
THE1 POLICY Or, TIflE G0VEflNM1NT.

justice will cqmmnand aur rc-,pcct, thougi ..- e
eBouli differ froin his conclusions in sonte
instances. 'l'lc Council tiien, that wve suppose,
is an indcpendcnt body, able to %et îtselt citlicr
aiigwfst the Exccutive or agaînst tire people, w;
occasion may require. 'l'lic rcsistaice wliîcl
such a body wvould oppose t ) ;le paîlltar %vit
ric'ed excite no alarni. Tlir iritercsts are
identified witlî tliose oft lie people. Prom theîi
they spring, and ta theni tlicir fiilies iiiîit
rcturn, unless they can %vin and %vear thir
fathers' honours. l n point of tact, the interests
of ý hl a body arc against the Execuitive, anul
w tire people; and if' it %vcrc flot that tiiere
is a nat.'ral tcndency in wvealli ta inake its
possessors lean to ani on tlîcîr own cla&s, wc
sbould say that the Council is more likely ta
udke part wîth Uic people agalliît tlieIyxecuitive
than the reverse. Tfli constîtuîtîonal cieck oit
the popular wili iii a'ccir s lînîîtcd as
possible.

The ncxt point on whicli we are callcd ta
remark, is thus,-tlîat, tie ainistration of the
Government shall be in greneral agreeinentwvîtlî
the intcrests of the people.

Soîne' persans xnny, pcrhnz-pr Buppose tlîat
we should have saîd, alivaus in agreement %vitl
the people's interests. But as we du r.ot e.pcct
a perfiet governinent in thiis wvorld, knawîng
ratiier, that cvcry Exeutive, witli the inost
sincere desire of' doing rîghit, %vill. soinctliICs
err, and do wrong, we ]lave put the sentence as
it, standsl,-in general agrecinent witlitlîe inter-
ests of the people.

We intimated at the outset, that the iînproved
systcmt of' Govermcent on winch Canada lias
cntered is ta bc found rathier in an improved
admninistration than in any organic changes of
the Constitution. 0f organtic cliangethierehias
been none, the alterations being merely in mat-
ters that affect no vital princîple. The improved
sy6tem is an iinprovedl adminîst.atîon, wiviieî
wjill rendertUic Governmont subservient ta the
intercsts of' Uhc people.

The question thon, now ie, how arc the
interests of the people ta bc nsccrtainedl? and
how is the Executive ta bc Joept in hîarmony
with them? Those interests are ta be a.Qcer-
tained, partly through an honest desire in the
Executive ta leaxn and prornote thern, (we may
certainly assume so much,) but cliefly throughi
the people's representatives. The Executive
iB ta be kcpt ini harniony with thein, partly by

the action of' the publie mind, as throughi the
prc'sý, public neetings, rat vpectto,
W., but a1l:o cliielly throuihei action of' thc
relpre.ental ives on tire Exczutivc. 'Tite mode
ofttlat action is w~eI knowvn, ni by vote, petition,
addrce's, renionitraic, stopping the sup1ihieit,
relXising ta procettl ta biusiness. By sone aof
thiese acts the reps esentatives can eir.barrass tho
Ex,ýecuitive, and tender il, incapable of conducting
the publice uiîes But wliat concernis u.s
lîcre is, tliat actin c«tie representatives on tha
Exeutive, by whiicl, throiigh al vote aof want
of confidence, tlîcy can change ils cliaracter
and action, by producing a change of' rnnistry:
in otlier %ord, .ve are comituctcd to tlc question
of' Ilrc:piUtbc goernrncitt."

As this subjeet lias causcd sorme discussion
in Canada, and liab been noticcd by lus Excel-
leuicy the Govei-iior General, and is formally
treatedl on by Lord John Russell in lus despatch
of' (ctober 1l, M309, it. is praper thatwe shoidt
endeavotir ta shew prcîscly lîaw tire question
stands, nnd wlct lier tic Governimnrt lias or lias
îlot Ldopted tlîe prîncîple of "4responsîble gov-
ernnient."

Thiîs principle, as it was demandeul by tic
Reforniers, incluideul two partru: flrst, tliat the
Briti.'li auîtioritic5r, Ministerial and Parhament-
an', slîould not interfère in aur local afflurs:
and sccondiy, that thoese local affi'irs shoulul be
inanagcd by a provincial rr.iîistry, cliosen front
amncong the party wlio liau a majarity in tlîe
Asscnîbly, and chianged as tfle majority might
change, as is donc in Great Britain.

Naw, as ta the first part of tiuis demanul, it
lias not been grantednorwill it everbe.0 ler
Majesty's ministers are responsible for aIl that
is donc in Iler naine in tlîe Colonie-Q, as well as
at homte; and they cannot divest tlîemiselves of
thîis rtsponsibility if they viould. XVlîii ainan
takes office, lie takes it, with aIl ils duties and
responsibilities, of wliich tlîe gaod governiment
of' tlie Colonies is anc of tlie mast important.-
A man cannot beanswerableforwlîat hecannot
direct: withouit contrai there is no responsibility.
Tîierefore innistors must refuse tîîeir assent te
this deamuid. Anmd besidcýstheir ofca epa
ribility, their duty ta the Craovn and the nation

*It: sePC prp0 t remarc here, thst tis dentand -ma fot
confincd to th5e reformn pan>y, l; iM~ i, n the addresa on theô
duilouvance or the Bank Ata, haviog gente qie as fer in
denouneing Impenal ioîerftrc--co in oui local affaira as the
icfotflsc 1r dii.


