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PLEASANT HOURS.

TEE TURTLR.

THE TURTLE. ¢

Lhe turile s great body is 8o soft, that |
it would ve sadiy off without the thick,
neavy shell that covers it all over. It
ean draw jtg head and feet under the
<hell, and be quite safe. So it would
scem. But hear what I have to say.

It has many enemies. When it was a
very little tartle, and bad just come out
of the egg, it ran down to the sea, for it
iives in the sea, though it was not born
there.  Its mother 1aid her eggs in the
sand, scooping out a place for them; and
they were hatched by the warmth of the
sun,

It was a weak little creature in those
days, and the rough waves drove it back,
and gave it a rude buffet; while the fiercs
scabirds hovered overhead, ready to
pounce upon it, and the wild heasts
sought to dovour it.

But its greatest eremy was man. As
it grew larger, it became fit for food. Its
flesh was tender and dellcate; and per-
sons in the seaport cities, who were rich
and deairty, looked on turtle-eoup as n
luxury. So ships were sent out to bring
f10me as many turtles as could be caught.

How do men catch the turtle? They
watch for the mother-turtle to come on
sihore and lay her eggs. She does this
in the night, and as secretly as she can.
The men hide themselves, and listen till
they hear the turtle coming. Then they
keep qulet; for, it the turtle heard the
least rioise, she would hurry back to the
sea.

She stands still and listens; and i{f no
sound {8 heard, she begins to scoop a .
hole in the sand with her fore-flippers.
While she is busy, the men rush upon
her, and turn her on her -back. Then
she cannot help herself, or get up; and
her capturers leave her, and go to turn
over as many more turtles as they can.

There Is another way of catching the
turtle.  Men go out in a boat, as you
see in the picture; and, when a turtle is
seen to rise for air, a man who can swim
well jumps into the sea, and fastens a
rcpe round the neck or the foot of the
turtle.  Then the man swims bhack to
the bhoat as fast as he can, and the crew
pull all togeither, and soon get the turtle
on board.

The boat tn the picture is called a proa.
The head and the stern are both alike. |
The proas ure used by the people of tne |
fadrone Islands, and are so swift that *
they can go twenty miles an hour,
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FIRST QUARTER.
STULIES 1N 3HE GUSPEL 81 JuliN.

LESSON IX. FEBRUARY 26.
CHRIST AT THE FEAST.
Johu 7. 14, 28-37. Memory verses, 28-31.

GOLDEN TEXT.
It any man thirst, let him come unto
me and drink.~Johr 7. 87.
OUTLINE.

1 Our Lord, and him that sent him, .
v. 14, 28, 29, |
2. Questions and Criticisms, v, 30-86. |
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3. The Great In-
vitation, v. 387.

Time.—~Uncertain,

Place.~The tem-
ple courts in Jeru-
salem.

Rulers. - Herod in
Gallleo; Pllate in
Judea,

Connecting Links.
—The ‘' carryjug of
water” oa *“the
last, the great day
of the fcast"” was
one of the grandest
ceremonies of the
ent.ge Joewish rit-
ua! A procession
£ rrirats anld Dl:
grims marched with
regoonsive  chant-
ing fromm the Pnol
f Siloam to the
great altar of burnt
offering In the
court of the tem
ple. After the
water had been
poured out as the
holy symbol there
was a silence, and
in tho midst of
that sllenco Jesus
called out the
words of the thirty-
seventh and thirty-
eighth verses.

LESSON HELPS.

14. “* About the

nidst of the

feast - -The Feast of Tabernacles. This

may have been our Lord's first appear-

ance in the temple as a public teacher.

Every student should carefully read
verses 16-27.

28. " Cried "—Called aloud with in-
dignation. * Ye know whence I am "—
Christ never made a sccret of his earthly
origin.  “I am not come of myself"”—
Beeause commissloned of God. “ True®
—~—Genulne. ‘ Whom ye know not *—DBe-
cause of hardness of heart.

29. “He hath gent me "—Jesus was the
direct immediate representative of the
Godhead.

20. “ No man laid hands on him "—Al-
though they persistently sought his ar-
rest and destruction. “Hiz hour was
not yet come "—The hour fixed by the
providence of God.

31, “When Christ cometh **—* Christ
i3 here a title; the anointed One. The
question s a necgative argument that
Jesus is the Christ. “Do more
miracles *—That is, can he present more
convineing signs of hig divinity ?

32. “The Pharisees and the chief
priests "—This phrase hore means the
Sauhedrin, which was at once the con-
gress and the general conference of the
Jews., This is the first ofticial effort to
arrest Jesus, aad the endeavour never
ceaged until the day of the crucifixion.
(1) How far toward hell will envy and
matice lead men !

33. “ A little while”—These words were
uttered a few months before the crucl-
fixion. How long a time will Christ,
with his offers of salvation, be with us ?
2) Let us make good use of time while
it is ours.

35. * The dispersed among the Gentiles”
—At this time there were more Jews in
forefgn countries than there were in
Palestine. There were three great col-

‘onles of themm (in Babylon, Egypt, and

Syria), and they were represented in al
most every country a'l over the world,
* Teackh the Gentiles "—Precisely what
his apostles afterward did.

37. * That great day "—Nearly all Jeru-
salem poured Iinto the temple arcades.
“Stood and cried "—See Connecting
Links. “If any wan thirst"—It wag
burning autumn weather, and the early
rains had not yet set in. “Let him
come unto me"—Human lins could not
utter a more direct assumption of perfect
divinity than was expressed in thess

| words, spoken amid such surroundings.

HOME READINGS.

M. Divided opinion.—~John 7. 1-13.

Tu. Christ at the feast.—John 7. 14-27.
W. Christ at the feast.—John 7. 28-37.
Th. Enemies defeated.—John 7. 40-52.

F. Boldness in teaching.—John §. 12-20.
S. Convincing words.- John 8. 21-30.
Su. Free invitation.—Rev. 22, 13-17.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. Qur Lord, and Him that Sent Him,
v. 14, 28, 29.

To what feast doe our lesson allude ?

At what time of tne year was this feast
held ?

What did Jesus do ?

In the midst of his teaching what did
he cry out ?

Why did not the Jews know him that
sent Jesus ?

Who was he ?

2, Questions and  Criticlams,
v. 30-38

What dld. the angered people

017

Why did they not succeed ?

\What question did many of
the people ask about Jesus 7

Who heard of these questions ?

Whnat measurec did thoy take
to arrest him ?

What did Jesus say about his
going away ?

What about seeking and not
finding ?

What three questions did tho
Jows asgk ?

What did they think be in-
tended to do ? See Juhn 8. 22,
3. The Great Invitation, v. 37.

What gracivus Invitativn did
Jesus glve to the thiraty ?
Golden Text

Oa what day was this spukon

Does 1t apply to us as weli as
to ancient Jews ?

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

Where In this lessan are we
taught—

1. That Jesus knew he came
from God ?

2, That Jesus kiaew he must
goon die ?

3. That Jeesus can supply all
our need ?

Watch the people passing a fountain in
a park., There is water enough for all
to drink, but only the thirsty ones stop.
They know the water will quench their
thirst; they want it; they take it.

If, when very thirsty, two persons
offered you a drinlt, one & stranger, who
might have polson in his cup, and the
other your loving brother, whom would
you trust? From which would you
take? Do you not know Jesus well
enough to trust him, and to take what
he will give? Do you want the water
of life? We will put “trust” in our
lesson chain, and below will spell from

[rRUST HIM

%

the letters the reasons for trusting Jesus.
He i8:

T rue,

R eady to save,

U nchanging,

S trong,

T ender.

Do not think that anyone else can help
you, can save you, can forgive you,
cleange you, comfort and Xeep Yyou.
Jesus Is the only one who can do all

this for all who long for help and need

it. He says, “If any maa thirst, let
him come unto me.” .

AN OBSERVANT CHILD.

It i3 said that once when Bismarck
was leaving home in 1866, his youngest
son asked him how long he was to be
away. He replied that he did not know.
At that moment & servant came in to
inquire how many bottles of coguac wers
to be packed up In the Prince's luggage.

* Twenty-four,” was the answer.

“ Ah, papa,” cried out the terrible in-
fant, “ now I know how long you are to
be trom home—twenty-four days.”

GET INTERESTED.

Why be so wrapped up in yourself like
a mud-turtle ? If you do a kindness it
will return to you and maybe more.
How many poor suffere,s there are who
need your aid. You can smile on them
and it will be appreciated. t you are
strong, help the weak: God will reward
you, for itis written, * Blessed is he that
considerethi the poor.” Prayers do not
avall if we do nothing for others. Oh,
how meagre are the gifts of some people
for God's dear helpless ones; our broth-
ren, too, it we are his!?

A lawyer, noted for his-laconie style ot
expression, sent the following terse and

witty note to-a refractory cllent who pafd

no attention to reiterated demands for
the paymenat of his bitd: “Sir—If youn
pay the inclosed bil! you will odlige me,

‘1t you don't I shaill oblige you."

LADY DOLERXUL.

LADY DOLEFUL,

We wonder what bhas happened to the
dog to make her look so doleful. She
looks as if she had lost all her friends,
doesn't she? Perhaps she is sick, or
maybe she Is only sulky, and If that is
the case she must be & very naughty
dog, and a very foollsh one to make her
tace look so sombre.

A Conundrum—Two S8panlards went
up in a balloon, The balloon burst.
what natfonality were they when they
came down ?" asked the conundrum man.

* Give it up.”

“One came down a Russian, and the
other got tangled up in the tejégraph
wires and came down a Pale,” was the
Tesponse.

Visttor (at the gaol)—* Poor, poor mau'!
May I offer you this bunch of flowers ?"
.Msn Behind the Bars—* You've made a
mistake, miss. 'The fellow that killed
his wife and children is in the next cell.
I'm here fur stealin’ 3 cow.”
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International S.S.
Iesson
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1llustrative Notes
A Quide to the Study of the Sungay-school Leisons,
with Original and selocted Comments, Methods of
Teaching, lllustrative Stories, eto, cto. By Jrssw
knus HURLSUT and RoBER?Y RuMingroX - DOBIRTY.

26,

&

Pelonbet’s Select Motes
Icductive, Suggestire, Kxghm(ory. Ilfastrative,
Doctring]l and Practical. Witd fllustrations, maps,
plcturcs, etc., elc. 81.35.

Monday Club Sermons _
A Series of Sermons on the Sunday-school Xeso
for 1899, by cminent preachers. 81,25,

Berean Lesson Books )
No. }, Beginners; No. 2, The {ntermediate; No. 8,
The Senfor, 200. ouch. -

Golden Text Booklets

Sunda‘v-tc)xool Letvons and Dsily Bible Readin
with Golden Texts. and -Bible Flt’ok‘. l’oatpalfl'.
each 3c¢., por doz., 350 -

Berean Leat Cluster
Large Dictures, 24 x 34 In, In size,
oolors, Golden Texts printed in o letters. For
quarter. 75¢.: por year, $3.00. Kindly
bave the order read for-the whole year it possibio.

Picture Lesson Roli
Large (:":lor:‘:od1 Pictures, Hlustrating the International
Sa

pd!nl.od!n olght

ndayzch ns. _Slmilar is Leal Cluster, bas
with only four oolors.  Por quarter, 750.; por
year, 83.00.

-~ YO:PRIMARY CRASS TERCHERS,

Bercan Leaf Cluster
The Publishers have declded to supply it, for the. .
coming yearat 78 por guartor: $3.00 por
cnrs inxtoad of m.o«;&mr quuartor and
zl.oo pulyear, Noschool'should now de with.
out this excellent help, We commend the Les?
- Cluster to alf Teachers of Pamary Clases, and
Em:ld advisq edrly orders, 30 as to itsure promps.
very. .

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Mothodlst Book and Pablishing-Hexse, Toronta.

€. W, COATES, Kealraal, &, 7. Haatls, Baliley,



