
TORONTO.

Y an early spring on the inhabitants eof the
' Towa and revealod to their wvondcring gaze, the
unwelcomo sighlt eof a hostile fooct ranged in
battle order at the entran.ce of tie Ba:y. Wr
hiaving been declared by Amierica against Eing-
Landl siicli a easuality wvas net altoether
unreNpccted by the auith'nrities. But sangxuine
ever, ail liearts vi-erc filled with hope that their
quiet nooli N)ould escape the, disturbance con-
sequent uipon aggression, and the ordinary
pursuits eof life were until that inorning unintor-
ruptedly maintained. On the, previous day
a brilliant entertainmieît had been given at
Uic Garrison, andl arrangements were made to
continue tho festivities at the hiole of one the
principal of Matrons that nighit. Vie hour of'

assoblin waniuc ~alierthanhatow s ac
tioned by the arbitrary ries ot' fashion. Thie

* ladies had ail arrivcd and the gentlemen w'crc
moniently cxpectedi, ann the latter thlere
wvore of course inciuded several gallant sonis
o f Mars3. Heuar atter hour passcdl aivay :and Uhe
favored guests Calîn- net. At lencffl one, more

hoghtfuliy considerate than the others, rode
in haste to the dloor nud, loft a polite message
excusinglhîs.absence. ihisi was slortly follow-
cd by a missive froin the Lady's Ilremaining

p-tion," stating that the alarmi of' attack would
possibiy prevent his retura that TihTîe
panie created by tais intelligence may readily
bo concived-each f'air and trenmbling belle
hastened back to the protection ofth ie parental
roof. The ainiable Hestess taking wliat pro-
cautions site could devise for the secnirity eof
lier lieuse, patiently but anxieusly avaited the
return et' lier hiusband, W'ho, ata late heur, caine
for a brief space to provide hiniseif i'ith the
nccessary munitions et' war and counsoiled lier
te scek refuge frein the danger sho would en-
couater in his lieuse, whici Wvas ini a position
mueli exposed to the enemy's fire. hlastiiy
collectin1g these valuables which ceuld bo easily
removed, shoe thon rcpaired to the house et' the

Hlonble. J. MoGilI, at prert inliahited by Mr.
McCutcheon, w'hich was censidered to bco
place et' sceurity, and had aiready hcomc the

hospitiuml Of otîxers similarly cireumstanced.
-News et' the pregrcss of' the battle, was cenveyed
te them from time te time-at length ai, appeai
waýs made for tlîem, to take a more active part ini

4 tho businessoet lic daly. Tie mon wlîo had been
engageDd 'rom 'an early heur were greatly cx-
iausted frem want et' feod. Every f'air liand

was instxrntly at work te prepare a rcpast for
tie f.aînishiing-soldii'r. W"hile thls honourably

terrer an(l dismiy-tlî mag:zine lias explededi1
They feci tlmt thiefaite of the bravo is seal-
ed--.he issue of the ceutcst dccided. And
now apprchcansion as to what would bc the
conduet eof the victors absorbs for a tiinie cverýy
ether feeling. Thiis beingfound tolhe a grounid-
lcss source of an.xicty, and the enemy sbertly
afterwards abandoni their vantage grourid,

miitters scen rcsumned their wentcd agpect.
Since the peace of 1814, Toronto h.s.teaidily

oncrcased in wealth and population. A just
idea of this proess may be formoed by the
follewing fixts.

At thîe perîed just alluded ta there wcre
about 900 souls living in 'Little, York, to
NI wich somne wvriters are wondrous1y fond of'
prefixing Ilmuddy." In twventy years the
population hiad rcaclied 4,000. Ton years
more swelled tîxis numibor te 15,336. 'flic
consus of thoe prescat. year gives 3b,763!

Thoe first house on Ring Street was cectcd
on a lot given te an enterprising sottier, on
tie condition that; ho woul build a Ixouse upon
it. Net many days age, a lot of Land, about
one-fourth of an acre in extent, aud situated
beyond the teli-gate on Yonge Streot, tivo

% miles and a hall' from. the city, was sold at
auction for £900! Tho aiinuil renita-iofo house
in the business part of King Street is £2300

W'here B3ay Street vîoi is, svas part of an
ereliaril or snîall Il caring." Wh len the pro-
position to purchase this, Zy thcfoot, wvas flrst
mîade, thîe idea, was scoutcd as mest ridieulous
-uches have sinco, become thxe subjeet eor
litigatien! 'fli assessed valuieoetlte proporty
within thje liberties of the Corporation, is esti-
matod at M';116,400!

Mie cnrliest settlors wore content to receive
tlieir flour freni the Commissariat stores, as
tho onily source of' supply. To-day the value
eftth Uicutiable and free goods imported is
-0694,5971 Tho oxports to the United States,
and the varlous ports eof our inland seas and
vivers, amount; te £409,206.

Such, reader, is thec history which figures
tcll,-who, thon, shall gainsay the reasonable-
noss eof our prideo %

Tt is certainly a source eof regret that with
a1l this magie advancement in the substantiai-
il ics eof condition and importance, se very little,


