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NEW YORK NOTES.

Cuba is the talk of the Universe at
present, but it has not materially ad-
vanced the price of this 1sland’s stamps,
aud reports that current issues will be-
cule scarce are untrue. We might
however look for a provinvial govern-
ment issuo in the pear future, thatisto
gay if the insurgents arve victorious,
But don’t huld your Cuban stamps for
higher prices. One dealer here claims
to havea barrel of the latestissne. We
haveu't sven them.

The Colleetors’ Club is an assured
success, and quite & few persons have
Joined in the lasttwo weeks. TheClub
is situated on Fourth Ave,
op.pusite Madisun Square Garden and
is, therefore, very ceotrally located,
Duvs are numinal and it is worth while
1o an enmthusiastic pluhu.lmz to become
a member,

Although various persuns have tried
to furm 3 New York and Brouklyn
branch of the P S, of A, their cforts
have bees in vamn, and neither that
society nor the S, of P, cau boust of a
braveh hear.  Iteeems thatsome people
are very much prejudiced aguinst these
sucicties, and although williug to jmn
them do not eare to become members
of a1 branch.

Tue pullishers of the International
Aibum cxpect to have a2 large sale
among  youuger collectors, but my
opinion is that 2t beginner should koow
somuething abuut watermarks, cte,, and
if e is at all ambitions he will find out
and will then have to purchase zn old
altbum, or a blauk ane, Ifthebeginner
is nuat taught, philately will take a
backward step or two,

Maldrid, Spain, is the latest city to

usa the bicyele for postal facilitics, an
Amrrican firm having just sent overa
trial shipment. The English Govern-
mentis upen 1o bids for 2230 wheels

to ho uscd in the P.0O, de¢ rpartmant
Dealers are u'smx.. to udluad their

stock of Columbian sramps. notably the
82 which can he purchased unused

‘mast anywhere at consxdrrablu off face

value,
The latestis “that'Seott's Catalogie
will on Jan, 1st. Bit we'have heard

“this stau:mcm. before. Bo patient.

SwEeTN.

SOME IDEAS ABOUT  STAMP
COLLECTING.

My dear reader, I am not going to
sketch before your eye the old lady that
gathered stamps with a view of securing
a place in some old people’s home, or the
English collector who wanted only can-
celled stamps in his collection, even when
he knew that the Abyssinian stamps in
his collection were obliterated through
the kindly accommodation of his rural
postmaster, not two miles from his home.
On the contrary | shalt endeavor to give
you some of my own thoughts on this
delightful pastine, and if you are an
advanced collector, or even a specialist,
1 am sure that some of my- ideas will
appear quite funny, perhaps even silly, to
you.

Is philately a 'science?  That ques-
tion, brought before us some years ago
hundreds of times, has been answered by
very good people, both in the affirmative
and in the ncgative, and with: the best of
reasons.

Philately undoubtedly is a scisnce with

*some people wha take delight in search-

ing for the minu-est details, for everything
connected with <tamps, however remote-
ly, their use and their manufacture.  But
for pity’s sake do not demand fram every
stamp collector that he shall treat his
hebby scieptifically.  Some people have
no use for any science whatever, and
and there are few pzople who realiy want
science mixed with their pleasures. A
long time before philately was treated as

a science, it was a pleasure for many.

Botany is a science without doubt ;. but
who will deny that a greater amount of
keen delight and heahhful pleasure is
denived from the millions of large and
small flower gardens by their unscientific
owners than from the far-reaching dis-
coveries in plant life by learned profes-
sors?

Let us, my friends, not spoil the real
fun that is in stamp collecting generally,
by the introduction of too much scientific
principles into our collections. 1f you

tell a boy that a collection, without regard

to watermarks, perforations, ‘soft porous
and hard brittle paper; is “not worth
having, and if that boy then believes you,

what will be the consequence? In ninety
nine cases out of a hundred, that boy will
throw up collecting entirely, because it is
too much like hard work. And he is
right! He wants no hard work — he
wants pleasure and amusement out of his
collection. 1 hope that boy will not
believe you, for after all you are wrong
yourself! Did not you tell me that its
altogether impo-sihle for you to treat
muore than a very small group of countries
in the highly scientific way that you have
chosen? What a poor, iusignificant
micture does your special cellection, with
its endless varieties and sub-varneties, of
this little group of countries, present,
compared with a faisly represestitive col-
lection of the whole world.

A very rich man built himself a mag-
nificent home, grand in every sespecs
The same man was also an enthusiastic
stamp collector, and gathered together i
mar7elous collection, you might say, a
speaalist’s  collection, in every single
country. He then invited three friends
that were also stamp collectors, but nut
rich. to look at his house and at his col-
lection, and they admired boah very much.
One year afterwards the three fnends met
again and began talking. Said the first:
“After | had acen our friend’s house, 1
did not like mine any moare, and 1 sold 1t
and began building a new ane, just as fine
as his. 1 have finished the hall, mosaic
floor covered with costly rugs, walls of
onyx, and the finest brass work ; but now
1 find my funds are entircly exhausted,
and 1 really dn not know what to do, be-
cause 1 cannot sleep, and cook, and live
in that magnificent hall. 1 think I shall
have to sell my stamp collection to build
a linle shanty near that hall where 1 can
live®

©* 0, you are a fool,” said the second.
“1 have not done anything of the kind,
only I did not like my stamp collection
after I saw his, and I sold it and collected
only United States, and madcafine show
in that country ; but now that the new
advance sheets are out,  hardly thinl: 1
can follow with half of the Newspaper
and Department stamps on two or three
different papers.  Ithink I will sell my
house in order to get these high.priced
gems and make my collection complete.”



