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whom Inquiry had baen made by the Society’s corres.
pondent at Niagara, had cimgrated to that part of
North America,” and was “harmoniously setted over
that society.” The exact date of the comimencement
of Mr. Fraser’s labors is not fixed, but it was late 1n
1836 or early in 1827, 11c found the Church practi
cally disorganized and very much discouraged,
Wiriting recently in reference to the matter, hie says
that he made one effort to parfect the organization, but
only one woman came forward; and, as he learned
afterwards that they desired to be connected with the
Church of Scotland, with which he was * not united,”
he made no subsequent attempt to orgamze them,
After cuntinuing through three temporary engagements
of six months cach, he says: “As everything about
the place was so flat and dull, I lost all interest 1n n,
and so removed to the other side” The business of
the town was greatly depressed, and the prospects
were, in all respects, gloomy.  Mr, Fraser wasa native
of Scotland; wascducated at Glasgow College; heens.
‘ed, in 1817, by the Glasgow R ‘lief Presbytery, and
ardained, in 1819, by the Relief Presbytery s Edine
bargh. After leaving Niagara, he officiated six years
with the same Scotch congregaton at Princcton (for-
merly Curry’s Bush), near Schencetady, N Y., from
which Rev, John Young came, n 1791, to the hrst
pastorate in Montreal; then, for ten years, was con-
nected with the Reforined Dutch Church the State
of New York; then becama pastor at Lanark, in the
Presbytery of Perih, where he remained until June,
1854, when he retired from the munstry, on lus com.
mutation allowance, and now, at the age of eighty-six
(May 1st), he is patiently aw.ating another and lus Zast
call, at his home 1n Montreal,

Under date of 8th January, 1829, John Crooks, Esq.,
sent, under cover to tha Glasgow Colomal Society, a
blank call for a minister, addressed 1o the Moderator
of the Glasgow Presbytery. In the Qccompanying
letter, Mr. C. said, “we have the promise from (sov.
ernment of £100 a year duning the existence of the
Canada Land Company,” wluch, however, was declared
to bs uncertain ints duration; and that *about twenty
persons have become bound to pay the mmister to be
selected by the Glasgow Presbytes ¥ 4150 sterling per
annum,” including the Government grant.  Two days
after, William Clark, Esq. (who was very busy receiv-
ing the taxes collected throughout the district from
the several collectors), enclosed a duplicate of the call
to Rev. Dr. Russell, of Hanulton, Scotland, for, dehv-
cry to the Moderator of Presbytery; and by next post
a “legal guarantee of £1350 a year .or & muuster” was
forwarded. Among other excellencies, Mr. Crark said
the proplewantzda * geatlemanly preacher,” although,
he added, “ perhaps we ought not to expect 2 man of
very superior talent for the small supend we offer.”
In answer to this appeal,

REV. RO3ERT MCGILL, early in the following spring,
received an appointment by the Glasgow Lotomal So-
cicty. On the 15th day of July, he was ordamed by
the Glasgow Presbytery, and on the 16th day of the
the following October he was mducted to the charge at
Niagara by Rev. Mr. Cook of Quebec, and Rev, Mr.
Macher of Kingston, with, perhaps, other munsters of
the Church of Scotland in Canada, **whe agreed to
meet for that purpose and carry out the appoimnment
of the Glasgow Presbytery.” Mr. MceG. found the
town and the Church 1n a much more prosperous and
hapeful condition than when Mr. Frazer left, the ship-
ping and other comnercial interests having greatly
revived.  He was *“received with open arms by s
p:ople, and entered on a most extensive sphere of use-
fulnass, with promising anucipatons of success.” In
a letter * homz, written 12th January, 1830, hie speaks
of being, at lensth, settled in his own house, and of
“our church” as being a “mean and unsuttable build-
ing, capable of rontaining about 300 people,” and as
being completely filled, * when the roads are good,”
with “a congregation of respectable appearance,” the
greater number of whom were of Scotch eatiaction.
April 6th following. he reported the erection of a wing
to the church, capable of seating forty persons, and
began to solicit aid for a new building, saying that he
believed £400 could be raised in Niagara, and that a
fricnd in Montreal had engaged toraise £100. He
also gave, from the returns of the assessors made in
1828, a statement of ths Presbyterians in the town and
township of Niagara, including as members those who
were attached /o the Church,and classifying the others
as “attached fowards” it. Of the former there were
in the town 272 and in the township 130—in all 402;
of the latter, in towa 3, aad in towaship 335—in all

329. The grand total, 831, was 69 more than the
grand total in the Church of England columns, all
others being still lower,  In 1831, the improvement in
the congregation and the town was so marked that the
erection of a new house of worship was undertaken,
On the 318t day of May of that year, the corner-stone
of ** 5t. Anddrew's Church (Established Church of Seot.
lands at Neazara” was taid, and from that date, the
present substantial, large and handsome brick chureh
wis pushed rapidly to completion  The same year,
on the 8th of June, the first Canadian Synad in con
tection with the Churel of Seatland was organized at
K[ingston, Mr. MceGll arcting as Clerk.  Sonn after,
the Presbytery of York was formed hy Mr McGil)
and four assoriate ministers, and the congregation of
Niagara, for the first time, eame intn representative
and orgaaic connection with “the Kirk” Mr McGill
was an able, carnest,and elnquent preacher, a system.
auc orpanizer, and a born leader. One who knew
him well adds to this deseription that “ he was one of
thoase rare men wha are Inoked up to for their intellee-
tual superionty, and, at the same time, loved for their
warmith of heart and their valuable services in time of
trouble or difficulty.”  He erected a good brick manse
earlv an his minstry, which he was enabled to free
from morygage debt by the “hiberal New Year's gin”
of £300 pounds from the congregation, in January,
1839. Subsequently the manse wasg purchased of him
by the congregation with a legaecy of £7350 left by the
widow of Mr. John Yaung, one of the first trustees ap-
ponted in 1794, and a suceessful merchant, who was
drowned in 1830 The present pastor now orcupies
i, and at is sull an excellent and commodious struc.
ture.  During the greater part of Mr MeGill's resi-
dence in Nuvrara the congregation was large and
flourisling, the town being prosparaus.  But after the
completion of the Welland Canal, business was gradu-
ally diverted to St. Catharmnes (where the county
oftices were at length removed), and the old town”
again went into a dechne, the congregation sutfering
proportionably.  Wauh the “ disruption ™ in 1844, came
also division at Nuwrwa. A new congregation was
formed and a new brick church erected; and, for some
years, two congregitions divided the Pre.byvterian
support which, at the best, was not enoush for one
strong one.  In September, 1843, Mr. McGill rrepred
acall to the charge of St. Paul's, Montreal, where he
offi tted succesfally during a period of mepe +hn ten
vears. In 1833, the drgree of Doctar of Div oty was
conferred upon hum by his alma mater, the University
of Glasgow, and on the 4th of Februare, 18356, death
termunated his labors.  * Manvy tears were shed when
the trrlings of his death reacked Niagara, and it is smd
that one lady beeame actually sick with grief.” “The
memory of but fow mimisters has been cherished so
affectionately as was that of Dre MeGill by the con-
gregation, wlich was his first charge, in Nuwugara,
COMPENSATION FOR CHI'RCH BURNED.

In 1837, after twentv vears of negatintion and per-
plexing delav, the eongregation received from Gavern-
ment the sum of £490, withaut interest, as compensa
tton for the destruction of their church building when
used as a nulitary hospital in 1813, AH other * build
ings destroved while given up to the Kmng's use, were
padan full out of the mulitary chest; but from some
malign influence, our just claim was refused from this
source.”  After Mr. McGill came, the contest for com-
pensatton was sharp and vigorous, the venerable Arch-
deacon Strachan oppnsing, throush the public prints
and otherwise, and Mr. McGill replying with brillianey
and power.  The brief and otherwise unfortunate con-
nection with a Presbvtery of the United Synod, seems
to have bzen used by the Archbishop with effect
Wihnle the clamants were of the Church of Scotland,
he affirmed that * the Church constituting the case of
kardship did not belong to a congregation of Preshy-
tenans in connection with the Church of Scotland,”
and that “jt never was occupied by such a congrega-
tion,” but by * Presbyterians who now faorm the United
Synod or Preshytery of Upper Canada® Mr McGill
labored ably to combat the statement and the argu-
ment, but, nevertheless, the original classification of
the congregation “among the general sufferers, not.
withstanding the specialty of our case,” was maintain.

cd, although the Episcopal congregation, whose church -

was damaged but not destroyed, were ranked among
the special sufferers, and promptly paid £s00. The
Presbyterians scem to have lost £225 and interest for
necarly a quarter of a century on £625, because their
church bailding, when dastroyed, did not belong to a
congregation then coanected either with the Estab-

lished Church of Scotland or the Established” Church
of England.
THE SFESSION RECORDS.

The carliest Session Records winch havé been pre.
served commence with a meeting held July 2th, 1833,
when the pastor, and clders William D. Miller (father
of Richard Miller, Esq., of 5t. Cathanines), and James
Lockhart were present, and when James Cooper,
senior, the Hon. John Hanulton, Dr, Walter Telfer,
and William Clark were ordiuned * 1 the public con.
kregation to the uffice of the eldership,” and “ took
their scats as members of the sessions.” Since that
date, the records have been kept with considerable
systemn and completeness.  The elders comprising the
present session are as follows: George Dawson, John
Rogere, Robert N. Ball, James Macfarland.

The notice of Mr. McGill's resignation was read to
the congregation on the 24th of August, 1845, by

REV. JouN CRUICKSHANK, of Brackwville, “who is
here in the providence of God,” and on the 16th day
of Octuber fullowing, he “was inducted to St. Ane
drew’s Church, Niagara, by the Presbytery of Hamile
ton"” llis fast scssion record bears date June sth,
1848, when he asked the session to concurin the leave
he had obtained from Presbytery to visit Scotland,
for the benefit of his health chicfly.” Leave was
granted, and arrangements were made with Rev, J.wW,
Baynes, then recently of the first Presbyterian Church,
St. Catharines, temporarily to supply the pulpit. On
the 11th of Apnl, 1849, Mr. Cruickshank anally ter
minated his connection with the congregation, and
became, suon after, parish nunister of Turntf, in Banfe
shire, Scotland.  On the 2nd day of May, 1850,

REv. JolIN BowkR Mowar, AM,, “latemissionary
in Kingston,” was ordained and inducted by the Pres-
bytery of Hanulton, with wiuch, by reason of division
of ternitary, the congregation was then connected. He
remained unul 1857, discharging his duties faithfully
and acceptably, and enjaying the confidence and cse
teem of lus people.  He then accepted the professor-
ship of Oniental Languages and Biblical Criticism in
Queen’s Unaersity, where he stll remains,  His suc-
CLHHOT,

EV. CHARLES CAMPBELL, is the presentincumbent,
A native of Scotland, who was ordamed by the Prese
bytery of Ayr on the 29th of Apr.l, 1838, sent to Can-
ada as an ordained nussionary, and inducted to this
hanze by the Presbytery of Hamilton on the 25th day
of the following August.  Afier twenty years of faithe
ful service, vigurous in nund and body, he secems good
for another twemy years of acuve labor with a people
by whom he appears to be greatly beloved.

NOTHING 10 GIVE,

Mg EpiToR. — Having been away from home most
nf the winter, some back numbers of your paper
eseaped my notice.  But looking them over to-day I
found wm the paper for Feb. Sth a criucisim by “A
Presbyterian,” which I consider s likely to 1njure or
hinder that Iiberahty and self-denial which ought to
exist in every Christian.

Your correspondent criticises an article, “Nothing
o Give,” wlich appaared in the © Presbytenan
Record” for June 1876,

He o, erlooks the cluef object of that article, which
is this* “There are some (yea nany) of our members
soho give nothing to some of the chemes of our Churchy
but who might give something, if they excrcised that
Christian s-if denial whick Fesus asks and expects of
His disciples.”

Your correspondent considers th-t article as being
very discouraging to the poor. I am well acquamted,
and have had much to do with the s0or of the flock,
I have often been grieved at the selishness of many
among them.  Hence, 1 felt that article, “Nothing to
Give,” was opportune,

Allow me to quote one of many instances to which
this well applies. I have met many who can readily
spend from twelve to twenty dollars a ycar for tobacco;
and yet these people have nothing fo give 1o missions,
Surcly this is not as it should be? It appears to me
that in such a case tobacco is loved more than Jesus,
I am persuaded, that as a rule, every church membes
should give something to svery scheme of the Church,
The widows’ mite is more acceptable to God than the
abundance of the rich, and is a greater evidence of
self-denial.  Allow me to quote an illustration from
the address given by Rev. C. Pickson, D.D., before
the General Presbyterian Councilat Edinburgh, (Ses
Report of Proceedings, p. 125),




