
TH1E PALL 0F T11E AZTEC EMPIRE.

service of a fev brave spirits, than if surrounded by a bost of
the false or faint-hearted." Sucli ias the eflhct of bis harangue,
that net one forsoolc hmr, but ail pledged theinselves te, stand
by bim, te the lat. Cortés nov established bis head.quarters
at Tepeaca, a town at ne great distance from, rrasca;a, situated
in a fruitful country, favorable for the suppoit of an army. Frein
thence he undertooki various expeditions against the neigliber-
ing States, who favored the Mexican Gevernment, in ivhich he
wvas invamiably successful, and once more restered the renown
of the Spanish arrny. By the directions of Cortés, eight brig.
antines were built at Tiascala, in such a manner that they
could be taken to- pieces, carried on the shoulders ef the In-
dians across the plain, and launched on the Laie ef Tezcuce.
This conception, bold as it appeared, was actually accomplished,
the fleet constreicted and borne acress mountain and ferest be.
fore it reached. the waters of Tezcuce. Fertunately, at this
period, Cotés' dîminished, band wvas reinferced by several cern-
punies of adventurers. Lt matiemed net with what intention
they urrived on the shomes of Mexico, the authorities of Vera
Cruz seized ships and crew, pressed themn into the service of
their general, and dispatched thern ta bead-quamters ; and such
wvas the genemous behavior, and the affable demneanor ef Certés,
that many who entered his service unwillingly, became his,
wvarrnest partizans. Cortés %vas wvell aware, in bis second
visit te the capital, he had a vemy different monureb te, encoun.
ter than the generous, but weuki and superstitieus Montezuma.
Tbe brother and successor of this Emperer, Cuitalma, died, t
aller a reign cf four months. 1ew~as succeededby bis nephewv,
Guatemozin. Re is described as " valiant, and se terrible,
that his followvems tmembled in his presence." Against sucb a
leader, Cortés pmepared te, measure his strengtb, and te, Iead
his littie band of Spaniards, wvbich amounted, includizlg ail the
reinforcements, te scarcely 600 men, against the united powver
of the Aztec Empire. True, the allies ef Cortés were numei-
eus, ameunting te rnany thousands, and from thern be received
essential aid.

Lt wvas the latter end of Mlay, 1521, Comtés and his allied
forces, afler a long and somewhat perilous march., appeured
before ihe gates ef Mexico. A close siege of neamly three
months followed, during whichi the sufferings of the besiegers


