
C/irist opher Columbus.

the attaitiment of hielong dcsircd plan of sailing ini searcbi of unknown wvesterp
lands.

ft appears tliit eue of tho great obsta\cles of bis suicce.s in gaining thc
cotisent (I the Côuirt of Spain, was the natuVe of lus demands ; bis principal
stipulation being, t1lft, he should hc .appoin*dndnsiral -or vicerqy huidI &
lands .whiclî lie slîeuld discaver, irnd iFýWëôcic ;tu o 11 oc f Laing '~i~n there-

îri~Whent it was ohjcctcd' tîat, in case of failitre lie wwuld loe nothing, hoe
offcred to advancc, Oti&eiglith of the suni requircd for !he excut ion, of bis
entt-rprisc, on- condition tlîat lie slîeuld bc cntitlcd to oueý-cigluth. et bis Profits.
HéI mnade ne stipulation for anyreward or eniolumneut wbuîtcver, in the event of
failure. I1ut fii ternis wvcre rejected by tiiese whlî treated %vith lii. The
actuuil expense, it wuîs said, would bc, cer.tainly grcat ; tUe hoilours autd émolu-
ment8 claimed by Colinbus would bc exorbitant, even slîoul lie perforui the
utterniost oi wlitit lie promised ; auud if ail luis sanguine luopes sluouid prove
illusive, such, vast concessions te an adventurer weuld Uc deiene ut oniy
incousiderate, but ridiculouis, and luereitýer bc citcd ini pro'ot of' tiéc rosts
credulity of the Spauisli menarclis. 0

Unider thecse circuunstances, Coltimbus deteriiained te -abandon S'pain and
endeaveur tu scck-fron otlier tntions Uie support wluiclîi thue coututry of' Ferdi-
uand ani Isabeila hiad refused him. In the beginnitig of Fcbruiary, 1492, lie,
quittedl Santa Fé, qtîd took tluc way to Cordova, wvlieuice lie, inten(led to repair
to France. Ilis departttre wILs a source of deep regret to tiiose frieris wluo
had emubraccd luis viewvs; and te none more so tha' te, bis old patron Alonzo
de Quinitanilla, coiiiptr-oller-ot' tlue finances of Castilc, aund to Louis (le St. Ainge4
recciver of tl c eclesjisticai revenues of Arragox. Auîxious, if possible, te
avcrt, thîe irreparaible los %vliielu Spain wvould ini tlîeir minds stistain, il' Coltumubus;
were allowced to depart, and carry luis projeût, into another country, tlîey
hastencd te the Quicen and addressed lier wyitlu tie elocjuiedce of lioneet zeal.
iZýloved by their forcible urgiments Iailaa.ls oseî, etetrspo
posed by Coluiubus, and after a cliglit hîccitat ion occasionied by Uic celdness of
Ferdînand, and the cînipty state of the royal treacury, clie declared lier res.6u-
tien te undertako the enterprise for lier oiiýn crowNv cf (2astile, and te plcdge
lier jewels te raise thîe ticcessary funids. St. Auiee rchleved beh ri 0li mr
tifying expedient by'engýaging, te advarlce thue required .suin aLs a loan fr'ont :hc
treasnry of Arragon.. Coltunibus ivas overtaken nt a distance cf two leagues
froni Grenada by a inessenger cf Uie Qucen, who bore a repîest for hic irne-
diate return te Sauta Fr'; lie obeyed after giving way .io a4momientary feeling
of distrust, exeited by a recoliection of tlîe frequent bitter disappointments whiolî
ho hlad already undergone. On his arrivai he was cord-ihlly received by
Isabella; and the assent of Ferdinand having at Iength. beeti obtained, the
negotiations were quickly brouglit to a favourabie close. On the 1tîArl
1492, articles of agreement were sigued tut Santa FS by Ferdinand and Isabeila,
te tlie following effect

1. That Columbus ehouild have, for hiniseif during bis life, and his heir8
ang àuccessors for ever, thue office ef admirai in ail the lands and continents
whici hie mighlt discover or acquire in tUe ocean, with similar henours and
prerega tives te these enjoyed by the higladiietCaien edsrc.

2. That he ehould ho viceroy, and governor-gen'eral ever ail tUe said lande
and continente; with the priviieges of nominating throe candidates for the


