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FIARbiS AND GARDENS.
The great Object of' the Gaverament i ta turn the

Indians ai the prairie into farmcrs. An ladst many
difficulties, it must be said from a survey ai these re-
serves that the work as advancing. Oxen and impie-
nients are tased by the Indians under tîte direction af
the farm instructars. One Indian, whose farmi ivas
visited, h-id very ncarly flfty acres ai whent. It
was weil put in aind presentod an excellent ap-
pearanco. It will probabiy yieid bctwcon Soo and
1,200 bushels ai grain, If any ane doubts the capa-
bility ai the Indian bc bas but ta sec this fanm ai a
mn wbo, te» years ago, iived by the chaise, ta be con-
vinced. Fields ai ironi ton ta twenty acres af grain
beionging ta, an Indian are quite coninin ci, these
reserves. A speciai feature ai the Indian fanms is
their freedani fromn gophers. Many ai aur roaders
may knoav tîtat the gopher or graund squirrel is niost
abundaat ira the North-West Territories. At the pre-
sent tinie mncb danage is being donc the fields ai the
white settiers by this pest. On the north side ai the
Qu' Appelle river, opposite the reserve, ivas a field ai
te» acres ai wheat, brown and useless through the
ravages ai the gapher. The explanation af the
absence ai the gopher frami the Indian farms is that
the Indian eats the gopher, and thus regaies himself -
witb bis savoury dish an.d saves bis craps. A hînt ta
the white settier is sufficient 1 A careful computation
shows tbat an these four reserves there are 6oa acres
of wheat, bariey, aats and peas. One field ai peas
especially, the writer neyer saw excelleci. There wvere
Soo bushela ai potatoos planted an the reserves this
yeat, and there are nat iess than flfteen acres ai
turnips. The gardens ai the Indians are most inter-
esting. Not only ta taise vogçtables but ta learna
their value and use indicates a civilizing pracess.
IBeets, carts, onians, Indian cotn, etc., are in oxrel.
lent condition. The gardens ai tbe agent and several
fanm instructats are in excellent order. Prababiy four
or five acres ai gardons in ail are ta be seen in the
reserves.

EDUCATION AND RELIGION.
The most ofithese Indians are yet paganý. Every

year, in same part ai the reserves, the booth for the
sun dance is erected, and these dances are attended
by men, wonien and cbildren. This is a religiaus fes-
tival. It is connected with certain cruel rites, and is
under the direction af the medicine mnen,.or priestly
class There are a few Roman- Cathalics on the te-
serve, a priost and a teacher. The schaol is a day
school, and bas but a smail attendance. The scat-
tered character ai rte people, and the deter-nination
of the Goverrament ta isolato families «as much as pas-
sible, tenders the public scbooibouse bore, as cisc-
where, an impossibiiity. A couple ai years or mare
since, the Rev. Hilgh McKay, a înissionary ai tbe
Presbyterian Church, toolc up bis abode on the bar-
ders ni these reserves. Me bas aiready obtained a
great influence aver the Indians. He bad bec» for
somoe timo labouring in Manîtoulin Island, and had
became somnewhat famîliar with Indian ways. Of a
quitt, decidcd disposition and a vory kindiy maunet,
be seenis just the man ta lead the poor savages in the
way ai truth. To Mr. McKay belongs the credit ai
reaching wbat seenis to be a solution ai the scbool

question.'KAY'S SCHOOL

is already known far beyond the linaits ai the Crooked
Laktes Reserves. ErectinC a smnali mission building,
Mir. MIcKay took a fewv ai the chiidren inta bis home,
and gave thoni such accommodation as ho wvas able.
Being himsclf a trained normai scbool teaclier, ho
soon got a goad hold u>f Qýe children, and bas in the
short time ai bis residence gained a good knowledge
of the Cree. Last year ho obtained the assistance ai
Mxi. Benjamin Joncs, wlaa bas had much experience
ina the North-West, and wbose wife, a sister ofithe
late Metbodist mîssîanary ta the Fat West, Rev.
George McDougall, féels bound ta carry on the workz
ira vhich ber doceased brother icîl. Messrs. McKay
and Jones fell ta work with their own bands, and made
an addition to their building a year ago, wiich en-
abied them ta accommodate thirty-thtee pupils hast
'winter. Encouraged by bis success, Mr. McKay
rappealed ta tbe Christian ladies af Ontario, and
the resuait is that $3,5oc0 bave bec» front différent
sources put at Mr. McKay's disposai for funther
addition. The addition wiil fat exceed theoriginal
building. Ia two or thre manths froni naw wiUl bc
completed a

SUI3STANTIAL PILE
af buildings an whach ifty pupals cari, bc traaned, and
the plans seeni ta promise a niait admirable building.
It as bujît on a decp stone faundation, avilI bc heatcd
nv bot air, and bc a model schoolin m»nany respects.
Mr. McKay began titis work largciy nt lits ow» ex-
pense, bis salary being paid tara by the Church.
Christian ladies in the Eastern Provinces have sup-
plied clothîng an large quantaties The oxpense ai
keeping fifty pupils will be cansiderable, and it is
very pioasing ta noie that tho Doninion Govermcent
bas bec» sa imprcssed îvith the value ofithis experi-
nient that there lias bec» an allowa»ce Of $30 a hcad
for flfty pupils placed in the estimntes for ncxt year.
Mr. McKay is determined ta persovore until lbc has
an institution large enough ta hold ail the school
childrcn an lus resorves, say 12o. Extensive stables
are being crected ta show the young Indians the pro-
pet came and management ai cattle and hanses.

THE OPENING

ofithe new building wili take place in tliroe or four
months, and as much intorest is taken in the schoal
in tac îvhale surrounading country, it is cxpectcd ta bo
an event ai importance. The schooi is situated at
the castern end ai ]Round Lake, anc ai the lakos ai
the Qu'Appelle River, and the view iront the door ai
the school np the lake is most beautiful. The good
already donc by the schaoi is surprising. It is naw
holidays, but an aur visit ta several bouses, we sawv
chiidren weii-dressed, ciean and avith bain combed,
and on onquiring found thoy land beon pupils last
v*inter at the schoal. Stapping ta ask caur way at the
bouse ai "lStripedBack,» a noted canqueror, a fine
lad ofithirteen came ta aur assistance, wel.-dressed
and intelligent. Though bis homne is the abode ai
superstition, and an thc. bushes and trocs about it
were ta be sec» strips oficioth ai varions colours float-
ing -as offerings ta the spirits, yct it is quite plain
that twa or tbree years at "lMc Kay's Scbooi'" will gave
hlm a truer and nobier faitb.

THE OFFICIALS.

One ch ici abject ai these visits as ta sec the afficiais
about whomn there bas bec» sa niuch talk. On» Re-
serve No. a the instructor as Mn. J. Nachol, iormerly
instructar at File His. He is irani Wentwortb
County, Ontario, was brougbt up a farner, and as a
yaung, active and suitable mnia. Ho bad the mis-
fortune ta laie bis wife iast year. Mr. J. Cobut» on
Reserve NO. 2 was the one flot seen by us. Ho is a
young niarried min, and bas an excellent neputation.
Mr. J. Suthcrland is instructor at No. 3. He was for
sanie years ira the Mounted Police. Miia wiie is an
excellent taiioress, and can be ai service ta the
Indians. Mr. Sutherland hiniseli is not oniy instruc-
ton but cas do biacksmithing, carpentcring, and is
acquainted witb the veterinary art. The broken
plougbs and other imploments brought in ta be
rncnded might bave aiarmed Vulcan, the god ai
smitbs, biniscli. The instructar ira NO. 4 is Mr. E.
lMcNeî], a young Canadian farner froni the Ottawa.
He bas no avife, but liko the few remaining instruc-
tors unmarried bas received bis notice fnom tlue Gav-
erriment Ho is a capable instructor, and bas, the
latgest band. He wiIl, no doubt, quaiiy before bis
tistie expires.

THE AGENCY.
It wouid be IlHamilet " witb Hamiet left out ivere

tve ta close without refèence ta the voteran Indian
agent, Colonel Alan Macdonald wba bas been a most
valuable and popular " fflcer in ariginating the present
Indian systeni. Colonel Macdonald is a son ai Mr.
Arcbibaid Macdonald, ai Glencoe, avbom ail ac-
quainted with the Selkirk Calany tvill tememnber ivas
ane ai Lord Selkirk's most ttnsted agents, and wrote
a pamphlet with an account ai anc ofithe expeditions.
ARiter iorty years' service an the Hudsoa's Bay Corn-
pany, ho settled at St. Andrews, an the Ottawa, in
Lawer Canada. Thuugh wo iound Colonel Mac-
do»aid's good wiie away on % visit ta tlac East, the
colonel lives at the agency in gnod aId Hudson's
Bay Company style. Hc undcrstands the Indians
thorougbly, is very anxiaus for the imptovomoent ai
the Indians in ail respects, is a gaod friend ta the
niissionary and the teacher, and possesses the con-
fidence ai aId and young an the reserve. It was a
picasure ta go op aur long rounds thraug.1. the ne-
serve, accomparaicd by the agent and bis clever son,
'Archie, a lad ai twclve, wha jabbers Croc with any
native, and acted as an interproter. Theo afficial

interprcîer is an Indian front Oxford 1-buse, namced
Geddcs, who gave usimuch information. Ilic gents
assistant is a most intercsting young mnia nanied
14cNeil, <rom Prince Edward Iliand. His bonks,
papers, and officiai documents werc in capital arder,
and we gave tbem a tlaaroigh overhauing. Our te.
turn waâ madle ta l3roadview in a hurry ta catch the
west bound train, and if wc dream to*niglit of indians
and instructars, it wvall not be surprising.

A DELEGA TE 'S REFLECTIONS.

MR. EDiTioit,-Thc late meeting ai tlae General
Assembiy at WVinnipeg, it will bc conceded by ail, was
an event of absntbing interest. It has farmed an
cpach in the history ai our Church. Ten ycars agos
the idea that such an event could take place would
have bee» iooked upon as prcposteraus-the wvild
dreai oi a isordered brain. Vet it has actuatty
taken place, and the resuits which have flowed frani
it bave, we think. fullv justilled the sciection af that
city as the place ai meeting. Amang these beneflts
we specify thc following - ht as cnlarged our
knowiedge of Manitoba and the North-West. Fcw
of us ftrm the East land any iust idea of the extent,
beauty and resources ai the great North-West It
rose up before aur mind's cye as a sparsely-settied
region. uninviting ta the eve and prescrnting few in-
ducements for settlement. But our recent visit ta
that far land dispels aur .gnorance. It bas cniight.
cned aur minds. The country througb --tiich the
C. P. R. tuns betwecn Toronto and Winnipeg is, it
is truc, barren and racky cnough, but rich, we are
told, in minerai weaith, awaiting oniy the capitaiist ta
develap its great resources. Fish ai variaus kinds
sw.rm ira the northern waters, wbile the poet and
painter may revel ta their heairts' content in, scenes ai
surpassing beauty and solemnity, which ever and
anar burst forth upon the eye as one is whirled along.
It is not, however, until after yau pass WVinnipeg that
yau realize the vast extent and great resources af the
Far WVest. Ta gaze out upon tht prairie, Ilboundless,
endless and sublime," cxtending lîke a vast sea before
yau, ciad an the iresh verdure ai sunimer and fragrant
%vtah tho breath ai flowers, as a sight inspizanglotahhold.
It is a land af great possibîlîties. No doubt there are
drawbacks as there are i» ail new countries. These
drawbacks are due marc ta the settier than ta the sal.
Mon have gono there ta speculate, flot ta fartm The
restait as that the sal bas not been properiy cuitivated,
and the right ciass ai settiers have been kept at
But this is being remedied. It will bring its own
cure. The land is for the people, and the people
shahi yet possess it. A great future, we feel assured,
is in store for these WVestern provinces. Indications ai
the coming giory may evon naw be seen. The rigbt
class ai setticrs are caming in : nmen ai brain and
mnuscle, wbo knowv how ta tili the soil ; schools and
churches are already dauting the broad prairie;
railroads are being built in variaus directions, bring-
ing markets near and faciliating social intercourme
Coal of a superior kind bas been discovexed, promis.
îng abundance ai fuel. Towns and tillages are risiaag
wbere a fewv years ago the wiid buffalo roamed, or
oniy the wigwam ai the Indian met the eyo. In ail ai
wvhich wve discern the pramise ai future greatness.

The meeting ai the Assembly at WVinnipeg again
bas had the effect af giving an impetus ta missionary
operations in Manitaba and the Nort.a-West. For
severai years bacl, aur missianary wark there bas
bec» pushed forward with great vigaur. As a rostait
rapid strides have been miade and signal success
acbieved. Some ai us did flot iuliy realize the ex-
tent ai the work. Our recerit visit bas had the effect
of opening Our eyes ta the extent af aur missianary
aperations in that land. And whilcit bas openiedaur
eycs it has cheered aur bearts. Many ai the delegates
enibraced the appartunity ai visitiaig the variaus mnis-
sion fields wYhereou n iseionarles ait Iabouring sa
earnestly, and sceing for tbeniseives their extent and
condition. The variaus Indian reserves also were.
visited, and many interesting iacts elicited sbowirag
the progress and prospects ai the Indian population
under the care ai aur Church. This lia& the effcct
not only of deepcning aur own interest, but ai put-
ting us in possession ai such information as is cal-
culated ta awaken interest in the minais af aur con-
gregaticns regarding tbis great wark. It bas inten.
sifled in aur mind the conviction that only in Chris-
tianity lies aur hope for the elevatian and salvation
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