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have goue to makze Eiîgland a naine in the
world.

If the origin of the Englisli Church% la
askcd for, ive must ansiwcr that it is buricd,
in the mists of the earliest times. By some
it bas beon supposed. that. S. Paul himself
visited this island and founded our Ohurcb,
and that, S. Clement of Rome refera to bis
visit whcen ho speaks of the Apostle travel-
ling 'into the extreine west.' Another
ancient tradition connecta; S. Joserh of
Arimathoeca with Glastonbury in Gloucester-
sbire. Wiiist a third narrates that Lucius,
a Britisi king, became a Christi an in the
second c2ntury and sent to Rome for
Christian teachers. Agan.inat ail these, it is
supposed with somo probability, tbat
Christianity was; first introduced through thc
tin miners of Cornwall. We know that a
trade in tin wvith the East was carricd on

before the timo of our Lord, -and that, fre-
quont communication passed betvwecn the
Cornish men and people of other climes.
May it not be that the message of good news
came Lhrotigh theso from tha Christians of
Asia and the Churches of S. John ?

At least, we rnay reý;t assured that our
own Englishv Churcli is one of tho most
ancient in tlie wvorld, that slie is a truc
brandi of the One Churcli founded in the
Upper Chamber at, Jerusalein, that she is
dependent for lier teaching, not, on the will
of a people or nation, but on her ancicûit
commission received from Christ throughi
is Aposties. She is the Churchi to whom

from the boginuing bas been entrusted the
spiritual care of this great nation. MRay shc
bave grace given ber to, fulfil ber trust

J. 1.1. M.

~i!~1hat birt~ il ~Xean ?
ISbED is he that Nvatcheth
and keepeth bis garments.'
Whoat does this text mean?9

~ W0must knoiv something, of
Jewish bistory, of tbe laws and customs
of tbe Temple service, to rnake it clear.

The wvords refer to a punishinent a'warded
to the Temple guards if found asleep, at
their posts. There were night, guards as
welI as day guards appointed. During thc
niglit tic ' Captain of the Temple' made
bis rounds. On bis approacli the guards
bad to rise and sainte him in a particular
manner. The guard found asieep on duty was
beaten, or bis garments; set on fire. Now,
do you se the meaning of ' keepiug bis
garmentsP

A Rabbi writing an account of the Temple
telas us that bis own Uncie once suffered this
punishinent, the captain of ethe guard set-
ting fire to, bis loase raimont as he lay sleep-
ing on the ground. That man did not keep
bis garments.

Another text can abs> be explained by
Temple customs. Our Lord's statement to,

St. Peter, 'lHe that is 'washed needeth mot
savé- ta wash bis feet, but is dlean every
wbit.'

The priests on duty in tbc Temple were
compelled to take a bath before sorving.
Under tbe Temple a passage ligited on
both sides led to tic batbing roaxu. Aiter
the bath the priests needod not ail tbat day
ta wash a.".in save tir hands and foot.
This tlhey bad ta do oach timo, baweyer
oftcn tliey came for service into the
Temple.

\Ve take this washing of the feet to, sig..
inify tic daily ebeansing nve need for sins of
infirmity committed after the washing cf
baptisin. This ne cati have by repentance,
tbe precious blood of Christ thon rendors us

clean every wbit.'
I have taken these twa espIanations of

texts from au interesting book on ' The
Mi\inistry and Services of the Temple as tbey
were in the tixne of ont blessed Lor
written by a celebrated 1febrcw scholar of
our time.


