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'l'lie potato mlay riglîîly clainil tu be
the Ilnost valuable cseukît roat with
wlieh ive 'arc acquainted. As an
article of food it occîipies a proi;ent
la.ce in the dail>' diet of tb.e miajority
of' the liOple liviiig ini tdetcraýte
chiliates. h h lihiglily îIutrîtious for
mîal) or beast. i canlit.b iialatibly
Cokec iii a varicty of ways. Alhough
nitîch more produciivc in sonie locali-
tics thaîî in others il gives a fair in-
cr<Žase iii a great dIiierity of suit and
cliniate and under widcly dîfferent
maodle. of' cultivation.

Notwitist.indinig il is now conîîonly
known as the Irish potato and is iii
genleral cultivation in the counitries of
the Old \Vorld, it is purcly Anîcerican
in ils urigin. At the tinie of' ti Spanl-
ish conquesi under tlie leadership of'
Viiarro, the potato wvas found tinder
cultivation by the Inicas nlear Quito,
and grcw indiglîmous to the lower ridges
and high table lands of the Atides i.
Chili and l>cru. A Spanish înunk hy
thc naie of lierolyliis Cardan) is
supposed o hîave first iiîtroduced it into
,pain. A bo00k pubislid ail Saville- in
1553 clntitied Cronlica de l'cru bY
Pedro Cieca contains tlie first t)rinted
accounit of' UIl potato ili an>' lalnguagc.
'l'lie natives of Chili are said ta have
called tlîe plant "papa" which the
Spaîîisli corrupted int "battata". T1his
tlicir siiglibors in Portugal sofiencd
into "ha)z-tat-ta" wvhich ultimlately became
spelled anîd proîiounced, potato.

Ini 1584 Sir Walter -Raleigh was
granted apatent by Qucen Elizabeti
"for discovermig and planting iCW coun-
tries nuot possessed by Chiristianis."
lh3nias Harrioti acconîpanied ihe cx-
peditioîî ta Ainrica, and sent lîonie thc
description of a plant cal.lcd "op)enawk"
founid in Virgiîîia, wherc it had probably
been introduced by the Spanish in tlîcir
iiltercourse with the carly settlcrs, as
there is no evidence ta show that tlîe
potato is indiginaus ta cither Virginia
oz California, "having round roots

liatiging together as if ixcd ou ropes
and good for food citlier boilcd or
roaistcd." On the return of Sir WValter
111 1586 lie took iit> !iini sane oi' the
roots, a portion of whieli ivcî,t.x'i"rwaird
planted ai fils -residence iii Youghal,
near Cork. 'lhis ivas tie firnit intro-
duction of the potato imbc Ireland. 'l'le
Cyclopedia of the Society for the
D)iffusion of Useful Kiioîledge pub-
lislied iii London states that long afîer
tlic potato wvas introdtied imito Ircland
it %vas introduced into Luicashire, by a
shipwrcck ai North ïMeols, ai tic inonîl
of tie river Ribble and frinite
gradually bpread throuigh Great l3ritain.

D)e l'Escltire whose latinizcd naie
ivas Clusiuis, a b)Otltnisi livinlg in \'ienl3a
in 1588 mrole of the l)utata. lie re-
ccivcd twa tuhers froni Flanders, whiclî
hiçl previouisly beeni hrouighî froin Italy
wlicre îlîey liad beenl receivced froîîî
Spiain. He descrilies tht' plantî under
tlîe naille of 1tatatouflis.

'lle nex iuxhor of note t, %%rite
abonut the polâlo Nvab Gerard an Enlglislî
lioîalibî, whlii lîd a garden nlear Lon-
dun in i15ç,7. fie descrîbes îliciîî iii
lh H-erlial as "being moots wlîiel do
.streiîgheiî and comln!r nature aîîd ire
used ta lie eateîî roasîed in the asles,
some, wlîen they lie so roasted itfuse,
ilieni and sui) themi in 'inc, others, ta
give tiietu greatcr grace' iii éaing do
boylc ilieni îwith prunies and su cat
thieti."

Tlîe illustration of thé pote in Ger-
ard's HelrbaIt is said-to lie the niost ac-
curate of any given lîy tlîe e-tr> wvIîers.

After the potato had been introduced
irit Europe its cultivation continued
ver>' linited, beiiig grown ouI>' in tlîe
gardenis of the ricli as a îîovelty or as.a
delicacy.

I>o:atoes wcrc provided for tic table
of Quceni Elizabeth at 2s pier Ili. mn
16i9. lIn 1663 tlieY wcrc broughit bie
fore the Royal Society aof England as a
vegetable aof nationial importance, yeî
tlie Coiîplete G.îrdener whi *cl vas pub.
lishcd b>' leadiîîg London nurserynien
in 173 9 ide no mention of tlien.
'l'lie Gencral Agricultura .R(-prt of
Scotlaîîd inl 1725-6 suites that the
potatoes cultivated ini tic gardens near
Editiburglî werc lefi in tie grounld froin
ycar ta yçar, only a few aof the tubers

heiiîg reînaoved ini tic lait for tme, tlîe
reiiiaiiiiier being covered ta proteet
tlîeîîî froi i'rcezing ini tic wiiîter.
About 1732 tliey were cultivâted iii
Scotland as a field cr01). 'l'lie iflost
implortant puiblicationi ami gardeliiîg
ibsIcd in 1771 Iiîeitionls 0111Y tWO VaIrie-
tics of l)otatoes.

At the prisent limie it is difficult tto
understaîîd wlîy tie l)otato mnade sucli
slov progress toward popuilar favor.
Olîc of iie miasons urgcd agaîlîsi ils uise
principally hy thc l>uritans, wuas tiiat as
nu miention is made oi' it in ilie Blile
lt Ilîust be unilawful tu eat ht. Stialme
as îlîîs objection .%ppeirý ta tlîc preseni
"ciieration it h lhardily less unlrcasuîiaffle
tlian tlie opinion eîîrertainced of it b>
tic people o! New Hamîpshire iii tie
carl>' days of that state wheiet wis
coii,,ideredl uîîwlolesone and not, %%it-
atble (or t.lady tuse. 1liis idca is said tu
bave been so geiieralll lîeld ini tlîe
state ai une bine îlîaî articleq oi' agree-
menît drawii relative to al)lreiitices tliat
a claise uvas sonîiiîîes insertcd for
biddîng ithe aplirelilce ta he collipelled
tu cal puta tocs miore tliai twýice iii une
%Vcek. .. ... -.

i is îlot imîprobable thnîtîlie lcariied
îîîeîî at tlie tiîîî o! tlîe initroductidnl of
ilie î>utatu jîl lur Eure niay have li.it.
bJnîiie,istancy iii recoîmenîîdimg it for
geîîieral lise as foid Ibz!aumtse belonîg.s
ta tlîe ftîilty of pîlants desigriated aîs
m;ol.inuiîis, thie liotaiiical vaille of ilie
liotata is solanuniii tilie)rosiiiii, wliici
coîutailis aîîîoîîg iîaîîy uthers; sueli
j)05i0nu planît. as tobaceu, lî.ic ,
straimonium nî d bell:îdonna. ''fe
l)Jtato beiîîg fonind iii such usta-
aille ca)InpI.IIIY ivas 1)robably regardled
witlî sainle dcgree o! suspicio.î. 'l'lie
villes conta ii a1 paisoilous sjibstance a.-
do the tîbers uîîder certaini conîditions
.as wliei tlîe' grow above grolund. 'l'lie
action ai' tic suin's rnys changes tlie
cliemnical conslituents ai' tle potato as
wel as turmîs the tuber ta a grcenisli
colon. 'l'le bitter tiste iii tliese greenl-
isî l)olatoes is produced b>' tlîc poisonl.
anis eleîîîeîîî whlich is Ilever developed
Ini tlîe tube)r if it is grown under grounil
and no exîîosed any tengh. of iîîî ta
thie sunlight. 'l'lic poisonl is calicU
solaiie and four grains af it ]lave killed
a dog. Hoîvever large tlie ainount of
solaniîîe ini the villcs or in potatoes e.\-
posed ta, tîxe suri, in properly grown
tubers ii-does îlot exist, although it is
foumîd in tlie sprouîs. hi îîîay lie inîter-
csîing ta note in p2ssiiîg that tlîis
fanily, ai' solariums coîîtaîîî suli ailier
esculeîls as the loînalo and egg plant
as iveil as the potato.
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