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HTIE CA\NADA PRESBYTERIAN will be sent on
T trial tilI 3 Ist December next for Si.oo. This

is an offer that should meet %vith ready acceptance
from thousands all over Canada. Our readers will
do a kindness to those who are not alrcady sub-
scribers, by making this offer as wvidely known as
possible._____ ____

THE nomination of Mr. Charles Moss, Q.C., for
South Toronto, wvill remind a good many

Presbytcrian ministersofan old collegefriend that they
alhvays remember îvith pleasurc. We necd hardly
say that %ve refer to the late Chief justice 'Moss.
Thumnias Moss %vas a rare man. Viewed as a scholar,
a jurist, a politican, a judgc, but m~ure particularly
as a kindly, aîudiabe, generous man he neyer had an
cqual in Ontar;o. If his bruther can corne anything
near filliîag his place, good men of ail parties wvill
îvelcome him to public life. Men uf the Thomas
Musit lJnd ýýere neyer more needcd than noîv.

R LFLRRING to the evils that arise from il corn-
pctitîve preaching," the Britishi Weekly says:

It is but too true that those who most eagerly take part
,a such contests and acquît tbeniselves best sa the struggle do
flot prove ultimately best fltted to endure the exacting tests to
whicb the pastoral rclationship is subiected during the course
of years."

Ability to stand the Il exacting tests " of the pas-
toral relationship is searcely a factor in the case on
this s;de ol the Atlantic. The youth wvho neyer had
the tests applied to him, is generally preferred to the
man who has stood severe tests wveIl, for fifteen or
twenty years. Whether the candidate is likely to
wear wvell and buiid up the congregation, is a small
matter cotliparcd wvith bis age, or his abiiity to
Idrawv" a crowd, or ilplease the young," to whose

management the office-bearers have committed the
congregation. ________

W HAT can the Globe and one or two other
journals mean by telling their readers that

leaving thc old parties and joining newv ones with
stringent d;scipli.-le and cast iron obligations is
eIidtnce of lia.!pendcnce, mental quickening and
varioub :thcr goud thing;s. As a nmâter of fact, thc
new partiesi shackle a man as the old unes never at-
tempted or drd te do. Mental quickening for-
suoth 'An Orittrii con.,titutncy,, once suppçosed to
bc among the most intcllIgcnt in the Pru,ýint.e îvas
gresitly mt,ý<.J nut long agu b> bcing told that the
cross ùf St. George un the celing of the ý.hamber in
the Legislative building; Ivas a cross of another kind
put there b> a Roman Catbol*c mirdster. Would
that hadue been pu.ssibie u.hcn Malcolm Cameron, or
George Bruwn, or Hlope MaLkenzîe, or Alex. Mac-
kenzie represcfltLd that ccuiàtituericy. Neyer. Thre
miinutes' ridikulu from one uf these great ]caders
would have killcd the thing dead as julius Ct.sar
and tlhc ulid àettlcri i% uuld have buricd it. Miental
quickening, forbooth !

THE CANADA PRÉSI3YTERIAN.

,T HERE isan article on IlCompetitive Preach-ing ' in the current number of the Free
~re Motl.y, which confirms nuuch that wvas said

on that subjcct in the Toronto Prcsbytery last week.
The writer, Dr. Lailiaw -not our 1Ilamilton friend-
says :

" The rsks of division ar1siný from our prevailing practics
are patent. It is a direct invitation to the creation of partite
ini the vacancy. And it is flot frc (romn deteriorating cffects
on onr preachers tbemsels'es. Those who werc for years
loving and beipful tellow students at college are called down
to the arena of a vacancy to be set up against each ottier lîke
birds in a cockpit. Sometimes atter the weaker competitors
bave been killed off, the two surviving champions are recalled
fora final round. Let ilbe recorded to the honour ofourpro-
bationers that in several recenc instances they have declined
such invitations."

IFinal round " is good, but is it not a sad thing
that the practice of the Presbyterian church can be
so aptly described by the language of the prize

g.And that too in the staid and dignified organof the Free Church of Scotland, by a Scotch doctor
in Divinity. _________

G LADSTONE used to say that the British
public could flot stand the discussion of

more than one burning subject at a time. The Pres-
byterian Churchi in Canada can hardly bce e:pectedl
ta have more capacity in that way than the British
public. Such being the case it is just as well that Mr.
Macdonnell's overture on the Confession did not go
up to the Assembly. The overture on supplying
vacancies and settling ministers will give the
Supreme Court aIl the exercise it can stand for one
meeting. The Confession bas served its purpose
pretty well for three lunched years and its revision
can stand for sortie years to came. It is a question,
however, wvether the church can stand eighty or
ninety candidates for each vacancy with practically
no systemn to regulate the scrambie. To expect
Christian peopit to remain anythirug like what
Christians ought to be wbile they hear eighty can-
didates on eighty successive Sabbaths, or ministers
to remain what ministers ought ta be while they
struggle for calîs and bread, is ta expect an impos-
sibility. The Confession is the least of our troubles.
Let the practical problemns be solved first.

THE lesson of the hour stems to be that profes-
Tsors of theology should give more timne and

thoughtto their public utterances on burning questions.
The American Presbyterian Church has been well-
nigh torn to pieces by a hastily delivered lecture, a
considerable part of which wvas explaîned or ex-
plained aivay aftcr part of the damage had been
done. Dr. Briggs did flot intend to discussthe topic
he discussed in his famous inaugural. Hle had select-
cd another subject, but wvas induced ta take the one
he did a few days before the time fixed for delivery.
Hie hurried the work of preparation, and the result
we aIl knowv and deplore. Better a tbousand times
that bis chair had neyer been inaugurated or en-
dowed than that ail the disturbance that folloved
should have been made. The inner history of 1 rof.
Campell's lecture was much the samte. The Prof.
was working very bard, bad littie or no spa, ý timne
on bis bands, prepared bis lecture ver hastily, said
same things he would perhaps nat now Say, or at
Ieast flot say in the manner and tone in wvhch they
were uttered at Queen's. The lecture as originally
delivered, bears undoubted evidence of extrenle
net vous tension. Asking our prafessors taolet burn-
ing questions alone until they have tine to treat themn
in a scientific manner is nat asking too much. The
church has tiad a narrow escape from aIl the evils of
a hcresy trial; and wbilst grateful for the escape we
should guard against sirnilar dangers in future.

IN ail the discussions on the vexed question of
supplying %acancies and settling ministers, it

seems to be taken for granted that the people are
on the side of disorder and confusion. It is assum-
cd that they arc opposcd to iaw and order. Right
here we challenge that assumption. Such regula-
tions as existed were deliberately and persistently
vi olated by Presbyterie..Year after yc.ar the corn-
rittee that îvas rying to regulate thc supply camne
up to tbc Assembly and reported that Presbyteries
werc habitually disrcgarding the regulations. If we
rightly rcuucn.ber the flrst proposai ta Iltbrow tbe
wbole bhing overboard - was based on the fact that
Prcsby Leries would flot honestly try to carry out te
regulabions. What congkegations of any charàcter
and standing ever refused ta do anything reasonable
that the cburch asked ibt to, o. A few cranky or
impertinent individuals in coagregations mnay have
donc so. A few mission stations or very small sup-
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plemented congregations may have threatened to
"join the Methiodists " if they did not get every-

thing their own way. What representative con-
gregation ever rehelled against any reasonable
regulation when the matter %vas fairly explained to
them. Not one. Mr. Macdonnell, Mr. Grant and
others wvere distinctly rightwhcn thcy said the other
day in the Presbytery, that ifthe churchlias drifted from
ber moorings, the Presbyberics arc mainly ta blame.
Prcsbyteriansusedto love lawvan d order, and if some
of theni have become lawless, who is mainly l'e.
sponsible. The answer is easy.

SETTLEMENT OF PROF.
BELL'S CA SE

CA MilP-

T H-ERE will no doubc be considerable diversityof opinion in tbc church as ta the menit of
bb etlement of Prof. Campbell's case ivhicli bas

been corne to in the Synod of Montreal and Ottawa.
It wvas almost inevitable that any settlement of it
would partalce'to some extent of the nature of a
compromise, and this nearly always leaves roomn for
greater or less difference of vicev. We believe, how-v
ever, that tbc general feeling will b- one of real satis-
faction that the Synod. vas able, that al bhc parties
in the case were able ta arrive at a harmonious de-
cision. It is out of place ta attempt to dîscriminate
nicely as ta vhich side gained an advantage in tbc
final issue, or wbether cither side cauld fairly bc
said to bave gained any advantage of the other.
I-lad this been only a debating club mnatter, sucli a
question might have been of some importance, but
in this case wve need flot discuss the question at ail.

Two or three considerations rnay be referred ta
wvhich should tend to give satisfaction and confi-
dence to the churcb as ta the decision which
bas been corne ta. The first is, that the Pres-
bytery of Montreal wvhich was sa deeply conccrned
in tbe case, thc members of wvhich have for years
known Prof. Carnpbell personalfy as to his life, and
doctrine, and wvork in their rnîdst, and in thecollege
wcre without exception satisficd to accept the con-
clusion arrived at. Thbis Presbytery contains men,
than îvbom, we believe it wvould be the judgment of
the wvholechcurcb, there are none in any one of its
Prcsbyterics wba hold the trutli as accepted and
taught by our churcb more honestly and flrmly, or
who are more able or willing to defend it. This
Presbytery withaut dissent accept2d the decision,
wbich should weigh witb the churcb. Another con-
sideration is, that tbe Synod of Montreal and Ottawva
which beard al bbe pleadings, had the opportunity
of wbicb it availed itself. ta closely question Prof.
Campbell and so ta get doubtful points explained,
which saw the spiit by which he was aniçnated,
acccpted the resuit itbout a single dissent bcing
recorded. These twa facts cannot but have and are
justly entitled ta bave weight witb the churcb and
give it confidence in the justness and wisdom of the
decision.

Altbougb it is far from being any excuse, much
less justification of the conduct of Prof. Campbell,
that tbe lecture which bas given risc to sa mucb
concern and trouble in tbc church îvas hastily pre-
pared, yet knowing the rnany exacting demands
often nmade upon the time of aur professors, some-
thing niay well bc allowcd for this, especially wben
bbc writcr, although he afterwards stood by aIl he
said, ptut in this consideration of baste ta some cx-
tent, at least, in extenuation of tbe language used in
expressing bis views. The subjccts treated of in
tbc lecture are too important, and the bonour and
responsibility of addressing a large body of college
students and professors are toa great ta justify haste
in thc subjccts discussed, or in tbc language cmploy-
cd in dealîng witb tbem. This is a lesson wvich
lies patent upon the Surface.

The present also is a time of eager investigation
and keen discussion of inany questions, some of
tbern closely akin ta those wbicb Prof. Campbell
ilwlt upon, and qucstioning of cld, and wbat bave
been supposed to bc established views, and somne-
tbing may be allowed for thc fascination îvhich this
stabe of bhings possesses t i certain minds ta îvbich
possibly tbat of Prof. Cai..pbell belongs, ta unsettle
tbcm in appearance, whilc thcy may yet really bc
rigbt fundamcntally, and csscntially. VMaaile it can-
not but be regardcd as a must unfortunate tbing that
men and particuladly professurs, accustomed as they
are supposed to bc, ta the accurate use of language,
should7 use words in discussing controvertcd subjects
in 50 doubtful asense that a vast number of men,
their equals in common sense and learning, believe
them to mean une bing wh en they say they mean
another, yet, so long as we can believe them ta be


