
.138 T' il le 1>lSli 111F, i. lN Co ,L jE-S 1 .IUilam' 1'.

TIlat ini sevcr-al v'cry imlportanit senlses thicre lias bccn reli-
gions developmient (romn thé begininiig itîînil 11No ks, of couirse,

ad<liitted 0on ail liaiids. Indglýcd 1w alinost anly of thec tests we
can imnagine. the religions c onditionî of thie world is l)etter l110W
tliaîî it lias l)cen at aury previotîs timie iii its Iliîstory. Puire
ilioniotlieisili counits a larger iiumbiler o)f adhlereutis thian ever
before, and< it ex-.ercises a more p)otCnt influence inu linnian
affairs. \Vitlîini our own dav wc have seen wliole nations
raised (romi the gyrossest idolatries aild1 superstitions to a Ili-Il
degree of Chîristian ci\,iliza-ýtioil, and autlîentic lîistorY casi îy
carries us back to a tinie M~ien practicalîr the wh'lolc of present
Cliristeudoin %vas limier the influence of a degrading polytlîe-
ismi. 'livo-tliir<ls of the \vorlhFs popunlation to-day' aIlliere to,
vairions lîca-ýtilin religions. and our aii is to raise tîmein to a
lîlgiier andl purer faitli 1w our iiuissionary exidcavors. \"Jc arc

conifident tliese wvill vet siiccee(l, and1 wilîn tuier do wvc shiah
feel that immense advalîcc lias beeîî made. The proc<ess inust
gyo on unltil the wliole wrorld is raise<l to a lilglier religions

plane. Our ardent hlope is that tiie progyress whichi lias imarl<ed
thec past shiotld be projected inito thic future, andh lrocee(h ev'ei

more rapidlv tlian it lias yet dlonc.
But even wtitini flhc linîiits of ilonotlieisîii itsehf tliere lias

been clevclopicuet ini religions ideas. Thli New Testamient is
anl advance oul the 01<1 :tic Mosaic dispensatioii is ai adIvaicec
on thîc patriarclial ,the p)ost-dîhnivia-.ii on thec ailte-dihiv~iaii.

Mie Bible revelatioii is e!vcrvwlice 5n1)posed to be a progres-

siveC mie, iii wilîîclî nlew coiicej)tloiis on religiouis inatters arc
comstaîîtlr beimg prescnlted I)v accre<lite<l teacliers, anîd old

coniceptiomns made mîore definite as tile proceeded anîd occasion

offered. l'lie truc religion lias ga1iied iii extenision, l)eiig
miore widcly eiirace1 iow tlîaîî ever before, but it lias also
gaziiiîed iii imîtensiomi anîd clcarnless as the resit of tilat iarvel-
lotis providenice 1ywhliclî Godl lias bccen leading the cliuircli to,

a inîller -,pprcIielýSioii of 1-1is chiaracter aind will.
lbut wrle ail tlîis is truc. thic Bible erervwlierc assumies tliat

iroîîî the v-erv outset mîail Ilad soliielîow coic to acquire a

~'Conception of tlhe 'existenice of thie one unei God, and tduit iii


