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islander—jovial, social, with some reading, and
considerable knowledge of the world; and the
son, acopy of his scnior, though scarcely a
correct one. But Miss Elinor proved more
companionable than cither of them. Hiscom-
munication with her sex had been limited, and
confined principally to those of hisown retired
neighbourhood, and consequently her superior
education and acquaintance with society, were
not without effect. She perceived her advan-
tage, and followed it up with practised general-
ship. She seemed to discover intuitively the
subjects in which he most dclighted, and if
they swere not already within the range of her
acquirements, she possessed the greatest so-
Ticitade for information upon themn. She sub-
mitted to his taste and judgment with the mos:
engaging deference.  She contrived occasions
for daily intercourse, in which suspicion, her-
self could not have detected design, and, in
short, she performed her part so well, thatour
village gossips, judging from outward indica-
tions, were unanimously convinced that the
fates had grown tired of the old thread, and
commenced a new onc in our bachelor’sfavor.
~ *Have you heard thenews?” wasechoed at

church, at market, and at tea-table; * Doctor
Witherton is caught at last.”

But was he really caught? It was a ques-
tion- that would have puzzled the doctor him-
self. He wascertainly not in love, yet he was
not far from the point at which he might have
offered his hand.  He knew that Miss Wharn-
cliffe’s equal in manners and intelligence be
might not soon again mect with. Her person,
though it was not one he would have sclected
out of many, was still «ufficiently agrecable not
10 be an objection ; her temper, for aught he
had seen 1o the contrary, was not to be fonnd
fault with ; but beyond this,-all was uncertain-
ty. Where were the strong affection, the high
moral qualitics, which he had always held as
requisite to compleie the character of the wo-
man he should seicet for his wife? As yet, he
had had no proof that she possessed them.
Besides, even if he had felt fully satisfied on
these prticulars, he was 100 modest to belicve
that she was to be won merely at the asking.
Of the history and the fortunes of the family
ne knew nothing.  Hewasconfident thatthey
had been accustomed to the higher walks of
EBnglish socicty, and had receved hinis of a fa-
mily cstate leased out for a term of yearg bhut
of their object in emigrating hither, he was al-
together ignorant, as he was of the extent of
their finances.  And with this undecided, he

==
sume that a woman of the world, likc}'q'
Wharncliffe, would quietly urite herself wy
man of moderate fortune— for his income
cependent of his practice, would have bee:
sufficient for the support of a family—and
who might rever be able to advance hug
from a retired country locatian, where [H
was little or no society to appreciate her. 5

Whilst Doctor Whitherton was deliber
these things one afternoos in his study,ag
was handed to him, written in a female b4
more beautiful than any with which heg
acquainted in the village. It was merelyy
quest for his services. b

“ Dr. Witherton will please call, as suy

possible,.at Mrs. Harrington’s, on the §
street, three doors from the last, cast sy,

+ Mrs. Harrington—Mrs. Harrington-}
ver heard of such a person in the neiglih
hood; do you know any one of that @
Mrs. Eyeset.” ¥

“Mrs. Harrington, sir? that must bﬁ
new school mistress,” returned the ha
keeper who had brought in the note; “&
very bad ? poor woman! I thought, fromy
I heard, that she would be obliged to sexq
you at last ;” but without waiting to hear3
the doctor set off in quest of his patieni. ~

He found the place indicated, a littha
story, wooden building, unenclosed, ang
painted—one of the humblest in the v3
and rapped at the doox. It was openeép
pale, but pretty little girl, who replied in:p
firmative to’his question, ¥ Docs Mrs. Hup
ton live here 77 and quickly disappearcé 2
doorof an inner apartment.  Theoncins
she stood was evidently the kitchen, fredl
dresser containing table furniture, awd
cooking utensils disposed in thelarge ch.ch
vet the littde pile of primmers and e |
books Iving on twoor three long, lowbc)
indicated that it was also used for a sl
Toom. :

“ Doctor Witherton 77 said a vaier
tingly, from the door which the girl haé
¢d, and he saw before him a girl of v
or cighteen, so lovely that he almost ﬁg
his surprize and admiration, to bow i
She held in her armis a tiny infans, app<t
little more than a weck old, and déireer]
to the bed where the patient lay, she ¢
to pace the floor, trying to hush the
her littde charge, with a look of such
tenderness, as mightweli have adorned®
of amother. The invalid was a miély

sometimes fcit that it would be absurd to pre-

woman, of cxceodingly interesting
nance, and 2 few words from her, tegets




