iyt

420

'HISTORY OF THE WAR OF I812.

United States, at present on Moose island,
are to surrender themselves prisoners of war,
and are to deliver up the forts, buildings,
arms, ammunition, stores, and effects, with
exact uventories thercof, belonging to the
“American government; and they are thereby
trausferred to his Britannic majesty, in the
same manper and possession, as has been
held heretofore by the American government,

Art. II. The garrison of the island shall
be prisoners of war, until regularly ex-
changed; they will march out of the fort
with the honors of war, and pile their arms
at such place as will be appointed for that
purpose; the officers will be permitted to
proceed to the United States on their parole.

The next event of importance, in order of
date, was the descent
Washington, an
affair, which, although
strictly a retaliation for excessive and mani-
[old atrocities, was made the pretext for the
utterance of the vilest slander by the Feder-
alists, against not only the British army, but
the entire nation. Wetrust, however, to bring
forward such evidence, as to the conduct of|
the British in this affair, as will satisfy the
impartial reader, both as to the falsehoods
put forth by part of the American press, and
the ausurdities attered in the British House
of Commons, and which carried, until dis-
proved, considerable weight with a large
portion of the people.

Captureof Washington,
and destruction of Public on
Buildings.

Nor was this all; American writers have
not scrupled to declare that peace was in-
definitely postponed “in order that the
British Government might by its military
and naval instruments, deliberately commit
so atrocious a violation of civilized warfare.”

Says Ingersol, “ The unknown caitiff who
attempted to assassinate General Ross is
much less detestable and unpardonable than
{ the member of the Government, Ministry,
Monarch, Regent, or whoever the miscreant
may be, guilty of the infinitely greater out-
rage of postponing peace for several months,
after the causes of war had ceased, in order
to devastate the public edifices of anenemy’s
capital”

Without adducing one iota of proof, In-
gersol makes this bold assertion, and, wy-
supported by evidence, he hases the whole of
his reasoning on a fact so injurious to the
character of the British nation. Fortunately,
howerver, we have evidence, that the Ameri-
cans had been warned of this descent Leing
intended so far back as the 26th of June,
and we know from Armstrong that even at
that date prepavations for the defence of the
capital of the nation were commenced.
That these preparations were not more com-
plete and formidable, appears incompre-
hensible.

Jomini in his ¢ summary of the art of war'”
when dwelling on this sulject says *“The
English performed an enterprise which may
be ranged amongst the most extraordinary:
—that against the capital of the United States
of America. o the great astonishment of
the world, a handful of seven or eight thou-
sand English were seen to descend in the
midst of a state of ten millions of souls, pene-
trate a considerabledistance, besiege the cap’-
tal, and destroy the public cstablishments
there; results which history may be searched
in vain for another example of.”

It will be well to remark that Jomini in
his comments dwells not on the infraction of.
the recognized principles of civilized war-
fare, but upon the incomprehensible state in
which the Americans must have heen w©
permit & handful of men to commit such de-
vastation in the presence of so vastly superior
a force.

Before entering on the expedition, it will
be as well to get rid of one charge that
was made by many American journals
against the commanding officers of the flect
then lying on the Chesapeake, but no proof
of which has ever been attempted.

During the whole period that the English
fleet were on the waters of the Chesapeake,
the officers, who were sent on shore to pro-
cure provisions and water, were constantly
heset by crowds of fugitive slaves, who im-
plored to be rescued from a state of bondage.
These appeals, were too piteous, always to be
disregarded, dnd the consequence was that
hundreds of them were taken on hoard the

British vessels, from whence they were



