ML AN g DT MO,

PR

3 ents,

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.,

centage as will equalize the expenditure and income for the
ar.

e:x was moved, in amendment, by Mr, §.4M, King, seconded

Ly Mr. D. M. Gonton ¢

“In wiew of the fact that, reconding to picsent appear.
ancas, the expenditure of the 1ome Mission Commitiee will
be fuund to have exceeded the income by about $7,000, It
{s agreed, with great reluctance, to deduct twentyfive gies
cent, from the amounts «due to Preshyteries, including the
Manitoba and othcr mission fiekls, at this date, for the la
bour of the past slx months, making a sum of about S?. §00,
and to nppul to the ministers of jthe Church for a sinnlar
amount.

A vote belng taken, the amendment was catried, the vole
belng ten (or l%c motion and cleven for the amendinent.

AUn later stage of the proceedings the members of the
Commitlee subscribed about $300, and agreat to cary ont
the latter pant of the resolution by making nprhc:\lmn to the
ministers in their respective Presbyteries, and the following
were appolnted n sub.commilice to take charge of the mat.
ters De. Cochrane, Messrs. Macdonnelt and King—Mt,
King to be Treasurer,”

It is well known what the'results of th- appeal were,
As one of your correspondents says © * The appeal
made ta theministers did not commend itself to many.
It appeared o many unjust {0 ask the mnisters to un.
dertake a debt for which the Church asa whole, and
not they, were responsible.”  ‘The appeal, however,
netted some $2,000, but the General Assembly revoked
the proposal of the Committee as to the reduction of
grants in Manitoba, and ordered that the salancs
of missionaries in that province should be paid m full,
which has accordingly been done.

As to the best mode of meeting the deficit reported
in June last, the Assembly clearly indicated its wind
in the matter, by the preparation of an appeal by the
Moderator, in which Presbyteries were called upon to
deal directly with the deficit. ‘The deliverance of As-
sembly embraced these points :

1. Thatthe Home Mission Fund for the Western Section,
should have $46.000 for the present year, to pay custent
grants, and wipe out its indebtedness.

1L, That instead of making a spatal appeal for the remoral
of the present definsls, thete Ve dut one u{[{:u fur the dehicits
and the current year's expenditure combined, and that con
gregations be instructed to forward contributions to the re-
spective Treasurers as carly as possible, as thete is due on
llllc first of October (includirg the presentdebijabout thirty-
two thousand dollars ($32,000), su as to wamaat the Lom.
mittee’s paying in full all grants, and to render unnecessary
the reduction of twenty-five per cent. as contemplated by
the Committee of the Westetn Section.

11I. That a Committee be appointed, to prepare a shorst
appeal, to be signed by the Muderator, tw the members and
adherents of the Church, setting furth the condition and se-

uirements of the Fund, and enjoin every minister to tead
this appeal from the peijut on some Lord’s day on or before
the last Sabbath of September next, and ro agord apfortun-
ity to every ndizidual 2o contributs by subscription vran any
ather uay that the Session or the Deaions’ Conrt may have
previously sesolved upon. The Assembly furthes eupein FPro.-
dsteries to take order at their first mecting theteafler that
this injunction has been complied with, and report to next
Assembly.  The Assembly further sequire that a (up) of the
appeal be addressed to each Preshytery, together with a

3 statement of the amount which may reasonably be expected
B as the fair proportion of the Presbytery'’s share of the total
% sum required.

IV. The Assembly instruct the Commattees, 1n their future

2 administration of the Fund, to cqualize the expenditure and
{ income of each year.

V. The Assembly instruct the Committees to entertain no

] new applications for grants until the state of the Fund shal
4 warrant them in so doing.

In view of such action taken by the General Assem-

4 bly, 1 submut that the Committee are not deserving of

the censure nflicted upon them by your correspond-
The different methods they have from time to

2 time adopted to secure funds, and ke continuation of
3 grants w the face of anincreasing deficit, show clearly

¥

g

that ¢ their policy has not deen one of despair.” The
# seriptural policy of faith” in the members of the
Church, to meet the growing demands of the Home

2 Mission field, “accompanied with works ” on the part
Yof the Compmittee, has led them to promise aid, when,
Slooked at from a business standpont, retrenchment
fwas absolutely necessary.

It is doubtless “a simple
matter to pay out funds when they are put into your

§hands ; any committec can do that;” butitis not a
Fsimple matter when the treasury is bankrupt and the

und indebted over $30,000 to the banks,
1 fondly hope that the Committee will soon beina
position to report alarge reduction of the indebtedness
such a reduction at all events as will warrant pay.
ments for missionary labour during the current hali-

£Eyear ; and thatthe Assembly’s injunction to “ equalize

he expenditure and income of cach year,” will render
drsficits and special appeals in the future unnecessary.

I trust that I have said nothing 1n this communica.
tion to wound the feelings of any brother; were 1

€8not that silence on the the part of the Committee

might seem uncourtcous to your correspondents, it
would not have been sent.  Wat, COCHRANE,
Convener H, M. Committee.

MR, LAING AND A SUSTENTATION
FUND.

Mu. EDITOR,~The letier of Mr, Laing published
in your issuc of last week on the subject of a “ General
Sustentation Fund,” revives a question which has been
for some months kept in abeyance. As you say * this
is a subject of gencral interest and which still requires
discussion.” Itas only a ity that at tlus date, and in
view of the experience of other churches, it should re-
quire discussion. However, if Mr. Laing represents
a party, it is evident that discussion 1s still nceded.

Mr. Laing is on the whole in favour of a Sustenta-
tion Fund. le thinks it, however, impracticable.
Apparently the chief reason is because the class
of congregations to be hereafter denonunated
“the aid giving congregations ™ will not in his opinion
sympathize with the scheme. His words are ** will
you find 230 congregations in the Western Section of
the Church who would be willing to enter on such a
scheme?”  The proper answer to this question is, of
course, *n0.”  But who gave Mr. Laing the informa.
tion. ‘They have not been tested.  Let them answer
for themselves. It is only, as yet, then, in Mr. Laing's
own imagination that the scheme, on this score, is
impracticable. What if gross injustice is being done by
Mr. Laing to these congregations 2 Have not cuagre-
gations, in like circumstances, cisewhere, done thus
very deed which he says will not be repeated ?  Pres.
byterians of Toronto, of London, of Galt, of Siratford!
are you, or arc you not, less magnammous than your
brothers and sisters of Scotland and of England?

Has Mr Laing been umformly correct in his anti-
cipations of what has been donein thepast?  Did he
antidipate the receptiun given to the report ot the
* Committee on Supplement and Sustentation,” by the
Assembly of 18782 Iid hie antiupate the action taken
upon it when that “ repurt “ was sent down as aremn
to the Presbyteries of the Church ¢ id he anucipate
that two whole Synods n addition to the Synod of
‘Toronto and Kingston, formerly. ~would overture the
Assembly in the tirection, not of a modificd suppie.
mental scheme, but of a General Sustentation Fund 2

As he has been disappointed, | hope agreeably, by
the action of the Courts oi the Church, so 1 beheve
when the ume comes, as cume it will, he wilt be hap-
pily disappointed by the 2ction of many of the congre-
gauens of the Church,

Mr. Lamg's tactics are not caleulated to promote
the interests of the scheme. 5Saying to a man “ we
dou nut eapect youto do your duty,” 1s not the best plan
1o constram hum to do his duty,

Mr. Laing’s reasoning again gnes upon the assump-
tion that the plan foreshadowed by Mr. McLeod 1s
the plan of the Church. The Church has not pro-
nounced regarding it. I do not think that it will be
the plan of the Church inallits details. But I must not
anticipate. Seeing thatitis not the plan of the Church,
My, Laing's statistics and conclusions therefrom go for
nothing.

The question is not “ What have the congregations
donc in the past?” but * what are they hkely to do
under the provision of the new scheme.” The advo-
cates of the scheme claim that greatly enlarged con-
tributions will follow when the laws for the regulation
of a “ General Sustentation Fund ” are put into opera-
tion. On what ground ? you ask. On the ground of
superior orgamzation. The miuster of each congre.
gation will, or at least may, be at the head of an or-
ganization for raising funds. This would be #4¢ scheme
of the Church. The support of herown ministry is the
first duty of any Church. The sustentation scheme
would be the grand scheme of each congregation. A
society for raising funds must necessarily be in exist-
ence in every pastoral charge. 1 think there never
has been a well wrought sustentation scheme without
this. Our statistical tables now show us that those
congregations doing most for the ordinary schemes of
the Church are those in which associations have been
formed the purpose of collecting funds.
Under an, mere supplemental scheme associa.
tions will not become general. According to
the statistics of 1877 there are over one thou-
sand church organizations and 242 missionary asso-
ciations. There are two large Presbyteries in which
there 1s not one single organization for the purpose of
raising contributions on behalf of the schemes of the

-y

Church. We do not lack for resolutions in reference
to them upon our statute books, but thgmost of these
are lylng as dead letters.  There must be some radical
change before you can enforce any laws requinug the
formation of Associations for the raising of funds for
ministerial support. That radical change you have
when th~ Church will adopt the planof a General Sus.
tentation Fund. A minister cannot ask his people for
an increase of his own stipend ; at least not many cang
1 cannot.  He cannot propese plans for the increase
of it, but he can, without any delicacy, put himself at
the head of an organization for the purposc of rusing
moneys to be thrown into a comsnon treasury for the
support of the whole. He is not only at the head but
Lecomes the heart and soul of such an organization.
1 conclude at present with what Dr. Chalimers says on
the subject : * The benefits of such an organisation,”
vit., a large central fund, “arc manifest and inestime
able. It becomes an operation of infinitely greater
delicacy and good taste, when the offerings called for
in any gven neighbouthood ase for the dircet and per-
sonal behoof of their own clergyman. He could do
nothing to extend or stimulate such a process. lut
lus deacons and even himself might without the viola-
lation of decorum, bestow upon it their full counten-
ance and activity when seen in its true character as pant
of a scheme for the high and patriotic object of support-
ing a ministry of the Gospel throughout the whole of
Scotland.”

1 hope to send you something further next week
upon the alleged impracticability of a Sustentation
Fund. WiLLIAM BFNNETT,

Peterdors’, October 27, 1879

PRESEVTERY OF WatTmv,  This Presbytery metin
Bowmanvillc on the 215t October. There wasagood
attendance of members. Arrangements were made
to bring the subject of missions before the congrega-
tions on some “abbath or other suitable day, and also
to hold a missionary meeting in each congregaton, to
be addressed by a delegation of two ministers and an
clder, viz Dunbarton, Claremont, Erskine, Duffin’s
Creek, and Pickering by Messrs. Abraham, Carm-
chacl and Wm Smith; \Whitby, Brooklin, Ashburn,
and Utica by Messrs. Cameron, Peattie, and Ratdliff';
Port Perry, Prince Albert, Oshawa, and Columbus by
Messrs. Little, Crozier, and Yellowlees; St. Paul's (Bow-
manville’, Darlington, Enniskillen, and Canwnght
by Messrs Leslic, Fraser, and Beith, Orono, New-
tonville, Kendal, and Newcastle by Messts. Athinson,
Spenser, and J. C. Smith. The several Conveners
were instructed to make the necessary arrangements
with the congregations and give due notice and report
at the meeting of Presbytery un January 20th. 1in-
quiry was made if the G. A. Moderator’s letter had
bezn read from all the pulpits of the Presbytery,
whereupon it was moved and agreed, “that the Presby-
tery expresses its pleasure that so many hasve attended
to their duty, and trusts that those who have not yet
taken action in the matter will do so at their earliest
convenience.” A call was laid on the table from the
congregation of Oshawa in favour of Mr. S. . East-
man, signed by 180 members and 52 adherents. After
Commissioners were heard, the call was sustained and
Mr Eastman being present, signified lus acceptance
of it and the usual arrangements were made for the
ordination and induction to take place on the 25th
November Mr. Cameron was appomted to preach,

. Mr. Little to preside and ordain, Mr. Carmichael to

address the minister, and Mr. Atkinson the people.
A small committee was appointed to examune the ad-
ditional Hymns and report to the meetng in Oshawa.
Messrs. Little, Drummond, and Leshe were appointed
to cxamine the remit anent a Presbyterian University
and report in January. Messrs. Roger, Croner and
Kitchen were appointed to examine the renut on the
validity of Romish ordination and report in January.
It was agreed that the next quarterly meeting be held
in Whitby, The Presbytery adjourned to mecet in
Oshawa, 25th November, for the ordination and for
the transaction of other business.—A. A, DRUMMOND,
Pres. Clerk. )

A MISSIONARY writing from China says of his work ¢
“There are several inquirers here, but they lack ad.
hesiveness, They want to go to heaven, but they act
as if they would like to ‘talk price’ with the Lord,
and secure some discount on the Ten Command-
ments, or a little mutual accommodation betwzen s
law and their habits and customs.” We fear thisis
the trouble in a good many places this side of Chua,




