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was a prize nt the Olympie Games, and thcse gaies were heold, nc,.
mierely as a popular amusement or as a means of enabling gamblers
to plunder cach other, or rogues to obtain more frc and easy access
Io the pockets of simpletons, but as a solemu religions festival at whiceh
the ivcalthiest and noblest thoù-ght it au h onour to assist, and by wivhl
Olympia» JTupiter 'vas thouglit to bc espeially propitîated. SiMilar
lionours iverc paid at Cirrhia to Apollo and at Corinthi to Neptune.
Gymnastie contests wero thouglit always ploasing to the gods, and
were theroforc lield in conneotion, with tho most solomn ceremonies
both of niourning and thauksgiving. The gods t.hemnselves wvere siIp-
posed to recognizo tic lawv of strength as the basis of their polit.y.
Liko mon they arrangod tticmselves aecording to a table of precodence
in wvhich ecdi individual's place was detormined by bis abilities for
personal combat as compared wvitl tiiose of his neigh'bours. Jupiter
gains bis throno by a forcible revolution, dofcnds it succcssfully
agrainst the attacks of the Titans, anvd ai terwards rules the gods by
main s9trengthi, koeping thcm in pretty good ordor among theinselvos
tiiongli tliey always display an intcrcst in torrostrial brawvls and a
strong propensity to take part in them. Tlc puts Jimno in irons for dis-
obedience, and hurls Vulcan bodfily ont of heaven for trying to set lier
free. Wlien lie prohibits thc gods from interfering in the wvarfarc bo-
twveen the Greeks and Tro.Ians, lie informs tlîom that those who (lare
to meddle shial be sinitten with divine liglhtniug and chained in Tar-
tarean dungeons, and that thîey niay flot consider titis au empty men-
acee he rominds them in liomoly termns that lie is strong enougli to put
it in executio>n.<') But the attractions of force and contention prove
etronge r than thc terrors of thunderbolts and Tartarus. TI'le celestials
do repeatedly take part in the strife, and at last wlvhen the fiantic
butcheries of Achiles choking the Xantlîus with corpses have intensi-
fied the interest to its highost pitchi, divine enitliusia-,sm can no longer
be rotained, and the immortals ini cestacies of exeitemnent commence

amon thmseves fr~ fglt ivhich is unsurpassed by anything n b
buffoboneries of Burnand or Offenbaach. MLars bullies Minerva who re-
plies by knocking him, down with a stone and tlion wvitli a single blow
of her fist floors Venus who attenipts to corne to his assistance. Nep-
tune in the true spirit of Donnybrook begs Apollo to corne on, observ-
iag that since the row lias commeced it iih be positively disgraceful
for thema to refrain from taking part in it ; the Pythian declines the
invitation, not from any sense of what is due to lis dignity, but be-
cause hoe fears that if lie accepts lie will be very ]ikcly to get the worst
of it. Juno snatdlies Diana's bow frorn lier hands and boxes lier cars
with it, whle Jove npon lis pinnaclo laughs joyously at, the uproar
like a bigy boy diverting himself with watching a fight, betweeu smahler
ones, whidh he knows that hie eau terminate when lie gets tired of it
by knocking the heads of the combatants together.(-) We rnay smile at
such scenes as tiiese, but the ancient, Greeks and Romans saw in thema
nothing ridiculons. To their apprehensions it iras perfctly natural

(1) Il1tad Viii. 1-25. (2) 1Usd XX.I-V. 380-510.
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