiastic audience, whomc attendance was well re-
paid by the excellent addremcs given by Rev. H.
C. Dixon and Miss Siack, who treated the subject
in a manner bath most intercstlng and powerful,
and also by the large attendance at the meetings
on Monday and Tuesday evenlngs, as wchl as ai
delegates andthe public durlng the day.

The questions, we may just mention, which
were most promincnt at the Convention were those
ai the approaching plebiscite on prohibition, purity,
health and heredity, the use af the press,tlegislation,
the use ai tobacco and the growth af cigarette
smoking by the young, woman's franchise and
Sabbath Observance. On ail these important
action was taken after fuil and intelligent discus-
sion. That an the plebiscite and prohibition, as
being afithe greatest Immediate practical interest,
may be expressedhI the language ai Mrs. Dr.
Yaumans, ai Manitoba, In answer ta the questions,
"How are wc ta meet it ? What are we to do? "
1I answer, educate, 'rom now until the plebis-

cite is taken s0w broAdcast the living seed of know-
ledge. Let us permecateoaur educational campaign
with prayer. Let no ane excuse herseif. The
promised piebiscîte lu a grand apportunity. Let
us work for success. Net In politicai hunes. Let
ail terrperance organizations, lncluding the Domin-
ion Alliance, work under a union national cam-
mince. Let there be but anc plank in the plebis-
cite platform." This cntircly agrecs with what we
have ourselves alrcady said. Let everything pos-
sible be donc ta educate the public sentiment and
conscience up ta not only voting for prohibition
but carrylng it out, whcn Jegllation ls obtained.

Toronto's quiet Sabbathwas greatly appreciated
and praised, and resolutions pasied in faveur ai
Sabbath Observance au wo now have it, of extend-


