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- :ft;_éongs We Sing.

ANNA D, BRADLLY,

Being mn a fault-finding mood to-day,
1 fell to cnicising the songs we sing,
and wondcring if they arealways  cor-
rect expression of the soul’s deswre.

Song 1n worship 1s, or should be,
cithar pranse or prayer.  We have no
nght to say to God in music what we
cannot reverently say to Him on bended
knee

1 remember once sceing a Sunday-
school, I believe 1t was on some gala
day——perhaps 2 picnic=-all gathercd
together, and, 1. their holiday dress,
with their fresh young voices in sym-
pathy with every glad sound of nature,
all bubbling aver with life and sunny
youth, they sang i full, strong, jJoyous
tones,

“ my weary, P'm fainting,
My day’s work 15 done ;

P'm watching, 1'in waiiing
For life’s sctting sun.”

How they did sing! ‘I'he aig was
filled with the music, and rock and
till and tree caught up the song, and,
in answening echo, fung 1t back again
at those young singers, and alt of
nature scemed to shout in mesry tones,

** Pm weary, I'm fainting."

But yet, despite this strong assurance,
and their united petition 1o beallowed—
because of the shadows which were
“stretching afar o'er the way"=to

_ ‘“anchor beyond the dark sea,” I

could but fancy that these young folks
scemed well content to continue in the
present life.  Existing circumstances
did not seem to be very teying to those
glad youths and maidens. And while
it might have beén true that * The
heart was panting and sighing,” still 1
could not force mysell to believe that

~-f-wag death!for whith they were long-

ing.

And we clder ones sometimes sing
this beautifel hymn—f{it only for the
folly ripened saint—with as liitle mean.
ing as did the merey boys and girly,

We, in the rich prime of life; we,
whose wotk is scarcely well begun ; we,
to be weary of doing our Master's
service ! We, to be waiting with folded
hands for the promiscd rest of the
faithful 1

Again, is it teally true that all who
sing that song are anxiously watching
for ¢ life's setting sun"' ? Are wereally
yearning to be speedily anchored * Be-
yond the dark sea”?

“ Lotd, 1 care not for riches,
Neither silver nor gold.

I would make sure of hcaven ;
I would enter the fold,”

shows a very beautsful spirg, f 7# fs
ours, But we 30 strive for riches!?
We so hoard our silver and gold1 To
outsiders we appear to be so absorbed
in accumulating the tempioral comforts,
and so slightly coacesred in “miaking
sure of heaven,” that it 1s very possible
they may doubt the sincerity of our
wotds.

“ Holy Bible! Bcok dwvinet
Precious treasure, thou art mine 1™

QOoe would think, to hear us sing
this glad ttiumph song, that of all the
possessions which the world can offer,
there is nothing so priceless as the
¥ Baok divine.”

Buts thisso? s it really true that
nothing we have issobighly prired and
s0 constantly handled asis the sacred
Word of Gwli

* Jesus, I my cross have taken,

"All 10 leave and follow thee 1”

Ah, 1if this were only true! Yet too
aften 1 lay dawn my cross; turn my
back upon my Saviour, and follow the
woeld instead of Jesus,

“ Nearer my God to Thee,
Nearerto Thee;

Flen tho' it be a cross
‘That raiseth me,”

has been sung by countless lips. But

when the cross 35 really pressed upon
us, our bursting heans grow numb with
anguish,  With  shirking, trembling
hands we strive to press it from us, and
with whitened lips we cty= ' Not this,
0O God, not this.”

Yet there are moments in our life
when, by God's grace, we can sing this
song, ayc—and sing it from the hean,
Pallid lips have whispeted it above the
coffin lid where rested cvery garthly
hope the loving heart had chenshed.
And yot they have forced themsclves
to lift their cross and pray God's bless-
ing on it. In this ong act of trustful
submission they have, indeced, been
drawn immcasutably ncarer to the
divine heart of th. Father.

* Saviour, more than life to me,

E am clinging close to ‘Thee !

The words secm to be wrung from a
bursting hcart which has found how
hopeless a task itis to cling to aught
else beside.  Yet alas| Not onc who
reads my sclfish, narcow life would ever
dream that I was really clinging very
close to the crucified Son of (od.

Dear Father, help me. 10 remember
that evety word I sing during the hour
of worshipisaddressed to Thee, Help
me to be so enveloped by Thy sacred
presince that no word of idle form will
ever be’found upon mylips. Be Thou
indeed and in teuth

* My everlasting portion,

More than friend or life 10 me.
All along my pilgrim Joumcy.
Saviour, let me walk with Thee”
And if length of days should ever make
me tired of my earthly existence, and I
really be **weary and fainting” from
my day’s work fully done, then indeed,
dear Lord, may T find grace to sing,
“The cold surging billows that dash
at my feet

Have lost all their terror ; their music
is sweet.

My Savior is stilling the tempest for me,

Now, oh, let me.anchor beyond the
“darZsear

moung peoples ‘Wl&k.
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The Bearlng of C. E, on our
Plea for Christian Unlon.

\What is our plea for union? For
nearly a century we have been plead-
ing for the uuion of God's peaple upan
the divine basis. \We have set forth
the unity that characterized the Apo-
stolic church, and now demand the
same unity upos, 'he same foundation,
We denounce all human ¢reeds and
party names as divisive, and these divi.
sions of Christ's church as sinful, ' we
therefore urge the woid of God against
human creed, faith in Christ against
faith in systems of theology ; abedience
to Christ rather than obedience to
church authority ; the church of Christ
in place of sects; Christian character
in place of orthodoxy in. doctrine as
the bond of union, and hssociations
for co-operation in good works instead
of associations to scitle (ucstions of
faith and discipline.”

We also repudiate, says Hopkins, the
union sentiment abroad in the land as
detrimental to Christian unity as is the
sectarian spirit a sickly, flimsy, union
sentiment which takes no cognizance
of sound doctring, right conceptions,
fundamental principles, involved dutics,
or any other intelligent position, condi-
tion or basis, Christian unity—Ilike
the bridge pier—=must be lowered
thtough the sand, shoal and.rubbish
until it rests upon the bed.rock of
truth and righteousness.

Christian union must be one born of
Omniscience. It must of necessity be
a scriplural union, No other is either
practicable or dcsirable. “Truth—
clear truth—boen in Heaven must keep

pace with and underlie every ttep,
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cvery effort; at forming a union that
ought to be called Christian,”

Now keeping before us our plea for
umon work, what is the bearing of C.
[, towards it 7

It C. I3 is detrimental to, or antago-
nistical, br in any way hinders the de-
velopment of the spirit of unity, we as
a people cannot consisteéntly give it our
support or ¢ncouragement. If C. E.
strengthens denorainational walls, gives
nourishiment to the spirit of sectarian.
ism; orif it tends to create and de-
velop in the hearts and minds of En.
deavorers a love for division, {or human
crecds, party names, and for the spirit
of sectism and to sinlufy the desire for
Christian union, then we must sound
aloud the alarm, denounne it as a sin,
an invention of Satan to strengthen de.
nominationalism and to further post-
pone the day when Christ’s prayee for
oneness will be answered ; but, ont he
other hand, if C. E. is not inimical to,
nor subversive of Christian uzﬁon, but
its friend and supporter, then we must,
il we would be consistent, extend 10 it
the right hand of fcllowship.

I belicve that C. K. is not opposed
to our vlea for union ; but thatitisin
harmony with, and that it has been
raised up by God for the purpose of
hastening the day when we shall all be
one; by preparing the church for
unton, for the tollowing rcasons :

1. C. E. fosters and cultivates the
spirit of interdenominational fellow.
ship. We never can exert any ap-
preciable influence for Christian union
if we stand at a distance and hurl cur
thunder-bolis against the walls of ‘de.
nominationalism and issue our invec
tives against those behind the ram.
patts. Before the religious world is
ready 1o Yisten with any degree of in.
terést to our plea for union, we must
come into closer relationship. There
must be a_cultivation ‘Q.l‘“‘tem_n_l
spirit.

There was a sceming necessity for

l}gc denominational movement grow.
ing out of the confusion attendlag the
coming out from the great’apostasy.
‘There is now no excuse for iy ; but the
first step towards Christian union is in-
terdenominational  fellowship.  We
must know cach other better.

The cluser denominations come to-
gether, exhibiting the one towards the
other the Christ spitit, the nearer we
are to union. Ong great barrier in the
way of the onward march of the union
movement is our own sectananism,
While we have been so eloquently de.
aouncing this evil of sectarianism, wa
have in some places become narrower,
mote bigoted, and more extremely
sectarian th.n those whom we have op-
posed. Nevet was there a sect more
hide-bound than some sections of our
own peopie. In many instances we
have warped, and twisted, and dwarfed
the fundainental principles underlying
our restoration movement Into as cast.
iron a creed as was ever framed by ec-
clesiastical count or ecumenical coun-
cil. What we need is to come into
closer contact with our brethren in
these denominations to discover that
many of them have travelled further
along the road of Christian perfection
than we, and that they are not whotly
bad. C. E. is a potent factor in purg.
ing ux of our sectananism and in giving
us a broader view of our work, It re-
moves and cradicates that nazrow spirit
which characterized the Apostlc John in
his early days with Jesus, Lukeix. 49,
53 56. Our attitude *» .nem can-
not be the same as our attitude to the
world, We manifest more indignation
against denominations than Christ did
against sinners. Christ oppored sin,

we denominationalism,
There has been no other religious

movement since the days of the great
apostasy that has brought the people
of all religious organizstions into such
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closc relationship asthe Y. P 8. C E.
‘The result has been the disappearance
of intich that scemed to have been a
barrier, and the bringing into promi-
nence of those great principles on
which all agrec—a diminishing of our
differences and a mighty magnifying of
our points of harmony.,

2, C. E- is teaching the rehgious
world the power and necessity of a
umted church,

Never in the hustory of this dispen-
sation have there been such conven-
tions as those held at Minneapolis,
New York, Monureal, by the Y. P. 5. C,
E. Chnst prayed that w2 all might be
one for a purpose, viz.: that the world
might believe that God sent His Son
to redeem it. This coitinent never
before so felt the power of Christianity
as it did at New York in 1892, when
nearly twenty.five thousand C. E's.
from all parts of the world, met in that
great metropolis for the purpose of
magnifying and glonfying “ Chrst and
the church.”

This power was felt not as in ec.
clesiastic body, who through its systems
ofunderground railrozds was infuencing
by hook or by crook the legislative as.
semblies, parliaments and congresses ;
but as a mighty army of consecrated
men and women, unitedly standing for
punty, morality “for Christ” and
against all forms of vice and political
corruption. The church is beginning
to rezlize her power for Christ wien
united, and she 1s using her. strength
to purye herself of the evil of dwls:on,
Such erinent divines as Parkhutst'and
others are speaking in motr€ forcible
language if possible against the sin of
division than did the pioneers of the

restoration,
It was the French and Indian wans

of 1690, and later which, compelling
the thirteen colonies to unite in a
common cause, gave them the know.

"Tledge of the “power of -their united

forces, that when the time: came they
were able to free themselves from the
oppréssion and blinded tyranny of the
parent land. C. E. is teaching the re.
ligious world the power of a united
church, and is thus a potent factor in
arousing her to over-throw the walla
of denominationalism and to unite 2
one in answer to Christ's prayer against
the powers of darkness. *

3 The creed of C. E. or its battle-
cry 13 the creed of the church; the
battle-cry of Christendom—* For Christ
and the church 'The very object
towards which we have been working
is the elevation of Christ to His proper
place in the church—the Head.

Father Clark at New York expressed
himself with some surpnse at seeing
the striking resemblance between the
ptinciple of C, E. and that underlying
our movement. WWould you ask for a
better creed, ** Christ and the church™?
and will not young people trained and
taught to acknowledge Christ as the
Head and to look to Him as the one
of supreme authority In time repudiate
all human creeds and confessions as
aulacritative ?

4. Any movement that will give the
church a larger and grander concep-
tion of Christ's mission, and a fuller
and richer measure of the Christ spirit,
will immeasurably affect and hasten the
day when Christian union will be con.

summated.
It removes from the hearts and

minds of the young men and women
!l nas and prejudice which are inimi.
cal to union. Hopkins says, “ The Y,
P. 8. C. E., whenever bom, bursts the
shell of denominationalien and seeks
the freer atmosphere of 2 broader fc'low.
ship among the prople of God.”
Would .that C. E, might be born in
many of our congregations i it would
but burst the shell of sectatianism in
which they are encased, giving them a

fullcr and broader conception of our

plea. C, L. is the power that is fore.
ing open the floodgates that coniine
the rivers of free investigation, City
and county unions of C, F. are bring.
ing the best of all the denominations
together, broadening their conceptions
of feilowship and impressing upon their
hearts and mindsthe joyand blessedness
of a umted people working together in
Christian sympathy and fove. In fact,
C. E.1s the beginning of C. U, In
vicw of these facts then, as a people,
can we consistently do otherwise than
give C. E. our earnest and hearty sup-
port ? GEo. FOWLER.

Annual Address.

BY RRY. FRANCIS F. CLARK, D. D.

President of the United Suiely of
Christian Endeator,

Delivercd at the Thirteenth Interndtional
Convention, Cleveland, July 12, 1894,

A picturesque scenc is that which
the Scriptures record as occutting news
the close of the life of the Prophet
Elisha, The dying seer places his
hands upon the hands of King Joash,
which hold the royal bow and arrow,
and he teils him 1o shoot, The King
obeys, and out of the open window the
arrow speeds, while the prophet cries
out, ' The arrow of Lthe Lord’s deliver.
ance ar.d the arrow of deliverance from
Syria.”

"I'hen said the prophet, ' l'ake the
arromy, aiid smite upon the ground "
and he smote thrice, and stayed. “And
the 1nan of God was wroth with_ him
and 1aid, ‘“Thou shouldest have smuten
five or six times; then hadst thou
smitten Syria 1ill thou hadst consumed
it, whereas now thou shalt smite Syria
but thrice.”

Some such message comes to us,
Christian Endeavo'reu, on the occasion.
of this our thirteenth Convention.

v Strike.  Strike in the name of the
ford. 3

“ Strike again for the principles that
have made you strong.

“ Strike once more for converted
loyalty and outspoken devotion and
definlte service. .

 Strike again for Christian Citizen-
ship and for the Extension of *' ¢
Kingdom in #ll lands, and for your
World.wide Fellowship.

* Do not be content with one, two
or three hlows for the right. Strike,
and strine, and sizike again until the
day is won.”

If I can read aright the times, this is
the message for to-day.

1. Strike once more for the prciples
that hare made Chnstian Endeavor
strong.

As an organization becomes popular
and vigorous, it sometimes forgets the
principles that gave it strength and
vigor.

Let that never be said of the Society
of Christian Endeavor.

What are our principles? 1€ know
anything about them, they are the ideas
involved in the Pledge, the Consecta.
tion Meeting and the Committees,

We have struck with these arrows
three times, but let us not excite the
just wrath of God's prophets by staying
outr hands. l*out. five, #ix, perhops
sixty-six times do we need to reiterate
the ruth involved in our pledge ; that
it is reasonable to vow and to pay unto
God our vows, that there is nothing in
the Christian Endeavor pledge that the
weakest and obscurest young Christian
cannot fulfil ; that this, more than an
other things, gives lasting power to our.
Sociely, and that without it, in {ts sub-.
stance, no Enderavor Society s wonhy
of the name.

So for the Consecration Meeting.
This is our land of Floridz, where we
not only seek, but find the fountain of
petpelu:ll youth. QOut hour of con-
secration is our hour of rejuvenation.
Antaus louchcd earth with bu one
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