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in Virginis, these are well known, but to the
magnificent project of the British Canadian
Provinces, in part executed, for the construe-
tion of a Ship Navigation from Lake Ontario
to the acean, and 1o the probable effects of
those improvements upon the future comtner-
cial pMsperity of the State.” And agam:—
% The extraordinary efforts now making in the
Canadas for the improvement of the great na-
tural navigable fucilities existing within these
Provinces, furnish abundant evidence of the
nbility te reap the great harvest of the Western
trade, unless promptly counteracted by corres-
ponding energy on the part of our State.”

The same memorialists observe there are
three general outlets: one by New Orleans,
one by New York by way of Canada and the
Hudson, and such railronds as may be auxihary
lt)hcreto, and the third by Montreal and Que-

ec.

#As to the first, the incalubrity of the climate
is an insuperable objection to a regular trade;
it is one of those natural impediments there 1s
no way of countervailing. Pennsylvama 1s
doing much, but the eclevated region she 18
compelled to intersect is & great obstacle to
her cfforts.  Thus between Montreal and New
York, more equal competition will ensue for
the trade of the upper country. The cheap-
ness of transportation from Lake Onturio to
Montreal is a decided advantege, and one not
casily if at all to be counteracted. We may
set down as certain to Montreal, the trade of
the country adjacent to Lake Eric; and to this
may be added one half the trade of Ohio, Ith-
nois and Michigan.” The same petitioners set
forthy— We will not enlarge upon the extra-
ordinary growth of Upper Canuda duning the
last five years, or upon its great natural advan-
tages of soil and clumate, (cqualling the most
fertile of the western countries,) nor upon its
great natural resources: these considerations
lead to the contemplation how the expanding
trade of the West may be drawn to New York,
and not pass through the Canadas by those fa-
ciltties which nature hus furnished, and which
must follow the improvement of the navigation
of the St. Lawrence, whereby the western
trade may be lost to us beyond the possibility of
recovery.”

1 have thus added the opinions expressed by
cditors of public journals in different States,
as the best testimony in favor of the importance
of the measures I have long advocated. As 2
proof that such opinions are not vaguely put
forth, all those States named have, and are ex-
pending millions to draw a portion of that
trade which naturally belongs to the Canadas;
and 1t is ardently to be hoped the people of both
provinces, laying aside ail pohitical differences,
will without delay unite in calling on their re-
spective Legislitures to press forward the
improvement of the St. Lawrence now in pro-
gress by the iberality of the Parhament of the
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Upper Province, g0 that a free outlet to tho
Atlantic may be afforded from Ontario to Que-
bee; and let it be kept m view, that when
channels arc once opened, and trade drawn by
them, it becomes truly difficult to turnitintoa
new channel, #o that if Canadais to be corich-
~d, the works referred to must be put intosuch
a train as to be completed by the year 1840 at
farthest, As some may be unacquainted with
the magnitude of the works now in progress by
the people of the Upper Province, 1 give below
a letter® with which I have been favoured by

* Connwalt, 23th July, 1836.
My Dear Sin,

Your Jetter of the 4th asrived here on the 14th,
when I was prepating to go to Sorel 1o pay a visit to
Sir John and Lady Colborne. 1 now embroce the
firat leisure time 1 have had since my return Lither to
reply to it

‘Fhe Canal now in progrees between this place and
the head of the Long Sault Rapid has been underta-
hen with a view of forming an unintersupted commu-
nication with thie oceun from Lahe Oatario and the
Upper Tahes,  This Canal is one hundred feet wide
at the bottom, and at the surfoace of the water, which
will be ten fect deep, 1t will be one hundred snd fifty
fretwide, The locks, which are of cut stone, are fifty
five feet broad; they will havo mne feet of water on
the mnitre silf, and shey will admst vessels of one hun-
dred tnd seventy-fivo feet in Jength  The length of
this Coanal is cleven mites snd a half, in which dis-
tance there ave sin Jochs, descending iu ull farty-cight
feet.

Tt e original estimate for this work was £1935,000,
with the addition of ten per cent for contingencies and
the expense of superintendence, exclusive of the cost
of damage to property, &e.

In consequenco of the very great demand for worh-
men of all hinds in the United States, the price of
labour has ndvanced very materially since the con-
tracts were entered into, and the number of men em-
ployed has consequently been scry much diminished ;
this circumstance operated very njuriously oh the
Contractors. until the Commissioncrs saw tho neces-
sty of interfering; and, in vrderto prevent their being
ublged 10 give up the work altogethier, and to aben-
don their contraces, it was deemed expedient, for the
public wmteresy, 1o add ten per cent 10 the contsner
prices on ol work poiformed Jast year, and thiny per
cent ou that to be performed during the presentyeaes
these sdvances being considered in proportion to the
vise in the price «flubour and materials sinco the con-
tracts weie enteced into,

‘The warh wascommenced in July, 1834, under the
direction of a Resident or Supetmterding Engincer,
who has been assisted, when necessary, by the advice
of 8 consulting Engincer, who occasionally visits the
work. The expenditnre of the money required for
this work, as well as the general control of every
thing connected with it, has been entrusied 10 a Board
of seven Commissioners, who have been appointed by
an uct of the Provincial Legislature. Tho amount
granted for the improvement of this navigation gene-
1y, 1s £350,000, of which sum £166,000 bave
been expended to this date, including £12,700,which
have been paid for damage to property. .

The hine of this Canal is divided into twenty-sevel
sections of various lengths, uccording 10 circumstan-
ces, which have been let out to Contractors separstes



