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. gave more than could have been expected
in their circumstances, or on all erdinary
principles of computation. Would that it
could be said of all Christians thut they
have given to their power. Perhaps, how-
ever, their contributions weve actually small.
Their cuntributions might have been much
less than those of the rich ehurch of Cor-
inth. But God, who knows all our circum-
stances, and the motives from which our
actions proceed, regards the contributions
of self-denying poverty as actually greater
than the profuse offerings of those, whose
contributions are not such as to deprive
them of o single luxury., Luke 21: 1—4.
3. They gavejwillingly. *To their power
and beyond their power, they were willing
of themselves.\* What was given was given
cheerfully, not grudgingly or of necessity—
not in the spirit too common, in which men
say, I suppose I must give something—feel~
ing it tobe a burgden, from which we would ke
glad to be velieved, if we could with decen-
ey, They needed no urging to gives They
did n.t need to have person: sent to them to
beg The enireaty was on the ether side.
“Pruying us with nuch enlreaty, thal we
would receive the gift, and take upon us the
fellowship of the ministering to the saints.””
We see th? foundation of the work. They

of God. Not as we hoped, or above ou
expectations, they first gave their own selw [l
to the Lord, and unto us by the will of Gl i
When o man has given himself it is easyy;
give his property. And perhaps this off
plains the reason why 30 many in the Chri R
tian church give so little ov not at all, Th
have not yet given their hearts to the §
or. Till this is]done, we have no xight to e
pect liberality. Aund till this is done, ity
not & service acceptable in the sight of G
It proceeds from motives which he camul
approve.

Lostly. The cause; it was owing toth
““grace of God hestowed upon them’ (v.})
Through this they were filled with “‘abur}
emce of joy.”? Their henrts were enlargf
and their hands were opened. Partokiy
largely of the treasures of consolationinti;
word they loved not their worldly pose:JR
sions, but gladly geve them for the caused: gl
him who “gave himself > for them. 0, th'
the Spirit of all grace would pour cuts
large measure of his influence upon thy: B
hearts of all the members of our modn| il
churches, Then would the fountain di
Cluistinz Nberality be indeed.unsealed, s,
its gushing streams go forth to refresh &
nations, and clothe the moral wildemes!
with verdure.

had first devoted themselves to the service

Home Department,

At the time'of the[last meeting of Synod
the Rev. Alexander McKenzie was appointed

by the Presbytery of Pictou on 2 missian of

three months to the island of Cape Breton.

This mission he accouplished to the entire!
satisfactioa of the Rreshytery. This reportithe Strait of Cansa, by a vessel bousl 8

we snbjoin. Mr McKenzie on hig return
proceeded to Harvey, where he remained
till December last. He has sipce visited
other portions of the Province of New

Branswick, and is expected to return imme- :
diately to labor within the bounds of the{landed at Plaister Cove, and as you}

Presbytery of Ialifax,

"Baddeck, Cape Breton, July 24th, 1854,
ReEV. & DEar Siri— B

Being appointed by your Preshytey &
on a mission to Cape Breton, I beg Jeart ¥
to make the following report of my pro-Ji§
ceedings and Jabors.” I left Picioufv i

|

|for Boston, on the 4th July, and reachd i
that place on the cvening of the dy
following. T may state that ¥ wasii
company so far with two ministersd 8
the Free Church, and that we pase |
the tim¢ very agrecably together [f

friend Mr McKenzie was not at homt &
1 Jodged in the Victovia Inn. Icolif




