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On Wednesday, i6th, the Disestabimslimenî ques-

tion came up fur c.onsicleration. Tht discussion
vas lntrodutcil b> l'tnt.nupal i&ainy in . %,cry long andi
able speech, wlii-, ho closed b> mou ing tu tht luAluv-
Ing effect.ý

"That the Free t.hurcb, min confosmiîy with the Clai of
klght, bau 'sianly Jtnit.1h iagam ot tht 1-hutch n
ettalsiilmlttct psitun andth Uic b,-I.,al tnhciaia. o.f

the atioal mitih ChrhThat Iu tie î.reseni clorotim
stances cf i'resbyteulan denomniAua) In Scolaud. the lqu1
sesion by ane ut l thy of the cxccî.tionaa îasîitiou andi ptii
loges alan Estat.lilicit C.îurch ié niust uitjusa, ants ih.ariazgbl
unteunnrable, llma the icumlnai,>n 1 iht. c xlsting c, .nneç
tien between Clmurch andi Stale lu Stilanti. wib due
regani to lité intecss, andi leaving the tLhuich nov ettati.
lishedti u cArry un i mim-siant A-virk i-> the t. fililaîa sclu
oi lis membens, wuuld icmuîvc A gi,% -. ,stad.c t.. hc
religînus weii.i>eing u! the cauntty. ladil te' the rsice of
a harmonlous andi icmrlsbing: Ilestiytetianiàm iu Scuttanti.
That, mn prescrit cituinstanccs, the lundi set trc ouglit te
be employeci lu ý.,i.jeis tunnctcçi %etsh d.y %NLmfascr ut the
communliy, andi among theit arc an le. i.r.ved and cuni.
pietei sysleni of educaîlan, lu contotmlty 'vill lime conic-
tiens uf the peopie cf Scollanti. Tliai the lume has caule
ai whirh the iustice and ncccssity ut thcac sicps oughi tu bc
tesalicly 1ireied uteun the Stutat tummfIity. andi .ught
Io te fily tnaintaineti %nt assitcit 1,y the affict beatcts
and inembens of tbis Churcb. That the saine dlaim, on the
sunie groundh ai jusi ce andi neceusiy, ouâglit la bc by this
Cliurch placeti betore 'ailianici l and, îiiefurc tua a
petitlon bc preiiaied furt î'csentataén !,,uîih liuiv ut
Panlameni In confority viîh the Cit four of the forccniniresotutions, and ptsting thit stetua bc lakcn to do tght aun
Justice ln the premim.

Sir Henry Moncrleff, on tht aiher hand, preposetid
*lThat the Assmbiy. white den)ing the righî ai the Churcb

nov eStablie t teb position and i bsioecal inheritance of
the Suotish National 0mucch, do nul sce tlicir wiy, mn prt
sent circumstances, ta pellîlon Partiamieut an the sublect, or
la, talle any action regarding Discstablitbnicnt."

This vas aise duiy seconded.
Afterwards there vas a motion, by Dr. M.%c.Cregor,

ta petitian Panliameat te appoint a ommission ai
inquiry as te the condition ai tht Establisheti Churcit
oi Scotlauti and the number et its atihereuts. Tht
debate thtoughout vas very keen, being substantiully
carrioti on an tht anti andi pro-cstabli.%hment tint.
WVhen tht vote camie betveen Sir H. Meincrieff's
amendiment ..ndti at ai Dr. blt.;regor for a Panlia-
tnentarY Commission, 57 voici! ion tht fermer and
75 for tht latter. Dr. McGregor's r.-oposal vas thon
put as tht ameudiment in apposition te Dr. Raiuy's
motion, viien 91 volt!t for il ai agaiDst 417 in faveur
ai Dr Raiuy's, anti consequeutly in support oi Dis-
estaliishmntu. This is a very strong vote, anti whtn
it is remernbered that the motion in the U.. P. Synod,
by Principal Cairus, in faveur ai Disestabiishnient
vas canrioti vith cul>' one disseuting voice, it "Il ho
seenz boy strong tht current runs in dhii direction,
both ln the rree anti U. Il Churches.

In' tht evening ai the sanie day it 'vas reporteti
that a Chalmons Lectuneship hadl been feunded b>' MNr.
Macfie, ai Airtis, giving £5,ooo for the purpase Tht
Crat locturer ou the feunidation was i tht saine tinie
announceti, viL., Sir H. Mcncrieff-subject, " Tht
Headship of Christ."

Tht Irish deputies vert aise heard, anti tht report
on tht Highlands receiveti anti discussed.

Thursia>, 27th Mlay, tht Rabertson-Smith case
came up and, as vas te have been expected, causeti a
very large anueunt ai oxcitcmnent. Mev great that
excitement vas nia> be judgeti ai [rom tht fact that
ladies liegant te assemble in that section of tht hall
set apart for thein as tar>' as haif-past six am., anti
that b>' a litile aiter nine a.m. every part oi the bouse
allotteti te, tht public vas crammied ta suffocation.
Tht ministers' anti studentsygalleries 'vert aise denseiy
packed fuilly hall an heur hofore thc Assemlily met,
anti the part reserveti for members ai Assernbly vas
alsa quite filuet sharti>' aller nine o'clock. Tht
demonstrations ai approval, an the reverse given te,
tht mren promineni rnembcrs of the Assernbly as
tht>' onteret the hall werc ai the ruast pronouncet
anti secular description, cheers bcing abundant, anti
groaxas anti hisses flot b>' an>' ruans vantiug. The
thealogical students wert especialiy exciteti, anti
sheveti their zeal ion truth anti rightoousness in tht
manner usual ta rollicking boys rather than ta
thoughtiui Christian mon. As a sign cf tht tumes, as
fair as these young hopefuis vere concerned, Principal
Rai>' vas, on bis eutrance, pretty generally bisset
front the stutienis' galier>'. of course Professor
Smnith vas enthusiasticall>' chetre'. b>' t saine
young gentlemen.

WVhen the Moterator took: tht chair, ever>' sitting
andi standing place vas mruan than fully occupied,

and in a short lime aier the usual preiiminaries, the

There was rit finit a cor.îIderably lengthene4 dis-
cussion uver the question as ta the stage nt which
l 'rofessnr Smiîth shouid bo tillowcd tea ,ddiess the
4îssmbly Sorte were anxious that ho shoulci b.
heard aller the discussion and iixnxodiatoIy beloro the
mnver ni the first motion replied. But tbis was
<miaill dispased of by the oYM teasonable objction

that it wntild bc absurtu lo party attebar ta,

and that tlîiz plan wouid necessitate the whole case
being gone ove: ta by ihose who might bc anxieus
in uxeet the proessor's -arguments and objections.
The reluit 'vas that the proecssor declineti ta spcak
at ail, and!aimost liniiedi.atol> idf the House, though
hoe rcturtied by-and.by axnd listeneti te part of the
debate from the audience gallcry eccupieti by ministers
anti nienbers.fThe Assembiy thon proct .ed tu cansider theJmotions of which notice had been given. Sir Henry
%loncricie proposed lits motion, which was te the
eI e oficia stopping the proceas at its present stage,. ,
in consequence cf the anxlety and alarm exciteti by
the discussions in the case, and fer ather reasons, find
*'-xî lrotessor Smith-lhas se lait the confidence of the
Church that hoe cannot with advantage retain bis chair,
and must ceaso to hoid il, ii commîtîce being ap.
pointd ta arrange such matters as nîight in thetirm-
rumstances anise. lie admitteti at starting that the
motion was peculiar -an admission nt once recei'.ed
with an answcring shout frorn the gallery-but the
question was whoîhet the circumstances vert not
sufficientiy oxîr.cardinary and peculian ta warrant
the adoption cf that motion. 1le was quite prepareti
ta go on with probation if ho were net sensible that
their doing that might involve thern in questions that
wouid protract the case furthor, andi that would keep
It beFore the court for another ycar. Thc idea ai this
motion had flot originated with him, but ho hati taken
it up because he had been macle fully avare of two
things -that some persans who hat i htherto rather
seemeti ta, lean te i>rofessor Smith's side cf the case,
se far as not ta agree with the conclusions which hall
been arriveti at by tht previaus Assemblies wcre rîow
disposod towards sanie adjustment cf tht kind whîsch
the motion recommended, and also because ho hall
become aware of tht great prexiing dosirt un the
part ai tho!xe who hati suppurtd thesc docîsiens af
the Assembly that the case shoulti le brought tu a
close in tht present ycar. Ht vished aise to say that
if tht case had gotne te probation andi the charge had
been preved-as ho believeti il cauid be preveti-he
would flot have propased ary furthor sentence except
te exclude Professer Smih rem. tht chair. He touk
this groîind because ho hall long mantained that the
charge againit Profossor Smith as il had hotu faund
relevant was not the saine thing as a charge of directly
or even constructively denying tht fundamcntal dec-
trine cf the Church-the doctrine of inspiration or
any other-but tht charge ai niaintaining publirly
tht epinion respecting a bock of Scripture, or a par.
tien of a book cf Scripture, which, in the judgmeat of
tht Church, cauid net be iogically recanciled withi -ht
doctrine cf tht Standards. This was net the saine
thiug as if they had convicted him cf deuying the
doctrine of tht Standiards, and therefere tht judg-
rment ta be prenounced in such circunistances aught
net ho the sanie as it wouid have been in thteailier
case. Sir Henry hav.ng thus shewu that the course
hoe propasod was open tel tht Church, preceeded te
argue that tht alarni andi anxiety prevailing in tht
Church was cf stich a kind, and 'vas se increasingiy'
prcvalcnt as ta justify tht conviction that Proiessor
Smith couiti net look for tht confideece cf tht Church
in the conduct of his chair. He shewed that thx3
anxicty hzd prevailed from the beginuing, and that
nathing of Professer Smith's subseqment pieadings
hati allaycd the alarm. With respect ta the pcrsonal
part cf tht question relating ta Professer Smith's
office, ho said tht tomporalities wert net nov in ques.
tion-the ouly subject hefo.' tht House vas whether,
in the circumstances, he was te continue ta exorcise
tht spiritual fuanctions in tht Cburch ai Christ, for the
right arrangement cf which tht Church was re.
spdnsible te its Great Head. Se far as temporatittes
vert concerned, tht question was reiegated te the
committot which the motion proposed. Sir Henry
spolie for neanly au heur. Ht wa.? followeti by Dr.
Adam, whe s3poke as one who .has nlot been ju faveur
of the relevancy ai the libei. He desired tht Assem-

biy, havever, ta rentember that tht position which ho
and others hati talcen up, had been consistent wAtts
anxlety andi alnrmn as ta the tendency of Professor
Smîîh's views, andi that aitty an alarm had been
froni tht tiri expressed, andi was contained i n thq x
mations wh:Ms hall been deleitotili. successive As-
sembîles. He repudiated, with cinphails, the state-
nment that thls anxcty andi alarm hai liten the resuit
af clameur. It was a delusion ta suppose thst the
alann and anr4oty were decroasing. Thetu statements
vent chaienged by cries cf " No " on tht one side,
andi supporteti by clicers un tht o.htr. Anether inter-
rupttan. ai Dr. Adam's speech aucended tlw: statement
that, ti tht deaiing cf tht committet about compen-
sation wlîh Professer Srnah thore would ho mno
" hi"lng.» This %vas receîveti with cries of IlOhO
xvhiçh 'vert flot altogetiier appeased by the mfied
farn of the statement that thora wouid b. na dusposi.
lionl te as.t lu anyttiing but tht niost liboral and gene-
rous spirit.

Dr. Laidlaw moveti a different resatution, which
aise agreeti te drap tht libet, but guarding the Fteé
Churc.h, by de-odanng that tht views af critîctsm helti
liy Professer Smith wero net the vtcws ai the Cburch,
ncvorthelcss, in respect that is opinions iyere flot of
àuch a chxracLer that they coulti bc declaroti as con.
demneti by the Standards, and imn view cf bts great
aliîy anti u3efuincis, nesoiva te repente hlm ln bis
office. He diti fot deny tht abstract rlght of the
Church te, take tlmt course proposed with respect ta a
professor who hatit tht confidence ai tht Chtarch.
But they were An this pcculian position, that it was
proposed te take this course at a trne when they were
in thetick ai the case. Ho iatmd no relief inu titis
proposition, but, an the contrary, leoking along the.
lineof tht future, it increaseti present perplexities, and
raiseti neoee. Hçow vert tht) ta contemplait the.
initiation ai judiciai process3s i they vert ta lua
froni this painful instance that sucb processes might
b. broken off in tht supreme court, and that a permît
under lîhol ho set asîde freut bis office withoa: any
conclusion being corne t P Haw vere thty ta regad
tht status ai profossors if this strange metiiod. et pro.
ceduro was ta ho pecuiiarly applicable ta thena?
WVould nlot such a method af precedure raise a danger
that at would tempt thoîr people te lîsten ta thase vhào
insinuatell ihat sorme ionm ai legal bondage--some
kînti af Sîate-regulatod. discipline-might ho preoe.
able ta such freedom. Blut ht did flot ciesiro Proies.
sur Smith te ceme eut with a verdict afIl Net provet.>'
He did nl accepi bis theory af I>euteronomy. He
desired a distinct declaration that Professer Smith's
views wert net tht vîews cf tht Fret Church. Bt,
white he condemued tht views, ho desired tel save tht
Proiessor te tic- Churth in a chair whoro ho woulti be
emiuently useful. The deprivation ai Professor Smith
wouid net stamp eut bis views, whtreas, if they ne-
poneti him with sucli a declaration as ho proposed,
an admonition te attend te bis valuable linguistic
studios and spiritual exogesis of the Old Teutament,
vhich ho vas se wcll flîteti te iilustratt, thty should
have a botter chance ai seeing these questions noie.
gateti te tht subordinate place ai dull un-eniinence
whîch reaiiy belongeti te, theni. Dr. Laidlaw's motion
was secandeti by Professer McGregor, who beid that
Sir Henry' Mlocreifi' was prepasing a wrong tbing, te
change tht law cf tht Church, anti ta dogmatize about
a thing which ne Church imn tht venldlhad. ever even
appointed a com- mittet te inquire juta.

Dr. Ilegg foliowed with a motion timat the court
shauld now preceeti te probatmon in the case. He
fieldi tht course prtiposed by Sir Henry Mloncreiff ta,
hc unprecedeuted, and injunlous te tht internats alike
of prefessors and ministers, whose rights ta, a fair
trial at suspendcd in a 'vay that might make cf Pros.
bytenianism an instrument of iutolerable tyraony.
He aise objectedt te abrupt and summary ending
ai thet ase, inasmuch, as it diti net prctect the rights
of tht peopleti inasmuch as Ilt Id the question unde-
cidoti whether Professer Smith was ta bc entitlod, as
a, moniber ai tht Church, Ia promulgute the vievi foi
which hoe hati been tieposeti as a professer. Dr.
Ilegg's speech vas attended with tht unusuaI accam.
panient af approving cheers freni tht studéenWs gal.
Iery-a faveur which vas net extended ta a vigorous,
but unduly iong-vuinded cration, with which Mr.
Wood, Aberdeen, seconded is motion.

Dr. Bijeth appeareti in support of a motion ta te-
store Professer Smîith with an admonition. Ho
craveti that bis son, Mr. Gilbert Beidi, îuight be ai..
lawed tarend his s!atemnent. Tuis wsgrnted. The
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