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are hatched under hens aud reaved wader
artificinl mothers, mechaunical contriviuces
which are sufor and more munngeable
thun the lious for brooking in the early
period of the year, when the weather is
tuclament.  Thoe chickens, hatchiedd in
Muy and June, are brooded by their
mothers in the open qir. At Qive or six
weeks old, at that season, the clickeus
ure sheltered during the night in waeoden
huts mensurtng 6 feat high and 8 feet by
10 feet square, which are set upon a pas-
turc sloping to the sun. Tho sun is all
important. There is nothing like the
sun’s rays in promoting the henlth of ull
kinds of young stock. Light alono is not
suflicient. Pluco some of your poultry
or your pigs on a northern, some on a
southern slope, and the latter will thrive
fister than the former, escapo diseases,
and afford every proot of the special in-
fluenco of the sun.  Last year M.
IHawkine hatched nearly 6000 by June 1,
and tho provious year 40U0. They were
all hatched, without the use of an incu-
bator, in tho old way which the first hen
that ever clucged originully introduced,
aud which hus not yet been superseded.

The Launcaster coops for sitting hens
are novel. Two bonrds 12 iuches wide
and 6 feet loug are set oun edge 14 inches
apart,  The nest is placed at one end ou
thic ground, and is covered over with a
board, the rest of the coop beiug lathed.
The hen is thus coufined to her coop
wher sitting,  Water and corn are pluced
within at the end furtherest from the nest,
and the inducement to roam is in that
manner removed. This is a necessary
part of the management when a large
number of birds are kept. The eggs of
the incubating hens are occasionally
examined, for the purpose of removing
any that may be broken. Mr. Hawkins
is his own “help;” as some young
gentlemen in his position have been ob-
noxious to unfriendly criticism for doing
their own sporting, so, for want of game
in Mussachusetts, Mr. IIawkins looks
after_his own poultry. His stock con-
sisted lutely of about 200 hens sitting or
rearing aml 1200 laying hens, and his
cooped hens had hatched an mverago of
ten chickens each, hatching sometimes
every eugr.  ‘Tne hatching coups fice the
south, aud lie, as already said, on the
ground. They are shedded over inex-
pensively by a lean-to boilding. The
brooding house measures 60 feet by 35,
and has a span roof springing from a low
sil, 1 foot from the grouad. The south-
ern sido of this huilding is glazed like a
greenhouse roof. It is warmed by hot
water pipes, which pass along the middle
ot the tuilding uear the ground, and are
connected with a series of iron tanks, 1
swot wide, 2 inches deep, and 6 feet long
~12. e, the Jength of the chick:n pens.
‘They are jacketed with flannel, and form
the artificin} breeders alveady m:utioned,

beneath which the young chicks uestle,
the space under them being adjusted to
tho size of the young binds by means of
w moveahloe hoard, which forms their
floor, atid which can bo ruised or lowered
at will,  ‘These artiticinl breeders for
reaving youug chickens early in the sen-
son, when the numbee kept is sulliciout
to ufford tho smull extra cost, are prefer-
able to rearing iun the usual way. ‘The
process is completed under cover. within
a smull space and without confusion.

‘The laying stock consists, as stuted
before, of 1200 hens, shich are marketed
in July and the two following mouths nt
18 months old after two winters’ proflt-
able work laying eggs, beside the spriug
busiuess just described. The egg pro-
ducers only nre kept in yards in lots of
fificen or tweuty withont cacks amoug
them. The waut of free raunge, which
has been so often insisted on as a neces-
sity for hens, has not been felt, all the
needs of Nature having been apparently
supplied by art. Two flocks wero
vespectively couflued and allowed to
range, nnd the former produced through-
out autumn and winter 20 per cent. more
egas than the others, Certainly the
ranging hens on many farms do not pro-
duce many egys during winter, and they
might be expected to do far better in the
warmey atmosphere of houses. But M.
ITuwkins has found that the eggs of con-
tined hens prove always less fertile than
those of ranging hens which enjoy the
advantage of exercise. His eggzs for sale
therefore are produced under one system,
and those for hatching under aunother.
His yard coop for laying stock is 8 feet
high in front, 6 feet in the rewr, 12 fret
wide from front to back, partitions 10
feet apart, with a swinging door kept
shut by a weight. They are placed in
long ranges fucing the sonth-east, and
cach door opens into a yard the same
width as the partition (10 feet) and 30
feet long. The yards are protected along
their axposcd frouts by a fence which
need not be describied, inasmuch as every
poultry keeper on the large scale must
contrive accordiug to the circunmstances
of his district, and if profit be his ohject
he must keep down *he expense. Tnere
are uo fences that I know of so cheap as
rongh wooden fences in wood-producing
districts.  Elsewhere iron may be best.

My, Hawking builds cheaply of wood.
His roosts are 2 feet from the ground,
and beneath are th uests protected with
a buard which is cleaued aund kept dusted
with ashes. The luying liens are kept
in the coops, described =lready as “lay-
ing coops,” and in their open yards
throughout the year. Their food costs
43, 7d. a year, and we lenrn from the
Southern Cultivator that they luy nine
dozen cggs o year. Both these totals
scem moderate, and they leave a large
valance to the credit ot the general ac-

count. We should not oxpect to keep
confined hens in this country at a cost of
4s. 7d. ouly per aunum, and we should, I
think, mavage to persundo them to lay
at lenst ten dozen eggs, tukiug time by
the forelack aud commencing in October
as pullets of seven mouths,  We should
expect 100 egys fram each, and then a
pause in spriug, which would be followed,
in the case of Lrghorn and other fumous
egg layers, by an early resumption of
busiuess.  We should expect also to heat
the Atwmerican competitor in the market-
uble valuo of our birds as boailers or roast-
ers in July and September, Ie would
probably ¢ cap” his hens; we should
seud them to London, where some
“parties” sould swear they were “spring
chickens.” But we are wandering far
from Lancaster. Mr, Hawking feeds
twice s duy—at 4 a.m., when light enough,
and 4 p.m, The first meal cousists of
boiled vegetables (potntoes, &c) mixed
with refuse meat from a boue-boiling
establishment, chopped fine, aud made
into a pudding with meal and middlings.
The second meal consists of maize, wheat,
and oats, or other grain; cabbages, tur-
nips, or other raw vegelnbles are always
pliced for the lieus to pick at, which they
seem to require ta amuse them, and clean
water.  Refuse beet pulp from a sugar
manufactory is used und much relished.
Oyster shells are supplied, aud dry ashes
ns & dust bath and for deodorising.

The young chickens ct this well-man-
aged establiskment are fed on cooked,
fooll-—oat and maize meal, wheat and
buckwheat, a little meat, chopped cab-
buge, raw; fresh, clean water. A little at
a time is the maxim in feeding young
chickens, and five or six times duily when
they are very yonug. A little bone meal
is added to their food. They are kept
in-doors early in the season entively, as
stated above, aud straw chaff is scattered
over their floor and frequently removed.
It keeps them dry and serves to amuse
them and teach them to scratch. ‘Chese
arc the leading features in the manage-
ment of poultry which have in this in-
stance been ndvantageously kept on a
large scale.—OLb POULTRY-KEEPER in
London Agricuitural Gazetle.

AT the winter meeting of the Outario
Fruit Growers’ Association, opinions were
elicited from several exparienced growors
on sone important subjects :—

STRAWDERRIES FOR MARKET.

Mr. Gott thought the old Wilson's
Albany stood at the head of the list. The
Crescent Seedling is a new variety and
one of groat promise. The Kentucky is
a very valuable variety. It is nota very
heavy bearer, but commands a good price,
being a late bearer. Br. A. M. Swith
said he dil not grow many for market,
aund could not give much enlighteumert




