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The Duty of the Teacher
Towards the Unsatisfactory Scholar.

rrirt tis is a stibject of greoat innportance ail wvill
allen', amnd yct it is a crîbjeet ripon wviih it e ]liard
te write.

Tt îvouid mot ho diffilrt to write about tire un1-
satisf:rctory sciiolir, for ail1 tirose Whio have at arry
tinre irad charge of a el:rss of Suifiday scirool
sciroirrs irrrst hrave liad te ackriowicdgo tirat iri
cd ciass thrc is orne or mroreo rrrratisfaetory
clirolar.. Very raren', inrdecd, is tinit ciass of perfect

schoi:rrs, arnd hrappy, ili(lC(, rrrrst ho tire expericîrce
of tînat teacher %vhlo liras a Suiffday schrool ces
corrrposed of Schrolars wiro arc perfcctiy s:rtisfac-
tory. Ttlias irever hecri tire lot of tire writor -to
have tire iluicsr of rmeetirng with surci a ciass or
sucn a teacirer. Ncitirer docs ire over expoot te (Io
ce. True, we sernîctinîres renrd iii books of worrder-
fui scirools, anrd wonrdcrfrul teacirers, aird wondferful
sciûroirs. Buit surci scirools aird teachers aird
scirolars rirec dweilerc iii wonrdcriard, ard airc net
vcry rmal, at hc:rst it liras net hecr i ry happy
priviioge te irîcot wviii thireu, thorrgh i)erlraps soie
tecrcle; hrave licen mnore favoured.

Tire surbjcct is a very wide oure, for tirere are ce
rnarry ways iri wNvici a scirolar rrray ho uinsatisfactory.
We illh notice a ferv of tireur, and thon offer sonie
sugg-estions as te tire bost way for a teacirer te dei
ivit neaci.

First, jet lirs take tino case o! tire ito scciolir: I
mntia tire erre wiro le ncariy ailvays late il eriteriîrg
tire ciss. Tis habit ic a vcry tiresonre one te the
teaclier, arrd interfoes witir the teaeiring of tire
lessoîs-takes away tire attention of tire otirer
sehoirs-ard ofterîtirnes spoils a whiole atteruroon
for hotu teacirer aird scîrelars. Jrust suppose, for
inrstanrce, a scirool ir whicir tire work iras begunuri, tire
opcrring service is ovor, anrd cadi chas liras s,-ttiod
down te lessorîs. Prcseurtiy tho door opens and
footstcps arc Incard rvaikiurg tirrough the reom -

net muiflied foettcps by ary rens-ard al boy
enters tire dlase taught, wo îviil say, by Mr. Brown.
Mr, Br'own goes on with bis toaclring, appcaring
net te notice tire late corner, but lire finds rit last it
is of n.o uisc. Tire attention is rrow upon iris late
scirolar, and lire must ivait uintil ail have scttled
down, and tironr, ppriraps, lie finîde tirat it je very
diflicurit te nrakc a new bcginrnirr; iris nrind bas
been somnewirat upset by the interruption, and ie
cannot go on with tire leseen witir tire saine energy.

Purnetunuity le a very great virtue, and if a bey ie
te surceed ln ifo, lire mnust ho taurglit the great im-
portance of being puactual in ail bis engagements,
and,-not by any mens Jeriet, in heing punctual in

atteniance nt Srrrrday scheol. But how is this
lesson te bc tarrght? Varions plans have boon
tricd in differont scirools. First, I woirld say, lot
the teachor set a9 good exampie in tis matter, for
if the teacirer hiimself is ii tire habit of being late,
irow car ie deai with a late soholar. Therefore, I
woulrd say toecvery teacher, it is i.diity you, owe to
tire suleriritenderit, to yorrr feiiow teachers, to yorr
scholars, to tire whole scirool, to be always iii your
class iii good tirne, and by gYood tinre, I incan at
list a feu' mnrutes before the tinme for the oponirrg
of tire school. Pcrhaps this prrnctuaiity on tho
part o! tire teacher, on tire part of cvery te9cher,
wonrld cure tire habit of late attendarîce on tire part
of tire sebolars.

Blit, agairi, if tis fals it rray be worth whilo to
bc very careful i rnarkirr tire attenrdance. If the
mar:rks are worth arrytiig, arru I think tircy orrght
to bo muade to ho worth a great deai, tire teicirer
sirouid bc strietiy hironest irr giv'irg tireur, aird tire
scirolar wiro is la9to sirouid by ri enulOlfs receivo a
mrark for pnînctîral attendance. In tis way tire
bad habit nray ho overcoîrre. Tire superinrtendorrt
rnight aiso lreip. Before opierrirg tire achool he
iniglit take a look orrtside tire building( and irist
upoîr tire entraîrce of ail] tire scirolars wiro ay ho
ioitcrirrg about. Tirere is one otirer plian wvhicir lias
noever bocîr kulowNv te Lal in. preventing theo in-
terrupltion of tire iesoîr by tire entrarîce of lite
scioi:rrs. Tirere rrray ho a differcîrce of opinion as
to tire advisahiiity of resorting te it, but it is a
perfect rernedy - 1Ille-n the lçoekingç of thie school
door wren tire work liras becun.

Next, ]ot uis nrotice tire case of tire inattentive
scirolar. Every teacirer wiil rit once, iîr iis or lier

nd, roinenber only teo %voli, periraps, tis very
urrsatisfaetory scirolir, for thero is one or more
sucîr in rreariy every ciass. Tire sebolar wviose
eycs aire dircctcd :rnywlrere but upon the tenier,
who is looking rit whit je going on in etirer parts
of tire sebool; tire soholar wiro is cithor listcning te,
sorne otirer toacher, or talking te, a feliow pupil,
taking ne intcrcst in the work of tire cines. Let a
question be addrecsod te the inattentive scirolar by
tire teiciror, and it ie at once made vcry manifest
that the mind is occupied wîth sone, otler 8ubjeet.
It le vcry dîffleuit te find the best way of deaiing
wvitlr sucir a scholar. The difficuity may possîbly
bo with the teacher. Tire mode of presenting the
subjeet of the lesson may net bo intercsting te, such
a pupil. If one style does net intorest try rinether.
Chiidrcn, like mon and women, are of différent
dispositions, and if we are te bo succeseful in our
teaching we muet enderivour te study those dlis-
positions. Many a child is of sucli a disposition


