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T HIS titie has been chosen for thebook reviews of the JOURNAL

during the present session, because it

gives a pretty wide range ta deal wviîl

any books whatever that inay be of in-

terest ta mie or .- any ofi my probable
readers. 1 propose ta avail niysulf af

the liberty thus afforded as far as niay

serve any good purpose, anîd 1 s'ilal flot
be deterred fromi noticing a work that
may have been long hefore the puiblic,
if there seemns anv reisitn itu suppose

that it has fallen mbt uîîdiesurved nug-
lect or achieved a fictitinus popularuîy.
But for the most part Uic notices wilI li-c
ai books either very aid or very new. 1
arn moved ta include the former hy the

fact that we are fortunate enouigh ta
have in aur Library a.ur alcovi. af curiaus

aid books belanging iostly ta the unique
Sebright collectioni, whichi are neyer
likcly ta, be much read, but which pre-

sent no end of interesting features ta,
those who, care for the history of litera-
ture. Same ai these have already been
referred ta in the pages of the JOURNAJ'tl

But the mine is a lang 'yfrorn being
exhaustez,ý. As ýhese aid cuiiosities have
already kept so long, however, they will
always keep a littie longer if the space

be needed to speak ai new warks that
miay fairly dlaim- early attention.

Anything pertaining ta Slhakespeare if
of interest ta the whole world of litera
ture. I miake no apolagy therefore for

introducing the reader ta a couple ai
,rld volumes in the alcove above mien-
tioned. that shed a ray or two ai liglit
on1 the proilucts of his Inarvellous gen-
'us.

'l'le fir>t of these is the Hcaitomaithi
of <iraldo Cinthia, an ltalian writer of
the stveiikntcn century. As Uie ninie
stuggeqt-. the work is a collection (if a
hulndred short storieS. Strunga loo>cly tri-

geher, so:newhiat after the fashion oi

the Arabian Nighits. They are very
varîed ln, character and quality as sto-

ries. being good, bad, and indifférent,
but are aIl 'vritteni in a rich, easy, flow-
ig Italian, Nyhich shows a vivid imiagi-

nation and a facile peu. It is one ai

these storics which is now usually sup-

pascd ta have furriied the plat for the
play afilMeczsire for Afeasure. There is
no reasoin ta believe, indeed, that Shakces-
peare hiad any knowledge af the halian
lanlguzage, but the rich storehouse af Ital-
ian fiction had already beenl drawn upon
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