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who offer their books wide open, and
whien stamips are pointed out, simply
replies: "5 cents, 2o francs, 2 cents,"
and as sooxi as they have turned the last
page, open another kalb.:m. Others are
of a more jovial aspect andi mnake speeches
in order to get the buyers to laughi, these
later being soniewhat serious and full 'ùf
distrust. As a wvhole the gathering ks
rather busy, people do flot speak too loud
so as flot to interfère wvitlh their nieighibors.
Eachi proup ks only coriposed of three or
four persons. Evcry new corner is
assailed with dîscreet offers ; tliree parts
of the habituees know one another by
siglit only, still they knowv the albuins
better than they do the faces.

It is nonsense to say that the prices of
postage stanips are made at the Bourse.
These prices, which are sornewhiat elastic
howevcr, are (ixed hy the catalogues andi
periodicals of the large firnis of London,
Paris, Brussels, Leipzig, New York, wvhicli
hav'e stocks rnf several millions, îiot of
stamllps, lbut cif francs, and soine of wvhich
are joint concerns, solid as a good baik.

This fanicifuil naine (if Bourse produces
a Nvronc res~ -as in Sardou's picce.
Therc is n-) Bo ecxcept for important
securities and fur producis iii enoriouis

c:îft!S .sch as wvhent, sugar, cotton,
wiichl alisolute'.y i*equî re daily quotations.
I>ecoi)lc donfot speak of the l3ook Bourse,
the Cm-ruosity ouethe Picture Bourse.

Theconu'~'îdegreticrates into bad faitlh
,ksrvvs1 r'',cuî~io lven wve fitnd

-ois, ;îîtcvt!m (h vrd " ' fic'-t*' coni-
Ille iclea îh;ît the aclverîliser lias Ile

giuaî ante cif the state, whilst in rcality
leimgý ve'hlioiit atutlioiity and uîmknow'n.

E~an ise.ddealers, whol pay lie.avy
fa\es iwii;cli are a co!nsiderable adcdition
Io torrrî, a :nd %% ho pay tlie t:îx of thec
(0mnner'ial l1nirsc, are unable to mnder-

wiud~i.v' the Miinicipal Council shotuld,
;1.s reI*Ce (l ,f.,v-or the openC ilarkà'et,whiichi
Contri1mutûs liothîig at ail1 to tuie budget.
It is a serîonu tColmpttion to stearly

business houses, as collections of from a
,czo to io,ooo francs find there %vay

there, and 20 franc pieces and batik notes
circuLate. It is no longer a place where
youingsters go to circulate stanîps.

The stamip business is at the present
time one of the rnost difficuit to carry on,
since genuineness is the prime requisite.
Nowv this genuineness is not very easy to
discern on account-of the progress macle
in the art of the forger and of the advan-
tages wvhichi can be obtained from the use
of plioto-engraving, and also on' account
of thie impunity w'hichi is assured to thexu
by the Frenchi courts. In addition to the
regretable promiscuousiiess, the Stanip
Bourse lias the defect of exciting in mnany

chilclren wvho frequent it assiduously, 1.
miercantile precrocity whlich is distrcrsing
to w'itfless. It oftcn causes youing men
to completely abandon their work iii the
office, store or the workzsbop, in order to
latinch into hazardous speculations iii

postage stanips-as pernicious as betting,
on horse races. To finishi kindly, says
Le Collectionneur de Timbre-Poste., we
will say that the Staînp Bourse is, on a
Sunrny Sunday, one of the corners of pic-
tueresque Paris worthy of being seen. 1 t
bas in its favor the fact thiat it was the
cradle of philately ivhen it was nothiirg
but a chitdish stan)p mania.
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